
 

Political Science 202W 
Fall 2024 

Lectures on Mondays and Wednesdays (and occasional Fridays), 10:25-11:15 
Recitations on Thursdays or Fridays 

 
Argument in Political Science 

 

 
Professor Gerald Gamm 
Harkness Hall 319 
Email: gerald.gamm@rochester.edu 
Office hours (PSCI 202W only): Monday afternoons, 1:00-2:00 
Additional office hours: Monday afternoons, 2:00-3:00; Friday mornings, 9:15ï10:00 
  
Recitation leaders: Henry Cramer, Dylan Heller, Chloë Humphrey, Seulgi Dianne Lee, Kayla Liss, and 
Alexander Yang. 

 
 
This course introduces students to the questions, concepts, and analytical approaches of political scientists 
and emphasizes careful reading and analytical writing. For its subject matter, this class focuses on the 
tension between majority rule and minority rights in the American political tradition. Topics include 
tyranny of the majority, 
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Requirements and basis for grading 
To receive credit for the course—to pass the course—you must, at minimum, attend recitation on a 
regular basis, submit at least five papers (according to the schedule below), and take the final exam.  
Anyone who does not fulfill these minimal requirements will not receive credit for the course. 
 
Participation in recitation (15%).  You are expected to attend lectures and recitations regularly.  We 
will not penalize occasional absences for legitimate reasons, as defined above.  Your participation grade 
is determined by attendance and active, informed participation in recitations.  You must attend recitation 
on a regular basis—defined, at a bare minimum, as a majority of recitations—to receive credit for the 
course.  If you cannot commit to doing that, however good your reasons, you should not take this course. 
 
Brief pop quizzes (5%).  At a handful of lectures, randomly chosen and unannounced in advance, we 
will distribute pop quizzes.  These will be easyða line or two at mostðdesigned to give full credit to 
anyone doing the readings and showing up for (and paying attention to) lectures.  Students will get half 

http://www.rochester.edu/registrar/students/exam-schedules.html


   

Unit A—Freedom and Slavery 

Aug. 26  Lecture 
Aug. 28  Lecture, with discussion of syllabus and recitation assignments 
Aug. 30  Lecture, with tips for reading and notetaking 
Sept. 2  No class—Labor Day 
Sept. 4  Lecture 
Sept. 6  Discussion: Special class on how to write effective, strong papers 
 
No paper assignment. 
 
Declaration of Independence, 4 July 1776. 
 
Jeffrey Ostler, ñThe Shameful Final Grievance of the Declaration of Independence,ò The Atlantic, 8 Feb. 
2020.  PDF version. 
 
Thomas Jefferson to John Holmes, Letter, 22 Apr. 1820. 
 
William Lloyd Garrison, ñThe American Union,ò The Liberator, 10 Jan. 1845. 
 
Frederick Douglass, ñ

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/02/americas-twofold-original-sin/606163/
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/users/ggamm2/Shameful%20Final%20Grievance.pdf
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/03-15-02-0518
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/the-american-union/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/speeches-african-american-history/1852-frederick-douglass-what-slave-fourth-july/
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/csa_missec.asp
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/historic-document-library/detail/abraham-lincoln-the-gettysburg-address-1863
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution-transcript
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Madison/01-10-02-0178
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Madison/01-10-02-0261
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Madison/01-10-02-0269
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-04-02-0199
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-04-02-0212
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-04-02-0213


   

https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/users/ggamm2/Burke%20Speech%20to%20Electors%20of%20Bristol.pdf
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/melancton-smith-new-york-ratifying-convention/
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-04-02-0192
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Madison/01-10-02-0292
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2647821
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2647821
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23024931
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23024931
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=the+room+where+it+happened&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:ad48be4f,vid:qrkwgEUXyTU,st:0


   

 50ï60 (Vol. 1, Part 1, Chaps. 3ï4) 
 173 (Vol. 1, Part 2, Chap. 1) 
 196ï99, 226ï30 (Vol. 1, Part 2, Chap. 5, first two sections and final section) 
 231ï35 (Vol. 1, Part 2, Chap. 6, first section) 
 246ï61 (Vol. 1, Part 2, Chap. 7) 
 433ï36 (Vol. 2, Part 1, Chap. 2) 
 469ï70 (Vol. 2, Part 1, Chap. 12) 
 503ï9 (Vol. 2, Part 2, Chaps. 1ï 3) 
 535ï38 (Vol. 2, Part 2, Chap. 13) 
 667ï79 (Vol. 2, Part 4, Chaps. 1ï4) 
 690ï705 (Vol. 2, Part 4, Chaps. 6ï8) 
 
Jason Willick, ñHow Alexis de Tocqueville Explains Democratic Party Conformity,ò Washington Post, 
21 Aug. 2024.  PDF version 
 
Steven Hahn, ñThe Deep, Tangled Roots of American Illiberalism,ò New York Times, 4 May 2024.  PDF 
version 
 

 

Unit F— Democratic Liberty 
Oct. 7 Lecture 
Oct. 9 Lecture 
Oct. 10/11 Recitation 
 
Paper due Oct. 8.  Moresðñhabits of the heart,ò ingrained into the lives of ordinary Americansðshaped 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/08/21/democratic-convention-party-conformity/
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/users/ggamm2/Opinion%20_%20How%20Tocqueville%20would%20explain%20the%20Democrats’%20pivot%20from%20Biden%20to%20Harris%20-%20The%20Washington%20P.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/04/opinion/trump-second-term-illiberalism.html
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/users/ggamm2/Opinion%20_%20The%20Deep%2C%20Tangled%20Roots%20of%20American%20Illiberalism%20-%20The%20New%20York%20Times.pdf
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/users/ggamm2/Opinion%20_%20The%20Deep%2C%20Tangled%20Roots%20of%20American%20Illiberalism%20-%20The%20New%20York%20Times.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/04/america-religion-decline-non-affiliated/677951/
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/users/ggamm2/The%20True%20Cost%20of%20the%20Churchgoing%20Bust%20-%20The%20Atlantic.pdf


   

Unit G—Collective Action, Ambition, and Mass Party Politics 
Oct. 21 Lecture 
Oct. 23 Lecture 
Oct. 24/25 Recitation 
 
Paper due Oct. 22.  How does Aldrich draw on the problem of collective action and ambition theory to 
analyze the formation of mass political parties in the 1820s and 1830s and the success of the new 
Republican party in the 1850s?  What do Pierson and Schickler emphasize in their own account of this 
era? 
 
