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Course Description 
 
The purpos e of this semi nar is to fami l i ari z e student s with the poli t i cal inst rum ent at the 
heart of repr es ent at i ve de mocrac y – the poli t i cal p art y.  We be gi n with the prem i s e that 
most observant part i ci pa nt s in democrat i c poli t i ca l s yst e m s have some id ea about the role 
and funct i oni ng o f the po li t i cal part y. But be yond this worki ng knowl ed ge of part i es as 
elect i on -time compet i t or s, how much does one kn ow about this poli t i cal actor? What 
different i at es a pa rt y fro m other soci al groups? Wha t are the diff erent m oti vat i ons for 
part y form at i on? Wh y do cert ai n pa rt i es emer ge “nat ural l y”, whe re as other prefe renc e 
groups find part y form a t i on and succes s dif fi cul t ?  From this start i ng point, we will 
ex pl ore the hist ori cal dev el opm ent of part i es and 
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Howeve r, no prior cou rs e work on part y poli t i cs or poli t i cal s yst em s is requi red to take 
this cours e.  
 
Informed participation in class: S t udent s are ex pect ed to attend and part i ci pat e  

i n all class meet i ngs.  Thi s semi na r places an emph as i s on discus s i on and de bat e,  
and thus, acti ve pa rt i ci pa t i on is essent i al and ex pect ed.  

 
Man y o f the readi n gs ar e chal l en gi n g, and ther efo re, student s shoul d car efu l l y 
read and t ake notes on th e readi n gs prio r to attend i ng class.  

 
Please note that if you ne ed to miss class due to illnes s, pleas e noti f y me vi a emai l 
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Grading for the course will be determined as follows: 
For 253 Students: 

    Parti ci pat i on:    25% 
   2 5-7 page pa pers:   50% total 

    Final Exam:    25% 
 
 For 253W Students: 
    Parti ci pat i on:   25% 
    2 5-7 page pa pers:   35% total  
    Final Exam    20% 

13-15 page resea rch p ape r:  20% 
 
Academic Honesty Policy  
All assignm ent s and acti vi t i es associ at ed with this cours e must be pe rform ed in 
accord anc e with t he Uni vers i t y of Roches t er's Academi c Honest y Poli c y. More 
inform at i on is avai l abl e at: www.roches t e r.edu/col l ege/hones t y .  

In this course, the following additional requirements are in effect:  
You are encour a ged to di scus s cours e readi n gs wit h your fell ow student s. However, all 
writ t en work  must be do ne independent l y and not in coll aborat i on with an ot her  person, 
outsi de of Profes s or Me gui d or Writ i ng Fellows acti ng in thei r of fi ci al cap ac i t y . For this 
cours e, AI, such as Chat GPT, may NOT be used. Use of AI at any stage  in the writ i ng 
proces s will be consi de re d cheat i n g. Not onl y doe s use of AI unde rm i ne th e peda go gi c al  
purpos e of the assi gnm en t, but be awar e that AI is prone to “hal l uci na t i n g,” creat i n g 
sources that do not ex ist, in addi t i on to produci ng vagu e and uns at i s f yi n g p apers.  
 
Readings 
I n this cou rs e, we will re ad mainl y book chapt ers and journal arti cl es.   
Journal arti cl es and chapt ers in edit ed volum es ar e avai l abl e on- line t hrou gh Blackbo ard  
(learn.ro ches t e r.edu, PSC/IR 253)  
 

