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Weston, A Rulebook for Arguments, offers a helpful discussion of how to develop (and express) an argument in a
tight, logical way. 
6. Grading.  “B” papers will fulfill the foregoing criteria adequately.  “A” papers will do more.  They will not only
be clearly and forcefully written, but they will show evidence of deep engagement with the issues.  They will argue
something interesting, and thought-provoking. 

Readings:

I expect students to come to class, to have read the material assigned for that day, and to be ready to discuss it. 
Most of what you will get out of this, or any course, depends on this.  I will supply all of the readings for this class. 
They will all be posted on a social e-reader called Perusall.  There is a link to Perusall at the bottom of the course
homepage on Blackboard.  Once in Perusall, you will see a list of the reading assignments for the course.  Most of
the work for this course will involve reading the assignments, reflecting upon them, and discussing them with your
classmates (on Perusall and in class).  I’ve given more details about how Perusall works below.

How Perusall Works

I have not placed any book orders with the bookstore.  I will be supplying the books for this course (with a few

exceptions – in some courses, there will be one or two books you need to buy) through an online reading software

package called “Perusall.” All of the reading assignments for the semester must be completed through this online

software package, which you can access by clicking on the Perusall link on the bottom of the course’s Blackboard

homepage.

Reasons I am doing this: Perusall helps you master readings faster, understand the material better, and get more out

of the class. To achieve this goal, you will be collaboratively annotating the readings with others in the class. The

help you’ll get and provide your classmates (even if you don’t know anyone personally) will get you past confusions

quickly and will make the process more fun. While you read, you’ll receive rapid answers to your questions, help

others resolve their questions (which also helps you learn), and advise me, the instructor, how to make class time

most productive. You can start a new annotation thread in Perusall by highlighting text, asking a question, or posting

a comment; you can also add a reply or comment to an existing thread. Each thread is like a chat with one or more

members of your class, and it happens in real time. Your goals in annotating each reading assignment are 1. to

stimulate discussion by posting good questions or comments, 2. to help others by answering their questions, and 3. to

identify and evaluate the main claims in the piece.

Rubric: Research shows that by annotating thoughtfully, you’ll learn more and get better grades, so here’s what

“annotating thoughtfully” means: Effective annotations deeply engage points/arguments in the readings, stimulate

discussion, offer informative questions or comments, and help others by addressing their questions or confusions.

To help you connect with classmates, you can “mention” a classmate in a comment or question to have them notified

by email (they’ll also see a notification immediately if online), and you’ll also be notified when your classmates

respond to your questions.   For each assignment I will evaluate the annotations you submit on time (see below).

Based on the overall body of your annotations, you will receive a score for each assignment as follows

10 = demonstrates exceptionally thoughtful and thorough reading of the entire assignment; student has

engaged with others, asked questions others want answered, answers questions, and made important

insights.

7-9 = demonstrates thoughtful and thorough reading of the entire assignment; occasionally engages

with others, asks questions, and so forth.  Some comments state the obvious or are the equivalent of saying

“amen” or just free associating, as when someone says, “based off of what he said, I think” and then goes on

to talk about something only tangentially related to the question or issue at hand.

4-6 = demonstrates superficial reading of the entire assignment Or thoughtful reading of only part of the

assignment; comments state the obvious, are trivial, often irrelevant.

<4 = demonstrates superficial reading of only part of the assignment; comments state the obvious, are
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Introduction

Foundations of Racial Classification

Explaining existence and persistence of ethnic, racial, and other sorts of classification. 
Instrumentalists, Social Psychologists, and Constructivists.  Variables influencing ethnic
identity form
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