
African & African American Studies/Political Science 294(W) 
The Political Economy of African-American Communities 

Spring 2022 * 11:50-1:05 
Instructor: James Johnson 

Office Hours: T 11:00-12:30 & By Appointment 
Harkness 312  !  jd.johnson@rochester.edu 

!
The purpose of this course is to explore what has been called “democratic community economics” 
(Jessica Gordon
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*  Kali Akuno & Ajamu Nangwaya, eds. 2017. Jackson Rising: The Struggle for Economic Democracy  

& Black Self-Determination in Jackson, Mississippi. Daraja Press. 
Jessica Bonanno, Violeta Duncan, and Ted Howard. 2016. Rochester’s Market Driven  

Community Cooperatives Corporation: A Feasibility Analysis & Implementation Plan. Democracy 
Collaborative. http://democracycollaborative.org/content/rochester-s-market-driven-community-
cooperatives-corporation-feasibility-analysis
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Jessica Gordon Nembhard. 2013. “Community Development Credit Unions: Securing and  
Protecting Assets in Black Communities,” Review of Black Political Economy 40:459–490. 

Jessica Gordon Nembhard. 2017. “Banking on the Difference.” In Seduced & Betrayed. Edited by  
Milford Bateman & Kate Maclean. University of New Mexico Press. Pages 237-50. 

Nathan Dicamillo. 2018. “The Little Bank that Could,” New York Times (April 13). 
 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/13/business/the-little-bank-that-could.html 
Valerie Vande Panne. 2018. “Cooperative Banking for Black Lives,” In These Times (27 February) 

http://inthesetimes.com/article/20918/cooperative-banking-for-black-lives  
 

Virtual Site Visits: Genesee Coop FCU (Rochester) - https://www.genesee.coop/ 
                         Village Financial Cooperative (Minneapolis) - https://villagefinancial.org/ 

                  Lower East Side People’s Credit Union (NYC) - https://lespeoples.org/  
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!
Vann Newkirk II. 2019. “The Great Land Robbery: The Shameful Story of How 1 Million Black  

Families Have Been Ripped from Their Farms,” The Atlantic (September). 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/09/this-land-was-our-land/594742/  

Film: Helen Cohen, Mark Lipman. 2016. 
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So, to summarize, for purposes of final grades: 
 

Written Assignment:  50% 
Class Participation:  50% 
________________________ 
TOTAL:               100%  

 
 

Semester Schedule 
 
 
Week One 
   January 12 – Introduction 
 
Week Two 
 17 – MLK Day – No Class  
 19 – Gordon-Nembhard (x2) 
 
Week Three 
 24 – Jones (x2); Cohen & Dawson; Solnit 
 26 – Boggs 
 
Week Four 

31 – Rorty; O’Neill; Cohen & Rogers 
February 2 –    Dubois; Haynes; Baker; Payne 
 
Week Five 
 7 – King (x2); Rustin 

9 – Randolph; Leblanc 
 
Week Six 

14 – Melvin; Reed; M4BL 
16 – Dewey (x2) 

 
Week Seven 

21 – Dewey (x2) 
23 – Glaude; Rogers; Thompson 
 

 Week Eight 
28 – Gordon Nembhard 
 March 2 – Gordon Nembhard 

 
Week Nine 

7 – Spring Break 
9 – Spring Break 

 

 
Week Ten 

14 – Akuno & Nagwaya; Bonano et al 
16 – Akuno & Nagwaya; Bonano et al 

 
Week Eleven 

1 – Dawson Popoff; Marist/Gallup/ 
AP-NORC 

23 – Kelley; Coates; Gordon Nembhard 
 
Week Twelve 

28 – Katznelson; Johnson v Jones 
30 – Block; Baradaran 

 
Week Thirteen 

April 4 – Baradaran 
6 – Gordon Nembhard (x2); Dicamillo;  

Vande Panne 
 
Week Fourteen  

11 – Newkirk; Cohen/Lipman 
13 – Davis (x3); Defilippis (et al (x2) 

 
Week Fifteen  

18 – de Jong 
20 – de Jong 
 

Week Sixteen 
 25 – Progress Reports 

27 – Catch Up 
 
May 5th - Final Paper Due 
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Policy on Attendance: Given the nature of the class attendance is not optional. If you need to miss 
class for some reason, please let me know. I will make reasonable accommodation for students in 
time zones widely different from local Rochester time. If you need to miss class for religious 
observances, please just let me know. 
 
Policy on Electronic Devices: [Obviously, this applies to any IN PERSON meetings.] My policy on 
electronic devices in class (meaning any screen connected to silicon chips) is restrictive. No cell 
phones at all! Turn them off and put them away when you get to class. Laptops or tablets are allowed 
solely for access assigned readings or notes. In general, you should disconnect from the social media 
and phone/text communication media. In fact, if you have readings or notes you will need in class, you 
are better off getting them off of your devices and onto paper. If I detect you engaged in social media 
during class I will ask you to shut off your device and put it away. If this happens a second (or 
subsequent) time I will ask you to leave class. This will obviously impact your ability to participate in 
discussions and thereby your final grade.  
 
Policy on classroom interactions: In order to create a classroom environment that supports respectful, 
critical inquiry through the open exchange of ideas, we will observe the following guidelines: (i) Treat 
every member of the class with respect, even if you disagree with their views; (ii) Recognize that 
reasonable persons can differ on any number of perspectives, opinions, and conclusions; (iii) Because 
constructive disagreement sharpens thinking, deepens understanding, and reveals novel insights, I do 
not just expect disagreement but encourage it; (iv) Welcome and listen to  all viewpoints with the 
caveat that none is immune from scrutiny and debate; (v) Your grade - to repeat - will be based on the 
quality of reasoning and evidence you bring to bear in presenting and defending your views whatever 
they happen to be. There is no party line in the class. 




