
Political Science 249, Environmental Policy-in-Action   Fall 2021  

      

mailto:tnoto3@ur.rochester.edu


 

TEXTS:  Robert Gottlieb, Forcing the Spring: The Transformation of the American   

  Environmental Movement, Island Press 2005  

 

  Philip Shabecoff, A Fierce Green Fire, Island Press, 2003  

 

All readings are required. You may purchase new or used books; these books are also on reserve 

in the library. Articles are available online. Please let me know if you have any difficulty 

accessing them. 

 

GRADING: Class attendance, participation, homework assignments and any quizzes 20%; group 

discussion leader: 10%; Community engaged learning project (CEL) project 30% (including 

CEL project worksheets); CEL project presentation 10%

https://writing.rochester.edu/
http://www.rochester.edu/college/cetl/


DISABILITY RESOURCES:    The University of Rochester, this course, and I are committed 

https://www.rochester.edu/college/ccas/undergraduate/daca/index.html
https://www.rochester.edu/care/


Emma Foehringer Merchant, “How the Environmental Movement Has Changed”  (The 

https://ellabakercenter.org/in-the-news/newsop-ed-news-story/beyond-eco-apartheid


Susanne Rust, Bettina Boxall, Rosanna Xia, “Sierra Club reflects on its racist roots and 

looks toward a new future,” Los Angeles Times, July 23, 2020 

 

Rachel Bauch, “Rewilding Our Natural and Cultural Pathways” ThriveGlobal June 25, 

2020 (interview with Rue Mapp from Outdoor Afro) 

 

Megan Horst, “How Racism Has Shaped the American Farming Landscape” Eater, Jan 

25, 2019 

 

Summer Sewell, “There were nearly a million black farmers in 1920. Why have they 

disappeared?” The Guardian, April 29, 2019 

 

Leah Douglas, “African Americans have lost untold acres of land over the last century” 

The Nation, June 26, 2017 

 

CEL Project Worksheet 1 

 

Sept 15 Conservation: What’s the future of Conservation Movement?  

Lecture: America’s public lands, the Wilderness Act, the Great American Outdoors Act, the 

Department of the Interior and America’s public lands 

 

Student Led discussion: Return the National Parks to the Tribes? 

1. What is Treuer saying about America’s national parks, from the “best idea” to “little 

islands,” public recreation spots, and as a “crime scene”? What is he saying about the role 

of Native peoples historically in shaping and tending the land and the role of the land in 

their cultural and religious life? 

2. What is traditional ecological knowledge and why is this growing in importance with 

groups like The Nature Conservancy and some government agencies? 

3. What is Treuer recommending regarding the future of the tribes and the parks and why?  

4. How is the Biden Administration planning to work with the tribes on public lands 

acquisition and management?  

5. How do you think the conservation movement and conservation organizations should 

evolve to meet the challenges of the present and the future? 

 

CEL Project: Check in 

 

Reading:  



Conservation reflection (Blackboard) due Sept 15 

CEL project worksheet 2 

 

Sept 22 Second wave ~ Environmental Movement 

 

Lecture: 1970s Environmental Decade and Introduction to Environmental Movement 

 

Student led discussion:  

1. What was the first Earth Day about? Who organized it? Why did it get such a strong turn 

out? How does the first Earth Day fit in the context of other movements, such as the civil 

rights, peace and feminist movements? 

2. 



 

Linda Villarosa, “The Refinery Next Door” The New York Times Magazine, August 2, 

2020 

 

 Brentin Mock, “Are There Two Different Versions of Environmentalism, One 

 ‘White,’ One ‘Black’?” (Mother Jones, July 31, 2014) 

 

Dina Gilio-Whitaker, “What Environmental Justice Means in Indian Country” (KCET, 

Mar. 6, 2017) 

 

Brian Bienkowski, “Contaminated culture: native people struggle with tainted resources, 

lost identity” (Environmental Health News, Oct. 25, 2012)  
 

YouTube: “The Story of 535: Building an inclusive green economy 

putting #FrontlinesFirst” 

 

Alsen and Emmell case study (Blackboard) due 

CEL 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=%23FrontlinesFirst


Science in the Crosshairs (Science Friday, October 14, 2016) 

 

Bill Birchard, Nature’s Keepers: The Remarkable Story of How The Nature Conservancy 

Became the Largest Environmental Organization in the World (Jossey-Bass 2005), Ch. 3 

 

CEL worksheet 5 

 

Oct. 13  Role of Grassroots Activism 

Lecture: Grassroots action 

 

Guest speaker: Clayton Cox (invited) 

 

Student Led discussion:  

1. 

https://csresources.org/our-history


Depending on your movie, read:  

 

For “Erin Brockovich,” read “Still Toxic After All These Years” Grist, Jan 29, 2019 

 

For “Dark Waters,” read Nathaniel Rich, “The Lawyer Who Became DuPont’s Worst 

Nightmare” (New York Times Magazine 2016)  

 

For “A Civil Action,” read “A Decade After the Woburn Toxic Waste Case, Chemist Still 

Ponders Truth, Justice” (Aug. 25, 2000) 

https://www.umass.edu/pubaffs/chronicle/archives/00/08-25/decheke41.html  

 

Lecture: role of litigation 

 

Student led discussion of “A Civil Action,” “Erin Brockovich,” and “Dark Waters.” 

