
 

Political Science 202W 
Fall 2021 

Lectures on Mondays and Wednesdays (and occasional Fridays), 10:25-11:15 
Recitations on Thursdays or Fridays 

 
Argument in Political Science 

 

 
Professor Gerald Gamm 
Harkness Hall 319 
Email: gerald.gamm@rochester.edu 
Zoom office hours (PSCI 202W only): Monday afternoons, 1:00-2:00 
Additional Zoom office hours: Monday afternoons, 2:00-3:00 
In-person office hours: Thursday mornings, 10:00-11:00 
  
Recitation leaders: Brett Behrend, Jack Dippolito, Blaine Doyle, Morgan Gillespie, Matthew Kiel,  
Arielle Savoy, and Jacob Walters 
 
 
Books.  Six books are available for purchase in the campus bookstore and at various places online, 
including AbeBooks and Amazon.  Be certain to get the correct translation of Tocqueville; our edition 
is translated by George Lawrence and edited by J. P. Mayer.  Some of these books are also available as 
electronic editions through Rush Rhees Library:  
 
 1. David Wootton, ed., The Essential Federalist and Anti-Federalist Papers. 
 2. Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, translated by George Lawrence. 
 3. John Aldrich, Why Parties?: A Second Look (2011).  
 4. Nancy Woloch, Muller v. Oregon (1996). 
 5. Ira Katznelson, When Affirmative Action Was White (2005). 
 6. John Judis, The Populist Explosion (2016). 
 
Course website. Blackboard contains lots of information essential to the course—selected student papers 
(for discussion in recitation), links to all required readings not in the books listed above, and folders for 
uploading your papers each week.  To access readings off-
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https://rochester.zoom.us/j/92094619658
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mailto:jdippoli@u.rochester.edu
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Requirements 
 Class participation is worth 20% of your grade.  You are expected to attend lectures and recitations 
on a regular basis.  The baseline participation grade is determined by participation in recitations, though it 
may be boosted by especially constructive contributions during lecture.  You must attend recitation on a 
regular basis to receive credit for the course. 
 Short papers and the final exam are worth the remaining 80% of your grade. 
 



   

Unit A—

https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/declaration-of-independence/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/13/opinion/protests-monuments-history.html
https://search.proquest.com/docview/2433169676?accountid=13567
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/02/americas-twofold-original-sin/606163/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/constitution-of-the-united-states/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/federalist-no-84/
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Madison/01-11-02-0218
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-14-02-0410
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/amendments-to-the-constitution-of-the-united-states-of-america/
https://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/v1ch13s7.html
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23024931
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23024931
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055420000799
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055420000799


https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/brutus-i-2/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/agrippa-iv/
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/courses/PSCI202W.1.FALL2020ASE/Calhoun--Disquisition.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/10/james-madison-mob-rule/568351/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/12/social-media-democracy/600763/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/on-the-constitution-and-the-union/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/the-american-union/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/the-american-union/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/what-to-the-slave-is-the-fourth-of-july/
https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-columnists/the-importance-of-teaching-dred-scott
https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate7.htm
https://college.cengage.com/history/ayers_primary_sources/address_henry_benning_georgia.htm
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/black-history-american-democracy.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/black-history-american-democracy.html
https://search.proquest.com/docview/2272891005?accountid=13567
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/01/1619-project-new-york-times-wilentz/605152/
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2020/03/06/1619-project-new-york-times-mistake-122248


   

Unit E—Social Choice and the Origins of American Political Parties 
Sept. 27  Lecture 
Sept. 29  Lecture 
Sept. 30/Oct. 1 Recitation 
 
Paper due Sept. 28. Why did politicians invent parties, and what advantages come from two-party 
competition?  In answering this question, be sure to consider Aldrich’s account of the rise of Federalists 
and Republicans in the 1790s, including his use of social choice theory, alongside the work of 
Bucchianeri and of Gamm and Kousser. 
 
