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SYLLABUS 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: An examination of international environmental law and 

policy with a special focus on efforts to address climate change, including the Paris 

Agreement under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. This course serves 

as a companion to PSC 246, but PSC 246 is not a prerequisite. The goal of this course is 

to provide a foundational understanding of this rapidly developing field. Topics include 

consideration of the scientific, political, and economic drivers of international 

environmental law; the principles of international environmental law; the variety of tools 

(e.g., treaties, agreements, “soft law,” voluntary incentive programs and market-based 

approaches); and examples of how some international environmental issues have been 

addressed to date, including efforts on climate change. The course will be taught through 

lectures, discussion, a group project and three tests.  

 

CREDIT HOURS: 4 credit hours. This course follows the College credit hour policy for 

4-credit courses. This course meets twice weekly for 150 minutes per week. The course 

also includes independent out of class assignments and group work for 1 hour per week, 

including using assigned readings and other class materials (as noted in the syllabus 

assignments). These activities include preparation to lead or participate in group 

discussion, work on group discussion questions, worksheets (posted on Blackboard), 

reflections, and a team-based group project. Students are expected to spend at least 8 

hours per week on assigned reading and assignments as discussed below. Length of 

reading assignments will vary given the complexity of the material assigned. 

mailto:mnovymarx@gmail.com


OFFICE HOURS & COMMUNICATIONS: I will have office hours before class from 

10:00-11:00am Tuesdays in Harkness 307 or by appointment. The best way to contact me 

is by e-mail (mnovymarx@gmail.com). Claire Kross  (ckross@u.rochester.edu) and 

Katrina Kang (xkang6@u.rochester.edu) are the teaching assistants this semester. Their 

office hours will be announced the first day of clss (specific room TBA).

-

 

mailto:mnovymarx@gmail.com
mailto:ckross@u.rochester.edu
mailto:xkang6@u.rochester.edu


https://writing.rochester.edu/
http://www.rochester.edu/college/cetl/
https://www.rochester.edu/college/ccas/undergraduate/daca/index.html
https://www.rochester.edu/care/


IEL Principles Reading Handout – on Blackboard under Learning Modules, Week 

1 

 

 Homework Due Tuesday Jan 23 before class: IEL principles worksheet. We 

will also discuss this in class in groups. Please submit Homework on Blackboard. 

   

II. The Hole in the Stratospheric Ozone Layer & the Montreal Protocol: Mobilizing 

an Effective International Response  

 

Jan. 25 (Thur

https://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/10/science/the-montreal-protocol-a-little-treaty-that-could.html
https://www.npr.org/2019/06/07/730397319/sean-davis-what-can-we-learn-from-the-global-effort-to-save-the-ozone-layer
https://www.npr.org/2019/06/07/730397319/sean-davis-what-can-we-learn-from-the-global-effort-to-save-the-ozone-layer
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/09/1046452
https://www.earthday.org/what-can-we-learn-from-the-montreal-protocol/#:~:text=Montreal%20Protocol%2C%20a%20landmark%20agreement,them%20phase%20out%20these%20substances.
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/917060248


Reading: Coral Davenport, “

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/15/world/africa/kigali-deal-hfc-air-conditioners.html#:~:text=KIGALI%2C%20Rwanda%20%E2%80%94%20Negotiators%20from%20more,in%20air%2Dconditioners%20and%20refrigerators.
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/15/world/africa/kigali-deal-hfc-air-conditioners.html#:~:text=KIGALI%2C%20Rwanda%20%E2%80%94%20Negotiators%20from%20more,in%20air%2Dconditioners%20and%20refrigerators.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/11/03/140-countries-will-now-phase-out-hfcs-what-are-these-and-why-do-they-matter/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/11/03/140-countries-will-now-phase-out-hfcs-what-are-these-and-why-do-they-matter/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/06/opinion/climate-treaty-kigali-amendment.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/06/opinion/climate-treaty-kigali-amendment.html
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/04/disposing-old-cfcs-refrigerants-reduces-climate-change-greenhouse-gases-cheaply/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/04/disposing-old-cfcs-refrigerants-reduces-climate-change-greenhouse-gases-cheaply/
https://www.loe.org/shows/segments.html?programID=10-P13-00046&segmentID=1
https://www.loe.org/shows/segments.html?programID=10-P13-00046&segmentID=1
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/I/Brochure_UNEP_CITES_eng.pdf
https://cites.org/eng/disc/how.php
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CITES
https://cites.org/eng/CITES_S-G_Presentation_ReverseTheRed_IUCN_Congress_sustainableuse_06092021
https://cites.org/eng/prog/Permit_system


https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/wildlife/2020/World_Wildlife_Report_2020_9July.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2014/08/can-you-wage-a-war-on-poaching/375760/
https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/public/Research/Africa/0214Wildlife.pdf
https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/public/Research/Africa/0214Wildlife.pdf
https://www.nature.org/en-us/what-we-do/our-priorities/protect-water-and-land/
https://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/guest-articles/nature-for-life-galvanizing-political-will/
https://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/guest-articles/we-can-bend-the-curve-on-terrestrial-biodiversity-loss/


