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THEATRICAL WEAPONS POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 

Introduction 
 
Theatrical productions frequently employ the use of weapons and fighting onstage. This activity 
is inherently dangerous and potentially injurious and/or deadly to both the acting and technical 
company as well as the audience members.  Many of the terms of use for weapons in our facility 
are set by state law, and by local law enforcement entities.  In many cases, the department may 
require special procedures to be used, including the use of specially trained professionals.  
Failure to follow the policies established in this document may result in serious consequences, 
including arrest by law enforcement, immediate closing of a performance, termination of student 
status, or worst or all, serious bodily harm.  Knowingly ignoring these rules might also result in 
personal liability litigation. 
 
Weapons Defined 

• The term “weapon” is defined as firearms, swords, knives, clubs, batons, spears or any 
other object that may be used to fight with, including bow and arrows, cross bows, axes, 
pitch forks, and other stage props that might be used is stage combat. 

• Weapons may be real, prop, blank firing, non-firing, or toy; and made of any material 
including plastic, metal, wood or resin. 

• All 
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• Notify Campus Security of the approximate time and amount of gunfire in upcoming 
rehearsals and performances. 

• Notify Box Office and Front-of-House Management personnel that there is gunfire in the 
production. 

• Notify occupants of neighboring spaces when gunfire will occur in tests, rehearsal and 
performance. 

• Confirm that 






