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PSCI 215-1      Professor Jamie Druckman 

Fall 2024    j.druckman@rochester.edu 

Office Hours: Tues./Thurs. 

2:00-3:00 or by appointment. 

 

American Elections 

Course Description 

What explains the current state of the American political system? How do elections and political 

campaigns work? Are voters manipulated by slick media-based election campaigns? What about 

campaign ads or social media? Do polls help or harm voters? Do differences in how states 

regulate voting matter? The goal of this course is to enhance our understanding of the 

contemporary political environment, how elections work, how politicians conduct campaigns, 

how campaigns and media coverage affect voters, and how we study election campaign 

dynamics. We will not only examine the academic literature on these topics but will also follow 

the ongoing events of the 2024 campaigns. Through a combination of assignments, quizzes, and 

tests, we will arrive at an understanding of elections and campaigns. We also will consider the 

place of elections and campaigns in contemporary American democracy. 

Class Meeting and Structure 

The class meets in Meliora Room 203 on Tuesday and Thursdays from 3:25-4:40. Students are 

expected to attend all classes, to complete all assigned readings and assignments on time, and to 

actively participate. Classes will include some lecture, informal discussions of the 2024 

campaign, discussions of the assigned readings, and class activities/assignments. Additionally, 

assignments will be provided during many classes, and unexcused absences will result in a 0 on 

such assignments. 

Assignments and Grades 

Students will be involved in six types of formal activities, as follows. 

1. Election Diary. Each student will spend 5-10 minutes a day keeping an election (digital) 

diary.  

a. This will entail recording from where they received political information (if any), 

what that information was, and what they thought of it.  

b. 
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information on the geographic area such its demographics and political 

orientation, b) the history of the office since 2000, c) the major party 

candidates’ backgrounds, d) the major party candidates’ issue positions 

and campaign spending, e) media coverage/endorsements, and f) the 

results. Explain what seemed to matter most in the campaign. 

 

2. Exit Polling. The most crucial part of elections and democracy is voting. 

To observe this experience, students will be deployed to spend up to 90 

minutes at a polling station, either during early voting or on Election Day. 

The class will develop a brief survey and students will be asked to solicit 

voters, after they vote, to complete the survey. Students will turn in the 

polls and then write about the experience in their election diaries (roughly 

a half page). 

 

The early voting location is at Staybridge Suites – 1000 Genesee St. It occurs from 

October 26th to November 3rd, from 9-5 on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, 

and Sunday, and 12-8 on Tuesday and Thursday. 

The Election Day regular voting locations, closest to campus are:  

Kennedy Towers – 666 S Plymouth Avenue, 14608 

Plymouth Garden Apartments – 1400 South Plymouth Avenue, 14611 

St. Anne Church – 1600 Mount Hope Avenue, 14620 

State laws require that you remain at least 100 feet from the polling entrance, only 

approach voters after they have voted, and emphasize that participation is entirely 

voluntary.  

 

If a student plans to do the polling but unforeseen circumstances prevent it, the student 

will then be given an alternative assignment. 

 

Each of these five assignments will compose 12% of each student’s grade (for a total 

of 60%). 

 

3. Reading Annotations/Quizzes. We will allocate some class time for reading some of the 

assigned materials. During this time, students are asked to put away all electronic devices 

(including phones). Paper copies of the reading material will be distributed in class. After 

the reading time (roughly 10 minutes), students will have small group discussions, 

annotate the reading (i.e., write a critical summary), or take a quiz. Unless instructed 

otherwise, use of electronic devices during the reading time results in failure. These times 

will be announced at least one class in advance. 

These annotations/quizzes (all together) will compose 10% of each student’s grade. 
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4. Tests. There will be two tests based on the readings, lectures, and discussion. 

 

Each of these tests will compose 10% of each student’s grade (for a total of 20%). 

 

5. Attendance/Participation. Students are expected to attend every class. If a student misses 

a class, it is the student’s responsibility to provide written documentation of a legitimate 

excuse (see course policies); otherwise, it will be counted as an unexcused absence. Also, 

if a student misses a class (excused or unexcused), it is the student’s responsibility to 

learn about any missed assignments, discussion, and so on. The student should do this by 

talking to other students (first), the teaching assistants (second), and, if necessary, the 

professor (third). Participation involves taking part in class activities, discussing class 

readings in an informed way, discussing ongoing campaign events, and completing 

occasional informal assignments. 

 

Attendance/Participation is not a formal part of students’ grade, except in exceptional 

cases. Students who regularly actively participate can earn a bonus of up to 2% to their 

final grade. Students also can have up to 2% deducted from their final grade. This occurs 

for students who are chronically absent, disruptive, and/or clearly regularly spend their 

time during class engaging in other activities (e.g., sleeping, texting). 