John Aldrich, Why Parties?, 3-43, 67-101. 
 
Peter Bucchianeri, “Party Competition and Coalitional Stability: Evidence from American Local 
Government,” American Political Science Review 114 (2020), 1055-70. 
 
Gerald Gamm and Thad Kousser, “Life, Literacy, and the Pursuit of Prosperity: Party Competition and 
Policy Outcomes in 50 States,” American Political Science Review, forthcoming. 
 
 
 
 
Unit F— Democratic Tyranny 
Oct. 4  Lecture 
Oct. 6  Lecture 
Oct. 7/8  Recitation 
 
Paper due Oct. 5.  “The human heart,” Tocqueville warns, “nourishes a debased taste for equality, which 
leads the weak to want to drag the strong down to their level and which induces men to prefer equality in 
servitude to inequality in freedom.”  What are the specific concerns that Tocqueville sees emerging, in 
both the political and social spheres, from widespread equality? What are the principal dangers he 
identifies as threats to human liberty? 
 
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, ed. J. P. Mayer and transl. George Lawrence, xiii-xiv, 9-
20, 50-60, 173, 196-99, 226-35, 246-61, 433-36, 465-74, 503-9, 535-41, 667-79, 690-705. 
 
 
 
 
Unit G—Democratic Liberty 
Oct. 11 No class—Fall Break  
Oct. 13 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055420000386
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055420000386
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055421000617
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055421000617


   

Unit H—Voters 
Oct. 18 Lecture 
Oct. 20 Lecture 
Oct. 21/22 Recitation 
 
Paper due Oct. 19.  What institutions and strategies have been used either to mobilize new voters or to 
drive existing voters out of the political system?  And what tools have disenfranchised Americans 
developed to exert political influence and to fight for full voting rights? 
 
John Aldrich, Why Parties?, 30-32, 43-50, 102-29. 
 
Paula Baker, “The Domestication of Politics: Women and American Political Society, 1780-1920,” 
American Historical Review 89 (1984), 620-47. 
 
Mary Hershberger, “Mobilizing Women, Anticipating Abolition: The Struggle against Indian Removal in 
the 1830s,” Journal of American History 86 (1999), 15-40. 
 
J. Morgan Kousser, “Post-Reconstruction Suffrage Restrictions in Tennessee: A New Look at the V. O. 
Key Thesis,” Political Science Quarterly 88 (1973), 655-83. 
 
Willard Hughes Rolling

https://www.jstor.org/stable/1856119
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2567405
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2567405
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2148164
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2148164
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/nevlj5&i=136
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/nevlj5&i=136
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2936778
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27502847
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27502847
https://www.jstor.org/stable/25102112
https://www.jstor.org/stable/42864374
https://www.jstor.org/stable/42864374


   

Unit J— Women and Labor 
Nov. 1 Lecture 
Nov. 3 Lecture 
Nov. 4/5 Recitation 
 
Paper due Nov. 2. What arguments, debates, and legal strategies culminated in the Supreme Court ruling 
in Muller v. Oregon and the passage of Title VII?  How important was Title VII and the case Reed v. 
Reed in challenging the gender-based discrimination embodied in Muller v. Oregon? 
 
Nancy Woloch, Muller v. Oregon, 1-83, 93-107, 108-33 (skim), 133-50. 
 
Jo Freeman, “How ‘Sex’ Got Into Title VII: Persistent Opportunism as a Maker of Public Policy,” Law 
and Inequality 9 (1991), 163-84. 
 
Jeffrey Toobin, “Heavyweight: How Ruth Bader Ginsburg Has Moved the Supreme Court,” The New 
Yorker, 11 Mar. 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit K— Race and Public Policy 
Nov. 8 Lecture 
Nov. 10 Lecture 
Nov. 11/12 Recitation 
 
Paper due Nov. 9.  What were the political forces in the mid-20th-century Congress that shaped welfare 
policy, labor legislation, and benefits for veterans?  How did governments also help shape residential 
patterns and mass incarceration? 
 
