
PS CI 226W: Act Locally ? Local Govern men t in the US  
Professor Mitch Grub er  
mdgrub er@gmail.c om  
 

The idea that “all politic s is local ” is a referen c e to the princ ip le that a politic ia n ’ s success depen d s on their abilit y 
to conn ec t with the constit u en t s of their distric t . This course will explore both politic s and polic y mak in g at a local 
level.  

Read ing s, podcast s, guest speakers, and field trip s will provid e context abou t loc al politic s, with a focus on 
Roch est er. We will examin e a numb er of sign if ic an t  issu es and provid e a full persp ec t ive by learn ing to use 
importan t texts like public meetin g m inu tes, budg et s, and newsp ap er artic les .  

Each stud ent will be resp on sib le for a 12 - 15 page paper that addresses a  sign if ic an t  loc al politic a l issu e (in any 
munic ip ality  across the country ) . The paper will use primary resou rc es to develop an explic at ion of that issu e – 
explain in g its genesis, its controversy and/ or sign if ic an c e, the variou s sides  of the issu e , the outc ome, and the 
impac t .  As the course prog resses, all s tud en t will presen t on the developmen t of the topi c , relevan t sourc es, a nd 
overall find in gs.     

Each class will consist of group reflec t ion s  on the read in g s for the week , a facilitated discu ssion , and a presen tation 
from eith er a stud en t or guest lec tu rer. Final grad es will consist of the paper ( 35%), atten d anc e and partic ip ation 
( 45 %), and class presen t at ions (20%).  

Book List:  
-  Place Matters: Metropolitics for the 2st Century 
-  Strike the Hammer 
-  Your Children are Very Greatly in Danger 
-  Origin of the Urban Crisis 
-  The Powerbroker 

 
Week 1:  
D isc u ssion : Introd u ction . 
W ho are w e and why are we in this course? What do politic s mean to us?  

-  R ea d ing : Chapters 1, 2 and 3 of Place Matters an d Origins of the Urban Crisis, Part 1  
-  



Week 4:  
F ield Trip :  City Hall, Public Library , and Public Market  

-  R ea d ing : Your Child ren are Very Greatly in Dang er, Chap ters 1 – 4 
 
Week 5:  
D isc u ssion : Polic y insigh t – Educ ation 



D isc u ssion : 3 stud en t s presen t on their work  and get feedb ac k from class  
-  R ea d ing : Powerb rok er, Part 7  


