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due on February 19 (to be discussed on February 21). Finally, synthesize these
summaries so the sources connect on/build on one another. In about 4 pages,
explain how your question relates to the literature you review and present some
expectations/hypotheses. This is due on February 26 (to be discussed on February
28).

c. Research design. Identify the main dependent and independent variables. Discuss
your population, sample, measures, and data collection plan. Describe how you
will analyze your data to test your expectations. This is due on March 6 (to be
discussed on March 18).

d. Data collection. Collect your data and organize it for analysis. Report on your
experience collecting the data. This is due on March 23 (to be discussed on March
25).

e. Data analysis and interpretation. Report descriptive statistics about your sample
(e.g., percent Democrat, Republican, Independent) and of your variables (e.g.,
average scores). Engage in analyses relating your dependent and independent
variables. (There is no expectation of statistical analyses beyond basic crosstabs
and correlations, although those familiar with more advanced statistics are
encouraged to use what they know.) Interpret the results, explaining whether they
are consistent or contrary to expectations (use graphs/figures). Time in class will
be provided to work on this on April 3. This is due on April 13 (to be discussed
on April 15).

The final paper should include all of the above, with transitions, as well as a conclusion that



Tables with a summary of due dates appear at the end of the syllabus. There will be several
informal assignments, however, that are not listed on the syllabus; these will be discussed in
class.

Readings

Each student should regularly read about the 2024 campaign in a major newspaper (e.g., The
New York Times, Democrat and Chronicle). We will discuss campaign events in many classes.
All other readings are either provided by links on the syllabus or will be e-mailed by the
Professor. Readings could be changed throughout the semester; this will be discussed in class.

Students are expected to read all of the assigned readings before each class.



Course Outline

January 17 Introduction
January 22  Politics in the 215t Century: From Bush v. Gore to the Capitol Insurrection

“The 2000 Election Never Ended,” by Andrew Rice, New York Magazine, 2020.

“9/11 Was a Test. The Books of the Last Two Decades Show How America Failed,” by Carols
Lozada, Washington Post, 2021.

“Who Authorized America’s Endless Wars?,” by Andrea Mazzarino, The Nation, 2021.

“A Short History of the Great Recession,” by Wayne Duggan, Forbes, 2023.

“Defiance in the Face of Autocratization. Democracy Report 2023,” Varieties of Democracy
Institute, 2023, Pages 6-7, 42-43 (Skim other parts).

Research Topic Proposal Due
January 24 Demographic Change in America

“New Census Projections Show Immigration Is Essential to the Growth and Vitality of a More
Diverse U.S. Population,” by William H. Frey, Brookings, 2023.

“The Scientific Case That America is Becoming More Prejudiced,” by Brian Resnick, Vox, 2017.

Uncivil Disagreement, by Lilianna Mason, University Chicago Press, 2018, Chapter 3.

“A Close-Up Picture of Partisan Segregation, Among 180 Million Voters,” by Emily Badger,
Kevin Quealy, and Josh Katz, The New York Times, 2021.

Discuss Research Topic Proposals
February 5 The Evolution of Media in America
Media Politics, by Shanto lyengar, 2022, Chapter 5.

“Why the Past 10 Years of American Life Have Been Uniquely Stupid - The Atlantic, by
Jonathan Haidt, The Atlantic, April 11, 2022.

“How Harmful Is Social Media? | The New Yorker,” by Gideon Lews-Kraus, The New Yorker,
June 3, 2022.



https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2020/11/bush-v-gore-and-the-2000-election-never-ended.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/interactive/2021/911-books-american-values/
https://www.thenation.com/article/world/american-endless-wars/
https://www.forbes.com/investing/great-recession/
https://www.v-dem.net/documents/29/V-dem_democracyreport2023_lowres.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/new-census-projections-show-immigration-is-essential-to-the-growth-and-vitality-of-a-more-diverse-us-population/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/new-census-projections-show-immigration-is-essential-to-the-growth-and-vitality-of-a-more-diverse-us-population/
https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2017/8/14/16143582/charlottesville-prejudice-psychology
https://books.google.com/books/about/Uncivil_Agreement.html?id=R29RDwAAQBAJ
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/03/17/upshot/partisan-segregation-maps.html
https://books.google.com/books/about/Media_Politics.html?id=R4M8twEACAAJ
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2022/05/social-media-democracy-trust-babel/629369/
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/annals-of-inquiry/we-know-less-about-social-media-than-we-think

“Yes, Social Media Really Is Undermining Democracy,” by Jonathan Haidt, The Atlantic, July
28, 2022.