Ira Katznelson, When Affirmative Action Was White, 12-79, 113-41. 
 
Ta-Nehisi Coates, “The Case for Reparations,” Atlantic Monthly, June 2014. 
 
James Forman, Jr., “Racial Critiques of Mass Incarceration: Beyond the New Jim Crow,” New York 
University Law Review 87 (2012), 21-69. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/lieq9&i=171
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2013/03/11/heavyweight-ruth-bader-ginsburg
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/nylr87&i=23


   

Unit L—Congress

https://doi.org/10.2307/1961374
https://doi.org/10.2307/1961374
https://learn.rochester.edu/bbcswebdav/courses/PSCI202W.1.FALL2020ASE/Shepsle__Changing%20Textbook%20Congress.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2016/07/how-american-politics-went-insane/485570/
https://learn-us-east-1-prod-fleet02-xythos.content.blackboardcdn.com/5fdd9eaf5f408/6571192?X-Blackboard-Expiration=1629871200000&X-Blackboard-Signature=3NUFWnFlfYQaMrYwmeZAoTa1J61HLGSKYyrY7XvT4b8%3D&X-Blackboard-Client-Id=152571&response-cache-control=private%2C%20max-age%3D21600&response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%27Gamm%2526Smith%2520chapter%25209.pdf&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20210825T000000Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=21600&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAZH6WM4PL5SJBSTP6%2F20210825%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=cb14e46488ed73a939172a6479276808cf1ad864e912e5d94818cc4cb4ac5e84
https://learn-us-east-1-prod-fleet02-xythos.content.blackboardcdn.com/5fdd9eaf5f408/6571192?X-Blackboard-Expiration=1629871200000&X-Blackboard-Signature=3NUFWnFlfYQaMrYwmeZAoTa1J61HLGSKYyrY7XvT4b8%3D&X-Blackboard-Client-Id=152571&response-cache-control=private%2C%20max-age%3D21600&response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%27Gamm%2526Smith%2520chapter%25209.pdf&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20210825T000000Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=21600&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAZH6WM4PL5SJBSTP6%2F20210825%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=cb14e46488ed73a939172a6479276808cf1ad864e912e5d94818cc4cb4ac5e84
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1537592719002664
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/12/too-much-democracy-is-bad-for-democracy/600766/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/22/opinion/sunday/trump-republican-party.html
https://search.proquest.com/docview/2436199979?accountid=13567
mailto:https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2021/07/30/what-trump-got-right/


   

Unit N— The 2020 Election and the Attack on the United States Capitol 
Dec. 6 

https://www.c-span.org/video/?309302-1/mitt-romney-concession-speech
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-Zt_oGTm4I
https://www.c-span.org/video/?507774-1/president-trump-claims-election-stolen-tells-protesters-leave-capitol
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/27/opinion/sunday/democracy-polarization.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/12/how-america-ends/600757/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/19/us/democracy-gop-democrats-sectarianism.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/07/leave-rest-me/619621/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/07/03/nation/they-kept-wheels-democracy-trump-tried-steal-an-election-now-theyre-paying-price/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/07/03/nation/they-kept-wheels-democracy-trump-tried-steal-an-election-now-theyre-paying-price/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2021/06/michigan-republican-truth-election-fraud/619326/
https://www.newamerica.org/political-reform/statements/statement-of-concern/
https://www.newamerica.org/political-reform/statements/statement-of-concern/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/07/democracy-could-die-2024/619390/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/07/democracy-could-die-2024/619390/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/11/us/politics/liz-cheney.html
https://www.proquest.com/docview/2525307345/15ABE6698B734460PQ/1?accountid=13567
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/07/27/liz-cheney-opening-statement-jan-6-hearing-500836

