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Historical Political Economy 

Spring 2023 
Fridays 9:30am-12:30pm, Harkness 329 

 
Alexander Lee 

Instructor: 
Email: alexander.mark.lee@rochester.edu 
Office Hours: Fridays 2-4. Harkness 327 
 
Course Goals: 
This course surveys selected topics in the extensive literature on political and economic 
development. We will focus on differences in formal and informal institutions across countries. 
Topics will include the determinants of economic growth, the modernization hypothesis, 
distributional conflict, government corruption, the success and failure of states to deliver of public 
goods, among others. 
 
 
Grading:  
Class Participation ¾ 30% 
Three short research proposals (10% each) ¾ 30% 
Final Research Proposal ¾ 40% 
 
Course Policies: 
Unexcused late work will be penalized a whole letter grade, and an additional letter grade for every 
additional 24 hours of lateness. Plagiarism or cheating will be treated seriously and reported to the 





 
Colonialism- February 17!" 



Kung, James Kai-Sing, and Shuo Chen. "The tragedy of the nomenklatura: Career incentives and 
political radicalism during China's Great Leap famine." American Political Science Review 105.1 
(2011): 27-45. 

Couttenier, Mathieu, et al. "The violent legacy of conflict: evidence on asylum seekers, crime, and 
public policy in Switzerland." American Economic Review 109.12 (2019): 4378-4425. 

 
 
Why Europe?- April 7!" 
Blaydes, Lisa, and Eric Chaney. "The feudal revolution and Europe's rise: Political divergence of the 

Christian west and the 



Broadberry, Stephen, Hanhui Guan, and David Daokui Li. "China, Europe, and the Great 
Divergence: a study in historical national accounting, 980–1850." The Journal of Economic 
History 78.4 (2018): 955-1000. 

Jia, Ruixue. "The legacies of forced freedom: China's treaty ports." Review of Economics and 
Statistics 96.4 (2014): 596-608. 

 
 


