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University of Rochester 

Clinical Psychology Doctoral Program 

Technical Standards 

 
Earning a degree from the Clinical Psychology Doctoral Program requires mastery of a coherent body of 
knowledge and skills. Doctoral students must acquire substantial competence in the discipline of clinical 
psychology as specified in the American Psychological Association (APA) Standards of Accreditation and 
must be able to relate appropriately to clients/patients, fellow students, faculty and staff members, and 
other health care professionals. Combinations of cognitive, behavioral, emotional, intellectual, and 
communication abilities are required to perform these functions satisfactorily. These skills and functions 
are not only essential to the successful completion of the Clinical Psychology Doctoral Program, but they 
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students, faculty and staff members, clinical supervisors in varied practicum settings, and with other 
members of the health care team. This includes verbal and non-verbal communication (e.g., 
interpretation of facial expressions, affects, and body language). Mastery of both written and spoken 
English is required, although applications from students with hearing and speech disabilities will be 
given full consideration. In such cases, use of a trained intermediary or other communications aide may 
be appropriate if this intermediary functions only as an information conduit and does not serve 
integrative or interpretive functions. 
 
Commitment to Non-Discrimination 
 
The University is committed to equality of educational opportunity. The University does not discriminate 
in offering access to its educational programs and activities on the basis of age, color, creed, disability, 
gender, gender expression, gender identity, genetic information, national origin, race, religion, sex, 
sexual orientation, or veteran status. 
 
A doctoral student with a diagnosed psychiatric disorder or other physical, mental, or emotional 
disability may participate in the Clinical Psychology Doctoral Program so long as the condition is 
managed sufficiently with or without reasonable accommodation to permit the student to satisfy the 
requirements of the Clinical Psychology Doctoral Program, including these Technical Standards. Students 
ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ Disability 
ResourcesΦ ¢ƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ 
accommodations and services. 
 
In the event of deteriorating function, it is essential that a doctoral student be willing and able to 
acknowledge the need for and to accept professional help before the condition poses a danger to the 
student, client/patients, other students, faculty and staff members, or research participants. 
 
Resources and References 
 
American Psychological Association (2010, 2016). Ethical principles of psychologists and code of 
conduct. Retrieved from https://www.apa.org/ethics/code/. 
 
New York State Psychology Licensing Board, Practice Alerts and Guidelines, 
http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/psych/psychalerts.htm 
 
University of Rochester Psychology Graduate Student Handbook, 
http://www.sas.rochester.edu/psy/assets/pdf/GradHandbook.pdf 
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