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Readings:  

 

This is a cheap class (except for your tuition, room and board, and misc. expenses!).  The 

following book is available online through the library at 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/rochester/detail.action?docID=3339667, 

although it can only be downloaded one chapter at a time: 

   

 Christopher Klyza and David Sousa.  American Environmental Policy:  Beyond 

Gridlock, 2013 edition. 

 

 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/rochester/detail.action?docID=3339667
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I. PUBLIC POLICY 

 

I. Introduction to the Course—the Need for “Depth and Breadth” (8/26) 

 

II.  What’s Changed?  A First Look (8/31) 

 

Readings: 

 

Klyza and Sousa, Ch. 1. 

 

National Academy of Sciences.  (2012).  “Using Emerging Science and 

Technologies to Address Persistent30014on 9 nss Pers
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Optional: 

 

Thomas Picketty and Emmanuel Saez.  (2014).  “Inequality in the Long Run,” 

Science. 

 

“Political Polarization in the American Public.”  (2014).  Pew Research Center. 

 

Michael Barber and Nolan McCarty (2015).  “The Causes and Consequences of 

Polarization,” in Solutions to Polarization in America, Nathaniel Persil, 

 



6 

 

IIIA. Environmental Problems and Solutions:  Grounds for (and Against) Political 

Intervention (9/2 – 9/7) 

 

Readings: 

 

Ronald Coase.  (1960).  "The Problem of Social Cost," Journal of Law & 

Economics. 

 

Garrett Hardin. (1968).  "The Tragedy of the Commons," Science.  

 

Thomas A. Lambert. (2006).  “The Case against Smoking Bans,” Regulation.  

 

David Vogel.  (2012).  The Politics of Precaution.  Ch. 2. 

 

Fredrik Carlsson, Christina Gravert, Olof Johansson-Stenman, and Verena Kurz. 

(2021). “The Use of Green Nudges as an Environmental Policy 

Instrument,” Review of Economics and Policy. 

 

Optional: 

 

Cass R. Sunstein and Lucia A. Rei



http://www.rff.org/events/event/2015-10/real-outcomes-federal-environmental-regulations-lessons-performance-data
http://www.rff.org/events/event/2015-10/real-outcomes-federal-environmental-regulations-lessons-performance-data
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/5k3z11hjg6r7.pdf?expires=1452636519&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=E0C70A2D740EEE03B304C9608A016E42


8 

 

 

Cary Coglianese and Jennifer Nash. (2014).  “Performance Track’s Postmortem:  

Lesson’s 



http://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/2017AEIPublicOpinionStudyEnvironment.pdf
http://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/2017AEIPublicOpinionStudyEnvironment.pdf
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Robert J. Duffy.  (2013).   “Organized Interests and Environmental Policy,” in 

Sheldon Kamieniecki and Michael R. Kraft, Oxford Handbook of U.S. 

Environmental Policy. 

 

Allison L. Huang.  (ND).  “Does Environmental Policy Matter for Elections?  

Evidence from the U.S. Senate.” 

 

Russell J. Dalton.  (2015).  “Waxing or Waning?  The Changing Patterns of 

Environmental Activism,” Environmental Politics. 

 

Brian Kennedy.  (2016).  “Public Support for Environmental Regulation Varies 

by State,” Pew Research Center. 

 

Charles Palmer and Diana Weinhold.  (2020).  “Voter Choice and Issue Salience: 

Environmental Preferences and the 2016 Presidential Election.” 

 

V. Environmental Policy in the Pre-Gridlocked Age (9/23 -9/28)  

 

Readings: 

 

Marian R. Chertow and Daniel C. Esty.  (1997).  “Environmental Policy:  The 

Next Generation,” Issues in Science and Technology. 

 

Robert V. Percival.  (1997).  “Regulatory Evolution and the Future of 

Environmental Policy,” University of Chicago Legal Forum. 

 

James Morton Turner.  (2009).  ““The Specter of Environmentalism”:  

Wilderness, Environmental Politics, and the Evolution of the New Right,” 

Journal of American History. 

 

Joby Warrick.  (2015).  “Reagan, Bush 41 Memos Reveal Sharp Contrast with 

Today’s GOP on Climate and the Environment,” Washington Post. See 

also referenced memos at https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/document/15887-

document-10-memorandum-frederick-bernthal-oes. 

