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Laptops will not be allowed in class, and you won’t need them (without prior notice for 
planned in-class activities). We will be using class time for in-person discussions (in addition 
to the lecture component of the class). All relevant course materials and announcements 
regarding deadlines, etc. will be posted online, so you won’t be responsible for writing down 
deadlines, logistical details, etc. in class. 
 
You may use generative AI to do research (i.e., to explore topics or test your arguments) or 
to polish short sections of your writing. You cannot outsource the writing of entire 
assignments, or substantial parts of assignments (i.e., more than a few sentences out of an 
entire assignment). You are fully responsible for the substantive content of any assignment 
you turn in. Furthermore, you are responsible for correct attribution of ideas (i.e., citations), 
an area in which current generations of generative AI are fairly weak. Incorrect or missing 
citations will be harshly punished and may, depending on the circumstances, constitute 
evidence of academic misconduct. If you use generative AI in any way, you are required to 
write a short statement (1-2 sentences) explaining how you used it and may be required to 
provide information such as why you think it improved your output
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Grading: 
 



 4 

Schedule: 
 

Unit Week of Agenda Assignment 
0: Introduction Jan. 15th  Introduction NA 
1: Science and Empiricism Jan. 22nd  What is science? Perusall quiz + 

academic honesty 
acknowledgement 

 Jan. 29th The historical 
origins of science 

Mokyr (2005) 

 Feb. 5

https://web.stanford.edu/~jsabol/certainty/readings/Galileo-Assayer.pdf
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