Identification of Sources for Research Paper Due
February 7 Polarization

Polarization: What Everyone Needs to Know, by Nolan McCarty, Oxford University Press, 2019,
Chapter 3.

“Partisan Antipathy: More Intense, More Personal,” by Pew Research, October 10, 2019.

“Trump’s Approval Ratings so Far Are Unusually Stable — and Deeply Partisan,”
by



https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2022/07/social-media-harm-facebook-meta-response/670975/
https://books.google.com/books/about/Polarization.html?id=TguXDwAAQBAJ
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2019/10/10/partisan-antipathy-more-intense-more-personal/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/08/24/trumps-approval-ratings-so-far-are-unusually-stable-and-deeply-partisan/?utm_source=Pew+Research+Center&utm_campaign=e8d4cf0f46-Weekly_2020_08_29&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3e953b9b70-e8d4cf0f46-400817481
https://www.pewresearch.org/staff/amina-dunn
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abe1715
https://perceptiongap.us/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780080970868930381
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/referenceworks/9780080970875
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/referenceworks/9780080970875
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electstud.2022.102487
https://www.ifes.org/sites/default/files/migrate/english_primer_0.pdf

“A Deeply Divided Nation,” by Kenneth T. Walsh, U.S. News and World Report, 2018.

“*The Whole World Is Watching’: The 1968 Democratic Convention, 50 Years Later,” by
Maggie Astor, New York Times, 2018.

“The Good Old Days?,” by the Brookings Institute, 2018.

“Winning the Presidential Nomination is All About Delegates. But How Does the Process
Work?,” by PBS News Hour, 2023.

Watch Decades documentary on 1968 Democratic National Convention
Discuss Summary of Sources
February 26 Voting Rights

The RFight to Vote, by Michael Waldman, 2016, pages 125-170.

“The Right Way to Honor John Lewis: Restore and Extend the Voting Rights Act,” by Jeanne
Theoharis, The Intercept July 20, 2020.

“Election Administration at State and Local Levels (ncsl.org),” by the National Conference of
State Legislatures, 2022.

“Voting Laws Roundup: May 2022 | Brennan Center for Justice,” Brennan Center for Justice,
May, 2022.

“States Pass New Laws to Protect Election Workers Amid Ongoing Threats - CNNPolitics,” by
Fredreka Schouten, CNN, September 13, 2022.

Literature Review Due
February 28 Polling

The Voter’s Guide to Election Polls, by Michael W. Traugott and Paul J. Lavrakas, Chatham, NJ:
Chatham House Publishers, Inc., 2008, pages 1-47, 59-106.

“American Association for Public Opinion Research Task Force on 2020 Pre-Election Polling,
Executive Summary.”

Discuss Literature Review

March 4 Election Surveys and Experiments


https://www.usnews.com/news/the-report/articles/2018-08-24/1968-democratic-conventions-showcased-chaos-and-division
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/28/us/politics/chicago-1968-democratic-convention-.html
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/9780815735274_ch1.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/winning-the-presidential-nomination-is-all-about-delegates-but-how-does-the-process-work
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/winning-the-presidential-nomination-is-all-about-delegates-but-how-does-the-process-work
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aO6G7xy_KV4
https://theintercept.com/2020/07/20/honor-john-lewis-voting-rights-act/
https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/election-administration-at-state-and-local-levels.aspx
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/voting-laws-roundup-may-2022
https://www.cnn.com/2022/09/13/politics/new-laws-protect-election-workers-ctzn/index.html
https://www.aapor.org/AAPOR_Main/media/MainSiteFiles/Task-Force-on-2020-Pre-Election-Polling_Executive-Summary.pdf
https://www.aapor.org/AAPOR_Main/media/MainSiteFiles/Task-Force-on-2020-Pre-Election-Polling_Executive-Summary.pdf



https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=wrgTo20n6PgC&oi=fnd&pg=PP2&dq=American+National+Election+Study+Aldrich+and+McGraw&ots=PlOqn19vuc&sig=Vvks8E71pZiwjp6rAwwMrk-22M0.
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=wrgTo20n6PgC&oi=fnd&pg=PP2&dq=American+National+Election+Study+Aldrich+and+McGraw&ots=PlOqn19vuc&sig=Vvks8E71pZiwjp6rAwwMrk-22M0.
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-023-06297-w
https://electionstudies.org/data-tools/anes-guide/
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=CW7CDwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PR10&dq=Sunshine+and+Holbein&ots=gEWjemMKJk&sig=r3mvYwJ6iRQE9W2y52hthoKEgMM#v=onepage&q=Sunshine%20and%20Holbein&f=false
doi:10.1017/S000305542200048X
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/708644?casa_token=pQiFZ5aX3swAAAAA:_Dl4rB8wGEvaF3hRCHsDy5GRzqEq1gzYD_QyS-_VzTItBxRCeow-M_SasugHYxFtuQfaREJc1A
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/691799
doi:10.1017/S0003055420000404
http://www.jstor.com/stable/23723484

