
 

Political Science 202W 
Fall 2022 

Lectures on Mondays and Wednesdays (and occasional Fridays), 10:25-11:15 
Recitations on Thursdays or Fridays 

 
Argument in Political Science 

 

 
Professor Gerald Gamm 
Harkness Hall 319 
Email: gerald.gamm@rochester.edu 
Office hours (PSCI 202W only): Monday afternoons, 1:00-2:00 
Additional office hours: Monday afternoons, 2:00-3:00, and Thursday mornings, 10:00-11:00 
  
Recitation leaders: Adrija Bhattacharjee, Garrett Briggs, Alex Evert, Ryan Hecker, Ha Nguyen, and 
Taylor Tyburski 
 
 
Books.  Five books are available for purchase in the campus bookstore and at various places online, 
including AbeBooks and Amazon.  Be certain to get the correct translation of Tocqueville; our edition 
is translated by George Lawrence and edited by J. P. Mayer.  Some of these books are also available as 
electronic editions through Rush Rhees Library:  
 
 1. Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, translated by George Lawrence. 
 2. John Aldrich, Why Parties?: A Second Look (2011).  
 3. Ira Katznelson, When Affirmative Action Was White (2005). 
 4. N. E. H. Hull and Peter Charles Hoffer, Roe v. Wade, 3rd ed. (2021). 
 5. John Judis, The Populist Explosion (2016). 
 
Course website. Blackboard contains lots of information essential to the course—selected student papers 
(for discussion in recitation), links to all required readings not in the books listed above, and folders for 
uploading your papers each week.  To access readings off-campus, you will need to download and run 
VPN (so that your computer can be viewed as part of the University’s network).  You can install VPN 
here.  If any link on the website does not work, please let Professor Gamm know immediately by email. 
 
Academic honesty.  Students must conduct themselves in accordance with the University’s Academic 
Honesty Policy.  In this class, students are encouraged to discuss readings and course material with 
anyone they choose—including the professor, TA’s, and other students.  But, unless all assignments have 
been submitted, they may not share, receive, or discuss written work for this class, including outlines, 
plans, and notes for papers, except with Writing Fellows acting in their official capacity.  Under no 
circumstances may students receive help of any sort with their papers from current or former students in 
this class. 
 
Credit hours.  This course follows the College credit hour policy for four-credit courses.  This course 
meets three times weekly for three hours per week.  For the fourth credit hour, students should review the 
student papers in advance of recitation.  This course also includes substantial reading and writing 
assignments, as well as a final exam. 
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Requirements 
 Class participation is worth 20% of your grade.  You are expected to attend lectures and recitations 
on a regular basis.  The baseline participation grade is determined by participation in recitations, though it 
may be boosted by especially constructive contributions during lecture.  You must attend recitation on a 
regular basis to receive credit for the course. 
 Short papers and the final exam are worth the remaining 80% of your grade. 
 To receive credit for the course, you must attend recitation on a regular basis, submit at least five 
papers (according to the schedule below), and take the final exam.  Anyone who does not fulfill these 
minimal requirements will not receive credit for the course.  The final exam schedule is set by the 
registrar.  The exam for this class is on Tuesday, December 20, at 12:30 pm.  You must be in Rochester to 
take the exam in person, so please make your travel arrangements accordingly—taking into account that 
the exam could run as late as 3:30 pm that day and that you will need additional time to get to the airport 
or train or bus station. 
 You must write between five and nine papers and write them on a regular basis throughout the 
semester.  The paper units are grouped as follows: 
 
   Paper 1: Unit B 
   Paper 2: Unit C or E 
   Paper 3: Unit F or G 
   Paper 4: Unit H or I 
   Paper 5: Unit J or K 
 
You must write at least one paper from each of the five groupings listed above.*   
 You must submit at least five papers (according to this schedule) to receive credit for the course.  If 
you write exactly five papers, all five grades count.  If you write between six and eight papers, we drop 
the lowest grade.  If you write nine papers, we drop the two lowest grades.  Should you wish to count 
every paper grade, you may do so if you notify your teaching assistant by e-mail before the final exam.  
The number of papers you write determines the relative weight of your papers and final exam.  These are 
the various weightings: 
 