https://www.rochester.edu/college/honesty/index.23/URWh.rochester.edu/college/honesty/i0 R/21olltolle2>><</K 18/Lang(EN-US)/P 79 0 R/Pg 6/O/2loc60 R/21olltolle2>><</K 18/Lang(EN-US)/P 79 n6 R/6 79s62[0 c12loc60 R/21olltolle2>><</K 18/Lang(EN-US22y]/PP 79 0 R/Pg 3 0 R/S/P>><</A 308 0 R/BS<</S12<</KLang//i0 R/21olltolle2>><</K 18/Lang(EN-US 0 R/Pg9/f R/321/Lang(EN-US)/P 79 0 R/Pg 6 0 R/S/H2x[92.85 709.45 51Lang(EN-US 0 R/Pg9/f R/321/Lang(EN-US)/P8t/mtN-UHang(8i969.45/48/f R/32Pg9/f R/321/Lang(EN-US)/P8t/mtN-UHang(8i9t3(8i969.45/48/f R/32Pg9/f R/321/Lang(ENp421Lan2ng(CIDcg902an2ng(CIDcg902an2ng(CIDcg902an2ng(CIDcg90248/f R/30.7t CR>>6 331 2589 332 2632 333 26354 Tg(Cti R/ti R/ti R/ti R/ti R/ti R/ti R/ti R/ti R/5S)/pO042pO042pO042pO042pO042pO042pO042pO042pO0425321pO042pO042pO042pO042pO042pO042pO042pO042pO0425(CIpO042pO042pO042pO042pO042pO042pO042pO042pO04259 3pO058w42pO042pO042pO042pO042pO042pO042 R/Pn R///058w42pO042pO042pO042pO042pO042pc2pO2pO Au/(ht8n30vk1i969.45/48/f R/32Pg9/f R/321/Lang(ENp421Lar154 Tg(Cti R/ti R/ti R/ti R/ti R/ti R/ti R/ti R/tENp421Lan2ng(CIDcg902an2ng(CIDcg902a3h6 t3oti R/ti R/ti R2 R/S/P>><</A 308 0 R/BS<</S12<</KLang//i0 RR/21olltolle2>><</K 18/Lang(EN-US 0 R/Pg9/2f R/321/Lang(EN-US)/P 79 0 R/Pg 6 0 R/S/H20e2>><</K 18/Lang(EN-US22y]/PP 79 0 R/Pg 3 0 R/S/P>><</A 308 0 R/BS<</]/PP 79 0 R/Pg 3 02R/S/P>><</A 308 0 R/BS<</]/PP 79 0 R/Pg 3 03R/S/P>><</A 308 0 R/BS<</]/PP 79 0 R/Pg 3 04R/S/P>><</A 308 0 R/BS<</]/PP 79 0 R/Pg 3 05R/S/P>><</A 308 0 R/BS<</]/PP 79 0 H1P 79 0 R/Pg 6 0 R/S/P>><</K 24/Lan/PP 79 0 R/Pg 3 07/Pg 6 0 R/S/P>><</K 24/Lan/PP 79 0 R/Pg 3 08/Pg 6 0 R/S/P>><</K 24/Lan/PP 79 0 R/Pg 3 09e2>><</K 18/Lang(EN-US22y]/PP 79 0 R/Pg 3 0 0e2>><</K 18/Lang(EN-US22y]/PP 79 0 R/Pg 3 0  R/S/P>><</A 308 0 R/BS<</]/PP 79 0 R/Pg 3 012R/S/P>><</A 308 0 R/BS<</]/PP 79 0 R/Pg 3 013R/S/P>><</A 308 0 R/BS<</]/PP 79 0 42pO0425(CIpO042pO042pO042pO042pO042]/PP 79 0 R/Pg 3 015pO042pO042pO042pO042pO042]/PP 79 0 R/Pg 3 01R/Pg 6 0 R/S/P>><</K 24/Lan/PP 79 0 R/Pg 3 017/Pg 6 0 R/S/P>><</K 24/Lan/PP 79 0 R/Pg 3 018/Pg 6 0 R/S/P>><</K 24/Lan/PP 79 0 R/Pg 3 019e2>><</K 18/Lang(EN-US22y]/PP 79 0 R/P
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Part I. Foundations: Function and Form 
W hat is a part y?  What differ ent i at es it from other poli t i cal actors, such as s oci al 
movem ent s and interes t groups?  What are the ad vant a ges and the limi t at i ons of  the 
defi ni t i ons offered b y di f ferent theo ri es? What are the impl i cat i ons of these different 
concept i ons for p art y interact i on?  
 
 
Week One: Introduction and Theoretical Foundations (Jan 23) 
 
Downs, Anthon y. An Econom i c T heor y of Demo crac y . New Yo rk: Harp e r and Brot h ers, 
1957.  Chapt er 2. LINK  
 
Schl es i nge r, J. “On the Theor y of Part y Or gani z at i on.” Journal of Poli t i cs . 46.2 (1984): 
369-400. LINK   
 
Marx, Karl and Friedri ch Engel s. Th e Comm uni s t Mani fes t o . Ox ford: Ox ford UP, 1998 
(1888). Parts I, II, and IV . LIN K  or an y versi on yo u can find onli ne.  
 
Part II. Party Origins: Theories and Applications 
How and wh y do pa rt i es come about?  Are some typ es o f part i es mor e “nat ural ” than 
others?  Do we see a ch a nge in the reasons b ehi nd part y form at i on or are th e ro ot s of 
modern part i es firm l y est abl i s hed in the past?  Are West ern theori es of pa rt y fo rm at i on 
vali d acros s non- West ern cases?  How do we re ct i f y rec ent l y emer ged part i es with the 

https://rochester.box.com/s/0q7p0dip7nnorke0t961lfyqkf440724
https://rochester.app.box.com/s/bv6g7fjxpl2fk93cf003meefzyqpvxln
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/rochester/reader.action?docID=3386380&ppg=1
https://rochester.box.com/s/huqc0vc1j2rij3rvmft7nuzh65cvwpt8
https://rochester.box.com/s/tuf8hew4zb7gpwdzzcr6q2lgd4ha8iui
https://rochester.box.com/s/b1k68mt47zjss23oon1aq1zq483n81hk
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Bates,  Robe rt H. “Mode r ni z at i on, Ethnic Compet it i on and the Rati onal i t y o f Poli t i cs in 
Cont em porar y Africa.” In Stat e versus Ethni c Clai m s: African Poli c y Dile m m as . Eds. 
Donal d Rothchi l d and Vict or Oloruns ol a. Boul der, CO: West vi ew Press, 1983. 152- 171. 
LIN K  
 