 

All assignments should include the student’s name and full references and must be uploaded via 

Blackboard. 

A table with a summary of due dates appears at the end of the syllabus. There will be some 

informal assignments, however, that are not listed on the syllabus; these will be discussed in 

class. 

Writing requirement.  

mailto:ebadergr@u.rochester.edu
mailto:ochriste@u.rochester.edu


mailto:tmarian4@u.91������̳.edu
https://urmc-rochester.libanswers.com/faq/377626


https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2020/11/bush-v-gore-and-the-2000-election-never-ended.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/interactive/2021/911-books-american-values/
https://www.thenation.com/article/world/american-endless-wars/
https://www.forbes.com/investing/great-recession/
https://www.cfr.org/article/arab-spring-ten-years-whats-legacy-uprisings
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/19/us/politics/covid-democrats-republicans.html
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/new-census-projections-show-immigration-is-essential-to-the-growth-and-vitality-of-a-more-diverse-us-population/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/new-census-projections-show-immigration-is-essential-to-the-growth-and-vitality-of-a-more-diverse-us-population/
https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2017/8/14/16143582/charlottesville-prejudice-psychology
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/03/17/upshot/partisan-segregation-maps.html
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/Understanding_the_Crisis_in_Institutional_Trust.pdf
https://books.google.com/books/about/Media_Politics.html?id=R4M8twEACAAJ
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/annals-of-inquiry/we-know-less-about-social-media-than-we-think
https://www.brennancenter.org/series/ai-and-elections
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“Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Elections and Campaigns,” National Center for State Legislatures, 

https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/artificial-intelligence-ai-in-elections-and-campaigns
https://books.google.com/books/about/Polarization.html?id=TguXDwAAQBAJ
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/08/24/trumps-approval-ratings-so-far-are-unusually-stable-and-deeply-partisan/?utm_source=Pew+Research+Center&utm_campaign=e8d4cf0f46-Weekly_2020_08_29&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3e953b9b70-e8d4cf0f46-400817481
https://www.pewresearch.org/staff/amina-dunn
https://www.pewresearch.org/staff/amina-dunn
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2019/10/10/partisan-antipathy-more-intense-more-personal/
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abe1715
https://perceptiongap.us/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780080970868930381
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/referenceworks/9780080970875
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/referenceworks/9780080970875
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electstud.2022.102487
https://www.ifes.org/sites/default/files/migrate/english_primer_0.pdf
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/election-administration-at-state-and-local-levels
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/voting-laws-roundup-may-2024?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR31j_HsFDsNZ_ojXr5sncDWL6WpWucWZR-nf8lLtvu73e-rBaF2BNv-z6Y_aem_ZmFrZWR1bW15MTZieXRlcw
https://journalistsresource.org/politics-and-government/poll-worker-threats-violence/
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State Election Law Paper Due 

 

September 24  Test 

 

September 26  Polling 

 

The Voter’s Guide to Election Polls

https://aapor.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/AAPOR-Task-Force-on-2020-Pre-Election-Polling_Report-FNL.pdf
https://aapor.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/AAPOR-Task-Force-on-2020-Pre-Election-Polling_Report-FNL.pdf
https://www.pewresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2023/04/PM_2023.04.19_Polling-Landscape_FINAL.pdf
https://electionstudies.org/data-tools/anes-guide/
https://abcnews.go.com/538
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/pdf/10.1111/1468-2508.t01-1-00015?casa_token=LhOEtX2Fqh4AAAAA:JWvnqO75K9OhSQDILrUg4UjvlUT8PIQQtmOAN3PM0MUb1-V08468xHzeNIZi8xSwDVXAUUsDu1LyYw
https://www.usnews.com/news/the-report/articles/2018-08-24/1968-democratic-conventions-showcased-chaos-and-division
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/28/us/politics/chicago-1968-democratic-convention-.html
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/9780815735274_ch1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aO6G7xy_KV4
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“Political Campaigns and Big Data