1. In your movie, who filed litigation and why? What were they hoping to achieve? 

What kinds of harms were the plaintiffs suffering? Why? 

2. What role did government agencies play, if any? What role did environmental groups 

or activists play, if any? 

3. What did watching this movie and reading the accompanying article tell you about 

the pros and cons of litigation as a tool for environmental change? 

 

CEL  Project Worksheet 7 

 

Oct. 27  Money  

 

Guest speaker: David Wolfe, consultant and former EDF scientist (invited) 

 

Class discussion:  

1. How do environmental groups get and use money? 

2. H

https://www.umass.edu/pubaffs/chronicle/archives/00/08-25/decheke41.html
https://www.edf.org/ecosystems/natural-infrastructure-strengthens-our-climate-resilience
https://www.edf.org/ecosystems/natural-infrastructure-strengthens-our-climate-resilience
https://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/content/natural-infrastructure-infographic.pdf


Nov. 3  CEL Project presentations 

 

Power point presentations on group projects. Be sure to email me your Power point 

presentation before class. Final group project due.  

 

No reading assignment; final community engaged learning project is due and in 

class power point presentation on your project 

 

Nov. 10  Role of Lobbying and Politics  

 

Lecture: Agencies, Congress, state legislatures, laws and environmental programs, and role of 

lobbying by non-profits 

 

Guest Speaker: Jennifer Breitinger, Owner Breitinger & Associates (invited) 

 

Class Discussion: 

1. What is the role of lobbying for environmental non-profits? Why do they lobby agencies 

and legislatures?  

2. In a time of strong political polarization, do you think the role, goals and objectives of 

lobbying for environmental groups should change or is it even more important to 

continue this work? 

 



Nov. 17 Sustainability and Environmentalism  

 

Lecture: Sustainability, environmentalism, social entrepreneurs and B Corps 

 

Guest Speaker: Jennifer Young, founder: What’s Good: Shop with Purpose (invited) 

 

Paper: check in 

 

Student Led Discussion:  

1. What is sustainability? How does this relate to environmentalism? What are the key 

indicia of sustainability? What is greenwashing? Where are the decision-points for 

sustainability (shoppers, manufacturers, retailers, supply chain, government, …?) 

2. What role should non-profits play? What is the difference between a green business and a 

non-profit working on sustainability issues? What expectations do you have of each? 

3. What conflicting goals and ideals did activists in “Build, Build, Build” have? How does 

this shape your idea of what is sustainable housing and where should it be located? Who 

should decide? What role should grassroots activists and non-profits play? 

4. What is Van Jones saying about the dangers of creating an eco-elite? How might 

considerations of equity and inclusivity impact sustainability advocacy, such as housing, 

food, transportation, and clothing? 

   

Reading:  

“Driving Systems Change in Turbulent Times: The Future of Sustainability 2019” Forum 

for the Future, 2019 

 

Conor Dougherty, “Build, Build, Build – When the housing crisis slammed into a 

wealthy suburb, one public servant took a beating for embracing a radically simple 

doctrine” New York Times, Feb. 16, 2020 

 

Van Jones, “Vanity Fair: The Unbearable Whiteness of Green” (Huffpost, May 25, 2011) 

 

Nov. 24 No class: Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Dec. 1  Biodiversity Crisis  

Lecture: Biodiversity Crisis and environmental movement 

 

Student Led Discussion: 

1. What is the biodiversity crisis? Is this an issue the general public is aware of? Is there 

broad public concern about the biodiversity crisis? Is the biodiversity crisis conflated 

with the climate crisis? 

2. Are there environmental justice considerations to the biodiversity crisis?  

3. What do you think are the key reasons to protect biodiversity?  

4. What role should environmental and conservation groups play in addressing the 

biodiversity crisis?  

5. Which groups are most active in addressing the biodiversity crisis? What do you think are 

the strengths and weaknesses of their approaches? 



6. What might be some innovative, inclusive approaches to address the biodiversity crisis? 

How does this address competing considerations, such as development, food and 

housing? 

 

Paper: check in. Outline due.  

 

Reading:  

 A Fierce Green Fire, Chapter 13 

 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=%23FrontlinesFirst


Paper is due. Hand in your paper in class. 


