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V – Pragmatists: Power & Institutions 
   
* Roberto Mangabeira Unger. 2009. The Left Alternative. Verso. http://www.robertounger.com/en/wp-
content/uploads/2017/10/the-left-alternative.pdf   [Pages 1-48; 52-63; 98-132; 164-170]. 

Jack Knight & James Johnson. 2007. “The P
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Eli Tucker-Raymond, et. al. 2016. “Opting in and Creating Demand: Why Young People Choose to Teach 
Mathematics to Each Other,” Journal of Science Education & Technology 25:1025–1041. 

IX – Democratizing Education (II) 
 
* Jay Gillen. 2019. The Power in the Room. Beacon Press. 
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your classmates will “get” from listening. Your contribution to this enterprise is worth 10% of your final 
grade.  

On some days I will ask a student from the class to comment on one or more of the offerings in the Music 
folder. In other words, you’ll need to not just deposit tunes, but actually listen to what your classmates 
deposit as well. 

You must make these contributions no later than week 12 of the course. 
 

Class participation: The course is relatively small and will run - as much as is possible – as a 
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***** 

Course & Instructor Policies – The Fine Print (Spelled out at ludicrous length because the 
University Legal Counsel insists on this sort of legalistic stuff) … 

Policy on Attendance: Given the nature of the class attendance is not optional. If you need to miss 
class for some reason, please let me know.  

Policy on Electronic Devices: My policy on electronic devices in class (meaning any screen connected 
to silicon chips) is restrictive. No cell phones at all! Turn them off and put them away when you get to 
class. Laptops or tablets are allowed solely for access assigned readings or notes. In general, you 
should disconnect from the social media and phone/text communication media. In fact, if you have 
readings or notes you will need in class, you are better off getting them off of your devices and onto 
paper. If I detect you engaged in social media during class, I will ask you to shut off your device and 
put it away. If this happens a second (or subsequent) time I will ask you to leave class. This will 
obviously impact your ability to participate in discussions and thereby your final grade.  

Policy on classroom interactions: In order to create a classroom environment that supports respectful, 
critical inquiry through the open exchange of ideas, we will observe the following guidelines: (i) Treat 
every member of the class with respect, even if you disagree with their views; (ii) Recognize that 
reasonable persons can differ on any number of perspectives, opinions, and conclusions; (iii) Because 
constructive disagreement sharpens thinking, deepens understanding, and reveals novel insights, 
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etc.). If you antic