http://www.jstor.com/stable/23723484
https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/todd_rogers/files/nickerson.rogers.science.2020.pdf.
about:blank
https://misinforeview.hks.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/saltz_misinformation_interventions_20211027.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/misinformation-is-eroding-the-publics-confidence-in-democracy/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1461444819893984?casa_token=VepBTD9aokUAAAAA%3AulLzhf4MjyKkfQFQ_FdjCvhB3aitL3An-fpXmxaAJJDUyFUtFl8PdFP_NSXUiAaebfZbjC33sHbeYWs
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1461444819893984?casa_token=VepBTD9aokUAAAAA%3AulLzhf4MjyKkfQFQ_FdjCvhB3aitL3An-fpXmxaAJJDUyFUtFl8PdFP_NSXUiAaebfZbjC33sHbeYWs
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1461444819893984?casa_token=VepBTD9aokUAAAAA%3AulLzhf4MjyKkfQFQ_FdjCvhB3aitL3An-fpXmxaAJJDUyFUtFl8PdFP_NSXUiAaebfZbjC33sHbeYWs#con2
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1461444819893984?casa_token=VepBTD9aokUAAAAA%3AulLzhf4MjyKkfQFQ_FdjCvhB3aitL3An-fpXmxaAJJDUyFUtFl8PdFP_NSXUiAaebfZbjC33sHbeYWs#con3
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1461444819893984?casa_token=VepBTD9aokUAAAAA%3AulLzhf4MjyKkfQFQ_FdjCvhB3aitL3An-fpXmxaAJJDUyFUtFl8PdFP_NSXUiAaebfZbjC33sHbeYWs#con4
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1461444819893984?casa_token=VepBTD9aokUAAAAA%3AulLzhf4MjyKkfQFQ_FdjCvhB3aitL3An-fpXmxaAJJDUyFUtFl8PdFP_NSXUiAaebfZbjC33sHbeYWs#con5
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1461444819893984?casa_token=VepBTD9aokUAAAAA%3AulLzhf4MjyKkfQFQ_FdjCvhB3aitL3An-fpXmxaAJJDUyFUtFl8PdFP_NSXUiAaebfZbjC33sHbeYWs#con5
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1461444819893984?casa_token=VepBTD9aokUAAAAA%3AulLzhf4MjyKkfQFQ_FdjCvhB3aitL3An-fpXmxaAJJDUyFUtFl8PdFP_NSXUiAaebfZbjC33sHbeYWs#con6
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1461444819893984?casa_token=VepBTD9aokUAAAAA%3AulLzhf4MjyKkfQFQ_FdjCvhB3aitL3An-fpXmxaAJJDUyFUtFl8PdFP_NSXUiAaebfZbjC33sHbeYWs#con7
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/bidens-debate-performance-threatens-his-ability-to-win/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/07/21/politics/inside-bidens-exit-from-2024-race/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/profiles/jeremy-herb
https://www.cnn.com/profiles/mj-lee
https://www.cnn.com/profiles/jeff-zeleny-profile
https://www.cnn.com/profiles/jeff-zeleny-profile
https://www.cnn.com/profiles/phil-mattingly-profile
https://www.cnn.com/profiles/arlette-saenz
https://www.cnn.com/profiles/priscilla-alvarez
http://www.debates.org/
https://www.debates.org/debate-history/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-demise-of-the-commission-on-presidential-debates/


https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/708644?casa_token=pQiFZ5aX3swAAAAA:_Dl4rB8wGEvaF3hRCHsDy5GRzqEq1gzYD_QyS-_VzTItBxRCeow-M_SasugHYxFtuQfaREJc1A
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/691799
https://cawp.rutgers.edu/
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/716300
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/01/opinion/trump-kamala-harris-pronounce.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/02/us/trump-tactic-suspicion-harris.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-5907.2011.00515.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-5907.2011.00515.x
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=CW7CDwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PR10&dq=Sunshine+and+Holbein&ots=gEWjemMKJk&sig=r3mvYwJ6iRQE9W2y52hthoKEgMM#v=onepage&q=Sunshine%20and%20Holbein&f=false
about:blank
https://indigov.com/


https://www.thepolicycircle.org/minibrief/campaign-finance/
https://doi.org/10.7208/9780226713137
https://doi.org/10.7208/9780226713137
https://journalistsresource.org/education/school-board-elections-research/
https://journalistsresource.org/author/denise-marie/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/searching-for-bright-lines-in-the-trump-presidency/CB5F40CBC27EDA75F4D7FC7F171E6880
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1272137.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/09/13/midterms-election-deniers-republicans-democrats/
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2309072120
https://brightlinewatch.org/
https://www.lwv.org/blog/reforming-electoral-count-act
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/29/us/politics/biden-supreme-court-austin-texas.html
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/RL/RL34604/7#:~:text=The%20three%20most%20popular%20reform,the%20winning%20ticket%20in%20each
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/RL/RL34604/7#:~:text=The%20three%20most%20popular%20reform,the%20winning%20ticket%20in%20each
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/john-lewis-voting-rights-advancement-act
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“A Proposal for Bipartisan Federal Election Reform,” by Rachel Orey, Bipartisan Policy Center, 

July 31, 2023. 

 

See https://www.democratic-reforms.org/ 

 

December 5 Reflections on the 2024 Election 

 

  

https://bipartisanpolicy.org/explainer/a-proposal-for-bipartisan-federal-election-reform/
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Assignments 

Assignment Due Date 

AI Legislation Assignment September 10 

State Election Law Data  September 17 

State Election Law Paper September 19 