 Five or six papers (five paper grades) . . . . . . . .  45% papers, 35% final exam 
 Seven papers (six paper grades) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50% papers, 30% final exam 
 Eight or nine papers (seven paper grades) . . . . .  60% papers, 20% final exam 
 
Keep papers short and to the point.  Papers should be 700-1,000 words in length (about 2-3 pages).  No 
paper may exceed 1,000 words.  Double-space the papers, use 12-point font, and no funny stuff with the 
margins; an inch on each side is about right.  Place your recitation leader’s name at the top of your paper.  
All papers are due in that week’s Blackboard assignment folder no later than 1:00 p.m. on 
Tuesdays.  Requests for extensions will be granted only on a rare, case-by-case basis; except in the case 
of a genuine and unforeseen emergency, no late papers will be accepted without prior permission.  If you 
do need an extension, conta



   

Unit A—Inalienable Rights 
Aug. 31  Lecture  
Sept. 2  Discussion

https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/federalist-no-84/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/declaration-of-independence/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/13/opinion/protests-monuments-history.html
https://search.proquest.com/docview/2433169676?accountid=13567
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/02/americas-twofold-original-sin/606163/
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/courses/PSCI202W.1.FALL2021ASE/America%27s%20Twofold%20Original%20Sin%20-%20The%20Atlantic.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/what-remains-of-thomas-jefferson-11656687364
https://www.proquest.com/newspapers/what-remains-thomas-jefferson-understanding/docview/2682816125/se-2?accountid=13567
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2021/03/prince-hall-forgotten-founder/617791/?utm_campaign=the-atlantic&utm_content=true-anthem&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR2ejkwwe5MgQxLmvrgBUXlH97PW9GoZii-sgu4lksPQ9seOshdwArpZr1s
https://www.proquest.com/magazines/forgotten-founder/docview/2490730223/se-2?accountid=13567
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/constitution-of-the-united-states/
https://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/amendI_speechs11.html
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-04-02-0247
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Madison/01-11-02-0218
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-14-02-0410
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/amendments-to-the-constitution-of-the-united-states-of-america/


   

Unit B—Institutional Design 
Sept. 12  Lecture 
Sept. 14  No class—Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association 
Sept. 16  No class—Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association 
Sept. 19  Lecture 
Sept. 21  Lecture 
Sept. 22/23 Recitation 
 
Paper due Sept. 20.  What is the greatest threat—or threats—to free government, according to The 
Federalist (Madison and Hamilton), Brutus (an Anti-Federalist), and Calhoun (a 19th-century southern 
politician), and what institutional features does each set of writers propose to counter these threats?  Then, 
drawing on Rosen and on Helmke and Paine, consider whether Madison would be satisfied with the state 
of American politics today. 
 
The Federalist Nos. 10, 48, 51, 62, and 63. 
 
Brutus I, 18 Oct. 1787. 
 
John C. Calhoun, excerpt from A Disquisition on Government. 
 
Jeffrey Rosen, “America Is Living James Madison’s Nightmare,” The Atlantic, Oct. 2018.  Magazine 
version 
 
Gretchen Helmke and Jack Paine, “When Strong Institutions Undermine Strong Democracies,” working 
paper, July 2022. 
 
 

 
 
Unit C— Social Choice and the Origins of American Political Parties 

Sept. 26  No class—Rosh Hashanah 
Sept. 28  Lecture 
Sept. 30  Lecture 
Oct. 3  Lecture 
Oct. 5   No class—Yom Kippur 
Oct. 7  Recitation.  Note: All recitations this week are on Friday. 
   If you are normally in a Thursday recitation, you will be assigned to a Friday time. 
 
Paper due Oct. 4. Why did politicians invent parties, and what advantages come from two-party 
competition?  In answering this question, be sure to consider Sheehan and Aldrich’s different accounts of 
the rise of Federalists and Republicans in the 1790s, including Aldrich’s use of social choice theory, 
alongside the work of Gamm and Kousser. 
 
Colleen A. Sheehan, “Madison v. Hamilton: The Battle Over Republicanism and the Role of Public 
Opinion,” American Political Science Review 98 (2004), 405-24. 
 
John Aldrich, Why Parties?, 3-43, 67-101. 
 
Gerald Gamm and Thad Kousser, “Life, Literacy, and the Pursuit of Prosperity: Party Competition and 
Policy Outcomes in 50 States,” American Political Science Review, forthcoming. 
 