 

 

9/30—No Class [assuming Professor’s travels not cancelled] 

 

 

https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/document/15887-document-10-memorandum-frederick-bernthal-oes
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/document/15887-document-10-memorandum-frederick-bernthal-oes


11 

 

VI.  The Current State of the Environment (10/5) 

 

Readings: 

 

EPA Alumni Association.  (2017).  EPA Alumni Association:  A Half Century of 

Progress. 

 

Karen Clay, Nicholas Z. Mullery, and Xiao Wang.  (2021).  “Recent Increases in 

Air Pollution: Evidence and Implications for Mortality,” Review of 

Environmental Economics and Policy. 

 

Examine the seven associated reports at www.epaalumni.org/hcp/. 

 

 

ONE PARAGRAPH ON PAPER TOPIC DUE  

 

VIIA. Environmental Policy in the Post-Gridlocked Age:  Where the Action Isn’t [With 

Exception] (10/7, 10/14) 

 

Klyza and Sousa, Ch. 3. 

 

Richard Lazarus.  (2014).  “Environmental Law without Congress,” Journal of 

Land Use & Environmental Law. 

 

Lawrence Rothenberg (2018).  Policy Success in an Age of Gridlock. 

. 

 

MIDTERM 10/19 

 

 

 

http://www.epaalumni.org/hcp/Overview.pdf
http://www.epaalumni.org/hcp/Overview.pdf
http://www.epaalumni.org/hcp/
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V
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Thomas Lyon and John Maxwell.  (2008).  “Corporate Social Responsibility and 

the Environment,” Review of Environmental Economics and Policy. 
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VIII.  The Trump 

https://www.epaalumni.com/video-of-january-13th-session
https://www.brookings.edu/policy2020/votervital/what-is-the-trump-administrations-track-record-on-the-environment/
https://www.brookings.edu/policy2020/votervital/what-is-the-trump-administrations-track-record-on-the-environment/
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Bernard D. Goldstein. (2021). “What the Trump Administration taught us about 

the Vulnerabilities of EPA's Science-Based Regulatory Processes: 

Changing the Consensus Processes of Science into the Confrontational 

Processes of Law,” Health Matrix. 

 

Alan J. Krupnick, Arthur Fraas, and Justine Huetteman.  (2021). “The Economics 

of Regulatory Repeal,” Review of Environmental Economics and Policy. 

 

 

IX. Climate Change:  Regulating a Global Public Good Nationally (11/11 – 11/16; “W” 

STUDENTS’ DRAFTS DUE 11/11) 

 

 

Readings: 

 

“Climate Change.”  (2017).  Economic Report of the President (note:  Obama                        

Administration), Ch. 7. 

 

David M. Bodansky and Lavanya Rajamani. (2018). “The Evolution and 

Governance Architecture of the United Nations Climate Change Regime,” 

in Global Climate Policy. 

 

https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/713076
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/713076
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/713076
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Optional: 

 

James W. Coleman. (2014).  Unilateral Climate Regulation,” Harvard 

Environmental Law Review. 

 

Daniel M. Bodansky.  (2015).  “Facilitating Linkage of Climate Policies through 

the Paris Agreement,” Climate Policy. 

 

Robert O. Keohane and Michael Oppenheimer.  (2016).  “Paris: Beyond the 

Climate Dead End through Pledge and Review?,” Politics and 

Governance. 

 

Stefano Carattini, Simon Levin, and Alessandro Tavoni.  (2019).  “Cooperation in 

the Climate Commons,” Review of Environmental Economics and Policy. 

 

William Nordhaus. (2019). “Climate Change: The Ultimate Challenge for 

Economics,” American Economics Review. 

 

Marco Battaglini and Bard Harstad.  (2020).  “The Political Economy of Weak 

Treaties,” Journal of Political Economy. 

 

The Economics of Biodiversity: The Dasgupta Review 
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XI. Where Have We Been and What Lies Ahead (12/2 – 12/7; PAPERS DUE 12/2) 

 

Readings: 

 

Klyza and Sousa, Ch. 8-9. 

 

J. Clarence Davies.  (2015).  “Thoughts on the Future of Environmental 

Regulation,” Resources. 

 

William J. Ripple, et al.  (2017).  “World Scientists’ Warning to Humanity: A 

Second Notice,” BioScience. 

 

Norman J. Vig, Michael E. Kraft, and Barry G. Rabe.  (2021).   “Conclusion:  


