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to be used. All proposals must be original and unique to this class (in other words, no recycled
research proposals). The first proposal is due on Friday of Week 6; the second proposal is due on
Friday of Week 10; and the third proposal is due on Friday of Week 13.

As a final assignment, students must present an original research proposal during the last week of
class, which develops one of their shorter proposals. A final written version of the research
proposal is due TBD. This proposal (maximum of 3000 words) should include a more detailed
literature review, a discussion of the proposed theoretical framework, and the empirical
hypotheses it implies, as well as serious discussion of how to obtain data to carry out the project.



Week 4. Modernization Theory
September 19™
f Przeworski, Adam, R. Michael Alvarez, Michael E. Alvarez, Jose Antonio Cheibub,
Fernando Limongi. 2000. Democracy and Development: Political Institutions and Well-
Being in the World, 1950-1990. Cambridge University Press. Chapter 2.
f  Boix, Carles, and Susan C. Stokes. 2003. “Endogenous Democratization.” World Politics
55 (4): 517-49.
' Olson, Mancur. 1993. “Dictatorship, Democracy, and Development.” The American
Political Science Review 87 (3): 567-76.
f North, Douglass C. and Barry R. Weingast. 1989. “Constitutions and Commitment: The
Evolution of Institutions Governing Public Choice in Seventeenth-Century England”
Journal of Economic History.

Week 5. Democracy and Inequality
September 26™
' Acemoglu, Daron and James A. Robinson. 2006. Economic Origins of Dictatorship and
Democracy. Cambridge University Press. Ch. 1-2.
f Ansell, Ben W., and David J. Samuels. 2014. Inequality and democratization



Week 9. Democracy and Accountability
October 24"

I Achen, Christopher H., and Larry M. Bartels. 2016. Democracy for Realists. Princeton
University Press. Chapters 4-5.

f Stokes, Susan C. 2001. Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics: Mandates and
Democracy: Neoliberalism by Surprise in Latin America. Cambridge, England:
Cambridge University Press. Chapters 1 and 3.

 Powell, G. 2000. “Elections as Instruments of Democracy : Majoritarian and Proportional
Visions.” Chapter 2-5.

Week 10. Theories of Democratic Backsliding
October 31%

1l



Week 13. Democratic Backsliding and Social Norms
November 21%
" Helmke, Gretchen and Josiah Rath. 2024. “Democratic Norms.” Working Paper.
f  Alvarez-Benjumea, Amalia, and Vicente Valentim. 2024. “The Enforcement of Political
Norms.” British Journal of Political Science, May, 1-24.
I Goldstein, Daniel A. N. 2022. “The Social Foundations of Democratic Norms.” SSRN
Electronic Journal. https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4314977.
f Dinas, Elias, Sergi Martinez, and Vicente Valentim. 2024. “Social Norm Change,