https://rochester.box.com/s/ry5f73795xtf8zfjsy0zyditp27ephfi
https://rochester.box.com/s/ncx8i7euym022x0fp5l58ij6cffs5czs
https://rochester.box.com/s/0eypuadaf3prhvyr2ub8watahfs6jbvn
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/party-competition-between-unequals/0FE7C0230AE07780E36415DA7EAFF47F
https://rochester.box.com/s/7enjnklfpc4dhv2xesukql0wtgp6k9l1
https://rochester.box.com/s/bamf1i9ipsmsvjvcxltgk8o2bc6w5i12
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/party-competition-between-unequals/0FE7C0230AE07780E36415DA7EAFF47F
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Part III. Parameters of Political Debate 
W hi ch issues get debat ed in the poli t i cal arena? How does the ideol o gi cal cont ent of the 
poli t i cal agen da ch an ge?  Wh y do part i es choos e cert ai n ideol o gi cal posi t i on s over 
others?  What drives thei r posi t i on- taki ng: vote -

https://rochester.box.com/s/1ftki1oia94bsjkkvod1ddgc7s89cg69
https://rochester.box.com/s/48pj5lzbb4s341uczfhgl79l2lacqktj
https://rochester.box.com/s/2c79pywqno4zr8ry20g6ome68it4vuox
https://rochester.box.com/s/fq4p4sndejxwi7rhgglosi3kxhemp2dm
https://rochester.box.com/s/eghaf0g03t7sc9ctrmck27hoy6cmbbbu
https://rochester.box.com/s/ddvwwiqhyfzb2o3gofvw90rre2x1zo7x
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No Class, April 9 – 2nd paper due by 5pm 
 
 
IV. Recent Developments: Temporary Shifts or a True Transformation? 
Do rec ent clai m s about changes in part y s yst em s and part y or gani z at i ons signi f y 
temporar y shift s or the re arran gem ent of pa rt y poli t i cs?  Are these trends re st ri ct ed to 
advanc ed indus t ri al dem ocra ci es or are the y o ccu rri ng in othe r re gi ons?  Does part y 
profes s i onal i z at i on spel l the end of repres ent at i ve poli t i cal s yst em s?  Do empi ri cal fact s 
support these theoret i c al concl us i ons?  
 
Week Ten: Changes in Party System (April 16 ) 
 
R ose, Richard and Derek Urwi n, “Pers i s t enc e and Change in West ern Pa rt y S yst em s, 
1945-69.” In Pete r Mair (ed), The West Europe an Part y S yst em . Ox ford: Ox ford UP, 
1990: 185-194. 
 
Dalton, Russel l and Mart i n Watt enberg (eds). Pa rt i es without Part i s ans.  Oxford: Ox ford 
UP, 2000. Chapt ers 2,  3 and 4. LINK  
 
Abramowi t z , Alan I. and Kyle L. Saunders . “ Is Polari z at i on a Myth? ” Journal of Politics. 
70.2 (2008): 542-55. LIN K  
 
 
Week Twelve: (April 23 ) Changing Models of Party Organizations 
 
Katz, Richard S. and Peter Mair. “Ch an gi ng Mod el s of Part y Or gani z at i on and Part y 
Democra c y.” Party Politics  1.1(1995): 5-28. LIN K  
 
Cross, Willi am and Lisa Young. 2008. “Factors In fl uenci n g the De ci s i on of the Young 
Poli t i cal l y Enga ged To J oin a Poli t i cal Part y: An Inv est i gat i on of the Cana di an Case.” 
Party Politics. 14(3): LINK  
 
Scarrow, Susan E. 2019. “ The Chan gi n g Natur e of Poli t i cal Part y M embers hi p .”  Oxford 
Research Encyclopedias, Politics. 1-20. LIN K  
 
 
Week Thirteen: Political Party Challenges for Democracy and Representation and 
Course Wrap-up (April 30) 
 
Levi t s k y, Steven and Da ni el Zibl at t. 2018. How Democra ci es Die. New York: Crown. 
Chapt ers 1 and 2. LIN K   
 
Taub , Amanda and Max Fisher. “Facebook fuel ed anti -refu ge e atta cks in German y, new 
resea rch su gges t s.” New York Times . 8/21/2018. LIN K   
 
***Research papers for the W students due May 2 by 5pm.  
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***Cumulative final exam for all students May 9 starting at 4 pm. 
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