“Campaigns Influence Election Outcomes Less Than You Think,” by David W. Nickerson and
Todd Rogers, Science 369: 1181-1182, 2020.

Work on Misinformation Interventions
Work on Candidate Advertisements
March 23 Data Collection Due

March 25 Misinformation

“The Science of Fake News,” by David M.J. Lazer et al., Science 359: 1094-1096, 2018.

“Science Audiences, Misinformation, and Fake News,” Dietram A. Scheufele and Nicole
M. Krause, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 116: 7662-7669, 2019.

“Misinformation Is Eroding the Public’s Confidence in Democracy,” by Gabriel R. Sanchez and
Keesha Middlemass, Brookings Institute, 2022.

Discuss Data Collection


https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/todd_rogers/files/nickerson.rogers.science.2020.pdf.
file:///D:/jamie/Classes/campaign%202024/10.1126/science.aao2998
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1805871115
file:///C:/Users/jnd260/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/VA6HW3CT/Dietram%20A. Scheufele
https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.1805871115#con2
https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.1805871115#con2
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/misinformation-is-eroding-the-publics-confidence-in-democracy/
https://indigov.com/
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1912301117
https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.1912301117#con1
https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.1912301117#con2
https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.1912301117#con3
http://www.debates.org/
file:///D:/jamie/Classes/campaign%202024/Three%20general%20election%20debates%20are%20scheduled%20for%202024.%20Neither%20party%20has%20committed%20to%20attending
file:///D:/jamie/Classes/campaign%202024/Three%20general%20election%20debates%20are%20scheduled%20for%202024.%20Neither%20party%20has%20committed%20to%20attending



https://www.thepolicycircle.org/minibrief/campaign-finance/
https://doi.org/10.7208/9780226713137
https://doi.org/10.7208/9780226713137
doi:%2010.1089/elj.2019.0610
doi:%2010.1089/elj.2019.0610
https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/full/10.1089/elj.2019.0610?casa_token=1yf2t6F0HfAAAAAA%3AkzBSgiQ8RxHkDkCnR7aDUMv6bPlPOeIz3HWDMKVJVCd2w2-WPcYXyh18e5uO2QArYELbii_ZNS349mxD
https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/full/10.1089/elj.2019.0610?casa_token=1yf2t6F0HfAAAAAA%3AkzBSgiQ8RxHkDkCnR7aDUMv6bPlPOeIz3HWDMKVJVCd2w2-WPcYXyh18e5uO2QArYELbii_ZNS349mxD
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/716300
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-5907.2011.00515.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-5907.2011.00515.x
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/searching-for-bright-lines-in-the-trump-presidency/CB5F40CBC27EDA75F4D7FC7F171E6880
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1272137.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/09/13/midterms-election-deniers-republicans-democrats/
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2309072120

See https://brightlinewatch.org/.

April 22 Civic Reform Speaker (Jillian Youngblood, Civic Genius)

See https://www.ourcivicgenius.org/

April 24 Informal Research Paper Presentations (<5 minutes each)
April 29 Informal Research Paper Presentations (<5 minutes each)
April 30 Final Research Paper Due
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https://brightlinewatch.org/
https://www.ourcivicgenius.org/

Research Paper Assignments

Assignment Due Date Discussion Date
Topic January 22 January 24
Identification of sources February 5 February 7
Summary of sources February 19 February 21
Literature review February 26 February 28
Research design March 6 March 18
Data collection March 23 March 25
Data analysis in class April 3

Data analysis interpretation | April 13 | April 15
Informal presentation April 24 and April 29

Final Paper April 30

Other Assignments

Assignment Work on In Cass Due Date
State Voting Laws February 7, 12 February 14
Misinformation March 20 March 25
Interventions

Candidate Advertisements March 20 April 1
Campaign Spending April 3 April 8
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