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PSC/IR 273 
The Politics of Terrorism 

Fall 2022 
10:25-11:15am Wednesdays and Fridays 

 
Alexander Lee 

 
Instructor: 

Email: alexander.mark.lee@rochester.edu 
Office: Harkness Hall 327 
Office Hours: Wednesday 1:30-3:30 or by appointment 
 
Course Goals: 

mailto:alexander.mark.lee@rochester.edu


https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/36107


https://watch.plex.tv/movie/the-baader-meinhof-complex?autoplay=1&utm_content=6165c8b51e0ab919ee649ed4&utm_medium=deeplink&utm_source=iva-catalog
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complex?autoplay=1&utm_content=6165c8b51e0ab919ee649ed4&utm_medium=deep
link&utm_source=iva-catalog 

 
 
Week 5: Black September/The IRA 

Black September Lecture: September 21st 
IRA Lecture: September 23rd  
 
Readings:  
Burleigh, Michael. Blood and Rage: A Cultural History of Terrorism. New York: HarperCollins, 

2009. P. 152-188, 287-345. 
 
Bergman, Ronen. Rise and Kill First: The Secret History of Israel's Targeted Assassinations. 

Hachette UK, 2018. P136-155, 175-183. 
 
Bosi, Lorenzo. "Explaining pathways to armed activism in the Provisional Irish Republican Army, 

1969–1972." Social Science History 36.3 (2012): 347-390. 
 
 
Week 6/7: The Collective Causes of Terrorism 

Lecture on Statistical Data and the Data Exercise: September 28th 
Lecture: September 30th  
Discussion:

 

 

https://watch.plex.tv/movie/the-baader-meinhof-complex?autoplay=1&utm_content=6165c8b51e0ab919ee649ed4&utm_medium=deeplink&utm_source=iva-catalog
https://watch.plex.tv/movie/the-baader-meinhof-complex?autoplay=1&utm_content=6165c8b51e0ab919ee649ed4&utm_medium=deeplink&utm_source=iva-catalog
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Krueger, Alan B., and Jitka Maleckova. "Education, Poverty and Terrorism: Is there a causal 
connection?." The Journal of Economic Perspectives 17.4 (2003): 119-144. 

 
Lee, Alexander. "Who Becomes a Terrorist?: Poverty, Education, and the Origins of Political 

Violence." World Politics 63.02 (2011): 203-245. 
 
Gambetta, Diego, and Steffen Hertog. "Engineers of Jihad." (2007). 

Thayer, Bradley A. and Valerie M. Hudson. “Sex and the Shaheed: Insights from the Life 
Sciences on Islamic Suicide Terrorism.” International Security 34, no. 4 (Spring 2010): 37-
62.  

 
Week 9: “Islamic” Terrorism 

Lecture: October 19th  
 
Readings:  
The 9/11 Commission Report (2004). New York: W. W. Norton, 47-70; 145-173; 215-253. 
 
Lawrence, Bruce (2005). Messages to the World: The Statements of Osama Bin Laden. London: 

Verso, 23-30; 58-62. 
 
Roy, Olivier. Jihad and death: The global appeal of Islamic State. Oxford University Press, 2017. 

Chapters 1-3 
 
Week 9/10: The Strategies of Terrorist Groups 

Lecture: October 21st 

Discussion: October 26th [October 46th] 
[No Class October 28th] 
 
Readings:  
Fortna, Virginia Page. "Do Terrorists Win? Rebels' Use of Terrorism and Civil War 

Outcomes." International Organization 69.3 (2015): 519-556. 
 
Kydd, Andrew and Barbara Walter (2006). “The Strategies of Terrorism.” International Security 

31(1): 49-80. 
 
Thomas, Jakana. "Rewarding bad behavior: How governments respond to terrorism in civil 

war." American Journal of Political Science 58.4 (2014): 804-818. 
 
Clark, Andrew E., Orla Doyle, and Elena Stancanelli. "The impact of terrorism on individual well-

being: Evidence from the Boston marathon bombing." The Economic Journal 130.631 
(2020): 2065-2104. 
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Week 10/11: Suicide Terrorism 

[No Class November 2nd] 
Lecture:  November 4th  
Discussion: November 9th [November 7th] 
 
Readings:  
Hoffman, Bruce (2017). Inside Terrorism, 3rd ed. New York: Columbia University Press, Chapter 

Five. 
 
Pape, Robert A. "The strategic logic of suicide terrorism." American Political Science Review 97.3 

(2003): 343-361. 
 
Ashworth, Scott, et al. "Design, inference, and the strategic logic of suicide terrorism." 

American Political Science Review 102.02 (2008): 269-273. 

Brym, Robert J. and Bader Araj."Are Suicide Bombers Suicidal?" Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 
35, no. 6 (2012): 432-443.  

Week 11: Group SClass 
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