John Aldrich, Why Parties?, 28ï32, 43ï56, 102ï59. 
 
Paul Pierson and Eric Schickler, Partisan Nation, 35ï39. 
 
 
 
Unit H—The Failures of Multiracial Democracy 
Oct. 28  Lecture  
Oct. 30  Lecture 
Oct. 31/Nov. 1 Recitation 
 
Paper due Oct. 29.  How did the formal institutions of American democracy fail to protect the rights of 
Black people in the 1880s and 1890s, and also in the 1930s and 1940s?  Drawing on Levitsky and Ziblatt, 
as well as Joseph, explain the collapse of multiracial democracy in the 1890s.  Then, drawing on 
Katznelson, identify the central features of the mid-20th-century Congressðincluding committees, the 
seniority system, and party organizationðand how those features shaped welfare policy, labor legislation, 
and benefits for veterans.   
 
Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt, Tyranny of the Minority: Why American Democracy Reached the 
Breaking Point (New York: Crown, 2023), Chap. 3: ñIt Has Happened Here.ò 
 
Peniel E. Joseph, ñHow Black Americans Kept Reconstruction Alive,ò The Atlantic, Dec. 2023.  PDF 
version 
 
Ira Katznelson, When Affirmative Action Was White, 12-79, 113-41. 
 
 
 
Unit I— The Fourteenth Amendment, Title VII, Sex, and Gender 
Nov. 4 Lecture 
Nov. 6 Lecture 
Nov. 7/8 Recitation 
 
Paper due Nov. 5.  How did the Fourteenth Amendment and the subordinate place of women in early-
20th-century America shape the Lochner and Muller decisions?  After answering that question, analyze 
the politics and long-term implications of the inclusion of the word ñsexò in Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, the argument of Ruth Bader Ginsburg in 1974 that a new constitutional amendment was 
required to secure the rights of women, and the decision of the Supreme Court in Bostock to extend Title 
VII protections to LGBTQ people. 
 
 ñIf We Were Married,ò Suffs (original Broadway cast). 
 
Nancy Woloch, Muller v. Oregon, 1-46, 65-73, 93-107, 108-33 (skim), 133-51. 
 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/rochester/detail.action?docID=7282887
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/rochester/detail.action?docID=7282887
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2023/12/how-long-reconstruction-period-black-americans/675805/
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/users/ggamm2/How%20Black%20Americans%20Kept%20Reconstruction%20Alive%20-%20The%20Atlantic.pdf
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/users/ggamm2/How%20Black%20Americans%20Kept%20Reconstruction%20Alive%20-%20The%20Atlantic.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTyI6UI4nVQ


   

Jo Freeman, ñHow óSexô Got Into Title VII: Persistent Opportunism as a Maker of Public Policy,ò Law 
and Inequality 

https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/lieq9&i=171
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/wolj60&i=4
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/users/ggamm2/Bostock%20v.%20Clayton%20County.pdf
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/users/ggamm2/Gamm%20and%20Phillips--Party%20Reform%20and%20Abortion%20full%20ms.pdf
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/users/ggamm2/Griswold%20v.%20Connecticut.pdf
https://documents.law.yale.edu/before-roe
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/users/ggamm2/Obergefell%20v.%20Hodges.pdf
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/users/ggamm2/Dobbs%20v.%20Jackson%20Women’s%20Health%20Organization.pdf


   

Unit L—Polarization and Democratic Erosion 
Nov. 25 Lecture 
Nov. 27 No class--Thanksgiving 
Nov. 29 No class--Thanksgiving 
Dec. 2 Lecture 
Dec. 4 Lecture 
Dec. 5/6 Recitation 
 
Paper due Dec. 3.  In what specific ways do Pierson and Schickler believe American democracy is in 

https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/telegram-william-mckinley-conceding-the-presidential-election
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/telegram-president-truman-conceding-the-presidential-election
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yn1FOyaM_c4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tee5W4XTY5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U_l1q0lBjbM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sMLmaZ8hUwM
https://www.c-span.org/video/?309302-1/mitt-romney-concession-speech
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-Zt_oGTm4I
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/presidential-documents-archive-guidebook/presidential-campaigns-debates-and-endorsements-2
https://www.c-span.org/video/?507774-1/president-trump-video-statement-capitol-protesters
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/08/opinion/trump-republicans-spain-brazil.html
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/users/ggamm2/Opinion%20_%20Trump%20Is%20Nothing%20Without%20Republican%20Accomplices%20-%20The%20New%20York%20Times.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/democrats-democratic-norms-kamala-harris-adam-schiff-stacey-abrams-donald-trump-6e345206?mod=hp_opin_pos_1
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/democrats-democratic-norms-kamala-harris-adam-schiff-stacey-abrams-donald-trump-6e345206?mod=hp_opin_pos_1
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/users/ggamm2/Democrats%20and%20Democratic%20Norms%20-%20WSJ.pdf