In class presentations on country conservation NGOs and National Biodiversity 

Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAP) 

   

 

IV. Hazardous Waste, Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Waste, “Toxic 

Colonialism,” and The Basel Convention  

 

March 5 (Tues) Hazardous Waste, Transboundary Shipment & Disposal, “Toxic 

Colonialism and the Strategy & Structure of the Basel Convention: What is waste? What 

is hazardous waste? What is “toxic colonialism?” Design of Basel Convention as a global 

notice and consent regime (PIC), not a ban. How does the Basel Convention work? Why 

didn’t the U.S. ratify it and what role is the U.S. playing? Economics, politics and ethics 

of exporting hazardous waste. Recovery and recycling industry. Economic, political and 

ethical challenge. 

 

 Reading: The Global Environment, Ch. 11; Ch. 6 pp. 175

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/05/magazine/e-waste-offers-an-economic-opportunity-as-well-as-toxicity.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/05/magazine/e-waste-offers-an-economic-opportunity-as-well-as-toxicity.html
https://www.epa.gov/international-cooperation/cleaning-electronic-waste-e-waste
https://www.digitaltrends.com/cool-tech/e-waste-recycling-united-states/
https://www.asil.org/insights/volume/23/issue/7/basel-convention-parties-take-global-lead-mitigating-plastic-pollution
https://www.asil.org/insights/volume/23/issue/7/basel-convention-parties-take-global-lead-mitigating-plastic-pollution
https://earth.org/how-the-basel-convention-has-harmed-developing-countries/#:~:text=The%20shortcomings%20of%20the%20Basel,have%20on%20these%20poorer%20nations.


Mar. 21 (Thurs)  TEST #2: Biodiversity, Transboundary Hazardous Waste & N/S 

issues  

 

V. Forests: Forest Group Projects, Absence of Global Forest Regime, EU’s FLEGT 

& International Market Based Approaches 

 

 

Mar. 26 (Tues) Importance of Forests, State of the World’s Forests, Concept of 

Sustainability, International Forest Principles: Ecosystem services provided by forests. 

Thorny issues of forest protection, logging, illegal logging, conversion of forests, 

desertification and climate change. Why isn’t there a global forest convention?  

 

 Reading: “The State of the World’s Forests 2020” (UNEP FAO Report) Online 

executive summary. 

 

 Helen MacDonald, “Dead Forests and Living Memories” (New York Times 

 Magazine, Sept. 17, 2015). 

 

  

Mar. 28 (Thurs) EU’s Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) Action 

Plan.  What is FLEGT? How is sustainable forest management through trade and 

regulation working in the Absence of a Global Forest Protocol? 

 

 Video: “The Story of FLEGT”  7 min. 

 

 Reading: “The State of the World’s Forests 2020” (UNEP FAO Report) Ch. 4-7 

 

About FLEGT Online information (FLEGT.org) 

 

You will select Group Presentation topics and times for audience participation –

these presentations will be on April 4  (Thurs) and April 9 (Thurs) – by Zoom 

 

Apr. 2 (Tues) Amazonas case study: The Amazonas Lodge in Peru, a study of 

ecotourism and community-based conservation strategies. 

 

 Reading: Amazonas case study handout – (To be found on Blackboard in 

Learning Modules)  

 

Prepare for role play in class. We will divide into three groups, representing the 

three main stakeholder groups in this case: the Indigenous community members, 

the Amazonas Lodge company, and the international foundations. 

 

Apr. 4 (Thurs) – Presentations if you are assigned for this day as presenter or audience 

 

Apr. 9 (Tues) – Presentations if you are assigned for this day as presenter or audience 