 

 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Madison/01-10-02-0178
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Madison/01-10-02-0269
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-04-02-0199
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-04-02-0212
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Hamilton/01-04-02-0213
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/brutus-i-2/
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/courses/PSCI202W.1.FALL2020ASE/Calhoun--Disquisition.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/10/james-madison-mob-rule/568351/
https://www-proquest-com.ezp.lib.rochester.edu/docview/2118755465/fulltextPDF/78209C1BFE2E47CAPQ/25?accountid=13567
https://www-proquest-com.ezp.lib.rochester.edu/docview/2118755465/fulltextPDF/78209C1BFE2E47CAPQ/25?accountid=13567
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/courses/PSCI202W.1.FALL2022ASE/Helmke%20and%20Paine%202022%20-%20URDC%20v4.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4145337
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4145337
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055421000617
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055421000617


   

Unit D— Democratic Tyranny 
Oct. 10 No class—Fall Break 
Oct. 12 Lecture 
Oct. 14 Lecture 
 
No paper assignment. 
 
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, ed. J. P. Mayer and transl. George Lawrence, xiii-xiv, 9-
20, 50-60, 173, 196-99, 226-35, 246-61, 433-36, 465-74, 503-9, 535-41, 667-79, 690-705. 
 
 
Unit E— Democratic Liberty 
Oct. 17 Lecture 
Oct. 19 Lecture 
Oct. 20/21 Recitation 
 
Paper due Oct. 18.  According to Tocqueville, why are order, limits, and social connectedness important 
to the maintenance of a free people, and in what arenas do Americans learn these values, mores, and 
habits?  How do Putnam and Skocpol understand the changes that took 

https://muse.jhu.edu/article/16643
https://www.jstor.org/stable/1171662
https://www.jstor.org/stable/1856119
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/nevlj5&i=136
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/nevlj5&i=136
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27502847
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27502847


   

 
Unit G— Slavery and the 

https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/on-the-constitution-and-the-union/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/the-american-union/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/the-american-union/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/what-to-the-slave-is-the-fourth-of-july/
https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate7.htm
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/csa_geosec.asp
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/02/opinion/constitution-slavery-lincoln.html
https://www.proquest.com/newspapers/lincoln-broke-u-s-constitution/docview/2594387965/se-2?accountid=13567
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/rochester/reader.action?docID=845945&ppg=43
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022381610000095
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022381610000095


https://tile.loc.gov/storage-services/service/ll/usrep/usrep381/usrep381479/usrep381479.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/supreme-court-overturns-roe-v-wade-eliminates-constitutional-right-to-abortion-11656080124
https://www.wsj.com/articles/supreme-court-overturns-roe-v-wade-eliminates-constitutional-right-to-abortion-11656080124
https://www.proquest.com/newspapers/roe-v-wade-overturned-supreme-court-ends/docview/2680495977/se-2?accountid=13567
https://www.wsj.com/articles/clarence-thomass-abortion-opinion-revisits-same-sex-marriage-contraception-11656161978
https://www.proquest.com/newspapers/clarence-thomass-abortion-opinion-revisits-same/docview/2680594698/se-2?accountid=13567
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23018603
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23018603
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2016/07/how-american-politics-went-insane/485570/
https://www-proquest-com.ezp.lib.rochester.edu/docview/1803051055/fulltextPDF/E2B115B6827E4289PQ/21?accountid=13567
https://www-proquest-com.ezp.lib.rochester.edu/docview/1803051055/fulltextPDF/E2B115B6827E4289PQ/21?accountid=13567
https://www.jstor.org/stable/44014912
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2022/05/social-media-democracy-trust-babel/629369/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=atlantic-daily-newsletter&utm_content=20220411&utm_term=The%20Atlantic%20Daily
https://search-ebscohost-com.ezp.lib.rochester.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=rgm&AN=156307074&site=ehost-live


   

Unit K—Populism 
Dec. 5 Lecture 
Dec. 7 Lecture 
Dec. 8/9 Recitation 
 
Paper due Dec. 6.  How does each of these writers define populism, and what is populist about Bernie 
Sanders and Donald Trump? What concerns do these scholars have about the impact of populism on the 
political system? 
 
John Judis, The Populist Explosion, 12–87. 
 
