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GRADING:  Course grades will be based on a series of homeworks (60%), a final exam (30%), class 
attendance 
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In order to receive a passing grade for the course, students must take the final exam and complete at 
least four of the homeworks. 

Homeworks. Homework assignments will be made available via Blackboard and will typically be 
due one week later.  Students should submit their homework answers, properly formatted, via 
Blackboard. Homework grades will also be posted on Blackboard. All assignments are to be 
completed individually. Be sure to read the PSCI 205 course academic honesty policy concerning 
HW completion.  

Late Homework Submissions. It is important that students submit HW’s on time. We do our best to 
provide grades and answer keys in a timely manner. Late HW submissions can hold up that process, 
in which case the class will not have as much time to review previous HW answers before starting 
new HW’s.  

That said, life happens. If you need to attend a major event – e.g., a conference, a job interview, an 
athletic tournament for UR, etc – contact me ahead of time. As long as this is a one-time occurrence, 
you will likely be given permission to turn in the current HW after the deadline. Similarly, if you fall 
ill, email me immediately and we’ll try to work something out.  In either case, you should expect that 
the deadline extension will be no more than 7 days after the original due date, usually less.  
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• G. Jay Kerns. Introduction to Probability and Statistics using R. 3!" ed.  The topics overlap quite 
a bit with Verzani.  However, Kerns is much more mathematical, including the use of calculus. 
The open source pdf is available as part of R’s IPSUR package.  

• David M. Diez, Christopher D. Barr, and Mine Cetinkaya-Rundel.  OpenIntro Statistics. 3!" ed.  
For some, this will be a more user-friendly version of Kerns, without any calculus or more 
advanced math. 

• Jeffrey M. Wooldridge. Introductory Econometrics. 7#$ ed. More advanced than OpenIntro 
Statistics.  Does not demonstrate with R.  Does not use calculus or linear algebra, but does 
provide some proofs.  The 5#$ and 6#$ editions are perfectly fine.  However, you may have to 
determine which chapters in the 5#$ and 6#$ editions correspond to the readings shown in the list 
of topics that follow. 

• Marco R. Steenbergen. 2008. 
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4. Multiple Regression I:  Estimation & Inference           
It’s a plane!, research hypotheses, estimating and interpreting coefficients and standard errors 

 
Reading:  Wooldridge Ch 3.2 

 
5. Multiple Regression II:  Model Fit & F Test of Regression      

R2, F test of the regression, statistical vs substantive significance, Is R2 evil?   
   

 Reading:  Wooldridge Ch 4.5-4.6  
 
HW 2  

 
6. Multiple Regression III:  Multicollinearity, Nested Models     
 Correlated regressors, F test for nested models, reexamining Black voter registration and global warming   
 
 Reading:  Wooldridge 3.4a 
 
 
7. Dummy Variables          

Binary regressors, factor variables, omitted/baseline category, fixed effects  
 
 Reading: Wooldridge   
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11. Maximum Likelihood Estimation        
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During the first week of class, please review both the University policies and the course policies.  You 
must confirm that you have read and accept these policies by completing the Acceptance of Academic 
Honesty Policy 