  

https://www.fao.org/state-of-forests/en/
https://www.fao.org/state-of-forests/en/
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/20/magazine/dead-forests-and-living-memories.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmdrtXR96Pk
https://www.fao.org/3/ca8642en/online/ca8642en.html
https://flegt.org/about-flegt/


https://www.epa.gov/climatechange-science/basics-climate-change
https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/
https://www.mckinsey.com/capabilities/sustainability/our-insights/an-affordable-reliable-competitive-path-to-net-zero?stcr=2EF31849B7374597AAA2E3C29335A443&cid=other-eml-ttn-mip-mck&hlkid=7f06c6957d91441fab20bd166eb7d3a4&hctky=9985081&hdpid=29d85515-32b9-4cb2-9e61-05bee521d21b#/
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/14/world/europe/a-climate-deal-6-fateful-years-in-the-making.html?
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/11/business/economy/india-is-caught-in-a-climate-change-quandary.html
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/everything-you-need-to-know-about-the-u-s-china-climate-change-agreement/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/everything-you-need-to-know-about-the-u-s-china-climate-change-agreement/
https://nextshark.com/chinas-air-pollution-kills-1-million-people-costs-38-billion-year-study-finds
https://nextshark.com/chinas-air-pollution-kills-1-million-people-costs-38-billion-year-study-finds
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-45949323


April 23 (Tues) Paris Agreement (COP 21): How does the Paris Agreement work? Why 

is it structured the way it is? Significance of goal & “All in” strategy. How the major 

provisions reflect art of compromise. NDCs, “name and shame,” loss and damage, 

climate finance. 

 

Reading: “Inside the Paris Climate Deal,” New York Times (December 12, 2015)  

 
“Climate Accord is a Healing Step if Not a Cure,” New York Times (December 

12, 2015)  

 

“Paris Climate Change Agreement: The Deal at a Glance,” The Telegraph 

(December 12, 2015)  

 

Robinson Meyer, “A Reader’s Guide to the Paris Agreement” (The Atlantic 

Monthly Dec 16, 2015)   

 

“Key Aspects of the Paris Agreement” United Nations, Climate Change. 

 

April 25 (Thurs) Paris Agreement ~ Future Prospects? Test 3 Review: What did Trump 

Administration withdrawal from Paris Agreement mean in a global context? What about 

President Biden’s decision to reenter the Paris Agreement? Current status and COP 28. 

 

Dave Keating, “The Paris Climate Agreement Survived Trump. Can It Survive 

Brazil’s Bolsonaro?” (Forbes, Oct 24, 2018). 

 

Somini Sengupta, “China, in Nudge to U.S., Makes a New Promise to Tackle 

Global Warming” (New York Times, Dec. 12, 2020). 

 

Vivienne Walt, “Why It Matters that the U.S. Rejoined the Paris Agreement” 

(Fortune, Feb. 16, 2021). 

 

David Vetter, “As U.S. Rejoins Paris Agreement, Here’s Why India Could Be 

Key to Global Climate Action” (Forbes, Feb. 19, 2021). 

 

Molly Bergen and Holly Mountford, “Six Signs of Progress Since the Adoption of 

the Paris Agreement (Eco-Business, Dec. 10, 2020). 

 

The future for environmental treaties? Constant Meheut and Catherine Porter, 

“Danone sued over its plastic use under a landmark law,” New York Times, 

January 10, 2023.  

 

April 30 (Tues) - Test #3 -- Climate Change (this test may also be held during Finals 

Week – TBD) 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/12/12/world/paris-climate-change-deal-explainer.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/13/science/earth/climate-accord-is-a-healing-step-if-not-a-cure.html
https://unfccc.int/most-requested/key-aspects-of-the-paris-agreement
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davekeating/2018/10/24/the-paris-climate-agreement-survived-trump-can-it-survive-brazils-bolsonaro/?sh=7577ac156435
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davekeating/2018/10/24/the-paris-climate-agreement-survived-trump-can-it-survive-brazils-bolsonaro/?sh=7577ac156435
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/12/climate/china-xi-greenhouse-gases.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/12/climate/china-xi-greenhouse-gases.html
https://fortune.com/2021/02/16/paris-climate-agreement-us-rejoined-biden-administration-why-it-matters/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidrvetter/2021/02/19/as-us-rejoins-paris-agreement-heres-why-india-could-be-key-to-global-climate-action/?sh=57ca9a382418
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidrvetter/2021/02/19/as-us-rejoins-paris-agreement-heres-why-india-could-be-key-to-global-climate-action/?sh=57ca9a382418
https://www.eco-business.com/opinion/6-signs-of-progress-since-the-adoption-of-the-paris-agreement/
https://www.eco-business.com/opinion/6-signs-of-progress-since-the-adoption-of-the-paris-agreement/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/09/world/europe/danone-sued-plastic-use-france.html#:~:text=PARIS%20%E2%80%94%20Danone%2C%20the%20French%20dairy,face%20of%20the%20climate%20crisis.


The Final Exam period scheduled for this course is Tuesday, May 7 at 7:15pm – 

until confirmed do not schedule any travel during this time. We may use this date for 

Test #3 depending on progress during the semester 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 