George Packer, “The Populists,” The New Yorker, 7 Sept. 2015.  Text version 
 
Joshua Zeitz, “Historians Have Long Thought Populism Was a Good Thing.  Are They Wrong?” Politico 
Magazine, 14 Jan. 2018. 
 
Uri Friedman, “What Is a Populist? And Is Donald Trump One?” The Atlantic, 27 Feb. 2017.  PDF 
version 
 
William A. Galston, “The Populist Challenge to Liberal Democracy,” Brookings, 17 Apr. 2018. 
 
Frances E. Lee, “Populism and the American Party System: Opportunities and Constraints,” Perspectives 
on Politics 18 (2020), 370-88. 
 
 
 
Unit L—The Attack on American Political Institutions 
Dec. 12 Lecture 
Dec. 14 Lecture/Discussion 
 
No paper assignment. 
 
Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt, “How Wobbly Is Our Democracy?” New York Times, 27 Jan. 2018.  
Text version

Text 

  

Text 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/09/07/the-populists
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=rgm&AN=109427281&site=ehost-live
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2018/01/14/trump-populism-history-216320/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/02/what-is-populist-trump/516525/
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/courses/PSCI202W.1.FALL2022ASE/What%20Is%20a%20Populist_%20-%20The%20Atlantic.pdf
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/courses/PSCI202W.1.FALL2022ASE/What%20Is%20a%20Populist_%20-%20The%20Atlantic.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-populist-challenge-to-liberal-democracy/
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1537592719002664
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/27/opinion/sunday/democracy-polarization.html
https://www.proquest.com/docview/1991656758/C34C3260035A4317PQ/63?accountid=13567
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/12/how-america-ends/600757/
https://www-proquest-com.ezp.lib.rochester.edu/docview/2314690032/fulltextPDF/93EC14750B414D57PQ/1?accountid=13567
https://www.c-span.org/video/?309302-1/mitt-romney-concession-speech
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-Zt_oGTm4I
https://www.c-span.org/video/?507774-1/president-trump-claims-election-stolen-tells-protesters-leave-capitol
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2022/07/20/trumps-choices-set-nation-path-jan-6-violence-committee-shows/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2022/07/20/trumps-choices-set-nation-path-jan-6-violence-committee-shows/
https://www.proquest.com/blogs-podcasts-websites/trump-s-choices-escalated-tensions-set-u-on-path/docview/2691906435/se-2?accountid=13567
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/19/us/democracy-gop-democrats-sectarianism.html
https://www.proquest.com/docview/2514316221/B5731B5D423041AEPQ/3?accountid=13567
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/07/leave-rest-me/619621/
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/courses/PSCI202W.1.FALL2021ASE/Trump_%20%27Leave%20the%20Rest%20to%20Me%27%20-%20The%20Atlantic.pdf


   

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/07/03/nation/they-kept-wheels-democracy-trump-tried-steal-an-election-now-theyre-paying-price/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/07/03/nation/they-kept-wheels-democracy-trump-tried-steal-an-election-now-theyre-paying-price/
https://www.proquest.com/docview/2548052846/5D7B144005A445D0PQ/1?accountid=13567
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2021/06/michigan-republican-truth-election-fraud/619326/
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/courses/PSCI202W.1.FALL2021ASE/The%20Michigan%20Republican%20Who%20Decided%20to%20Tell%20the%20Truth%20-%20The%20Atlantic.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/11/us/politics/liz-cheney.html
https://www.proquest.com/docview/2525307345/15ABE6698B734460PQ/1?accountid=13567
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/07/democracy-could-die-2024/619390/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/07/democracy-could-die-2024/619390/
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/courses/PSCI202W.1.FALL2021ASE/Will%20the%20GOP%20Steal%20the%202024%20Election_%20-%20The%20Atlantic.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/05/22/us/politics/state-legislators-election-denial.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/05/22/us/politics/state-legislators-election-denial.html
https://www.proquest.com/newspapers/trump-s-20-election-lies-take-root-statehouses/docview/2667343280/se-2?accountid=13567
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/08/15/election-deniers-march-toward-power-key-2024-battlegrounds/
https://www.proquest.com/blogs-podcasts-websites/election-deniers-march-toward-power-key-2024/docview/2702359969/se-2?accountid=13567

