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   In recognition that this is a four-credit course, in lieu of exams, there will be two 

essay assignments, one due on October 20th and the other due on December 8th.  (The 

assignments for those enrolled in PSCI 291W are different.) Further details of these 

assignments can be found in the respective Introductory Lecture for PSCI 291 or PSCI 

291W. 

  

  

  

  

September 1  Overture  

  

http://leiterreports.typepad.com/blog/2004/12/
http://leiterreports.typepad.com/blog/2004/12/
http://fish.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://fish.blogs.nytimes.com/
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Noonan & Gaffney, pp. 131-37  

John Locke, A Letter Concerning Toleration (1689)  

Bernard Lewis, What Went Wrong: Western Impact and Middle Eastern 

Response (Oxford U. Press, 2002), pp. 96-116  

  

  

September 15  The Colonial Experience & Constitutional Development  

  

John Witte, Jr. & Joel A. Nichols, Religion and the American  

Constitutional Experiment (Westview Press, 3rd ed. 2011), pp. 21- 

40 (hereafter ñWitte & Nicholsò)  

Noonan & Gaffney, pp. 158-65  

Thomas Jefferson, Notes on Virginia (Query XVII) (1784)  

Noonan & Gaffney, pp. 169-73  

James Madison, A Memorial and Remonstrance Against Religious 

Assessments (1785)  

Noonan & Gaffney, pp. 178-200  

George Washington, First Inaugural Address (1789)  

Congressional Resolution:  Day of Thanksgiving (1789)  

George Washington, Farewell Address (1796)  

Thomas Jefferson, Letter to the Danbury Baptists (1802)  

James Madison, Detached Memoranda (circa 1817)  

  

  

September 22  The American Experience Through the Application of the First 

Amendment to States  

  

Noah Feldman, Divided by God:  Americaôs Church-State Problemðand 

What we Should do About It (Farrar, Straus and Giroux 2005), pp.  

53-56 (hereafter ñFeldman, Divided by Godò)  

ñPeople v. Ruggles,ò 8 Johns. R. 290 (NY 1811)  

ñBarnes v. First Parish in Falmouthò (Mass. 1810) (Noonan & Gaffney, 

pp. 222-31)  

Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America (Book I, Chapter XVII) 

(1835)  

Witte & Nichols, pp. 118-22 & 130  

ñReynolds v. United States,ò 98 U.S. 145 (1879) 

  * Note on ñCleveland v. United Statesò 

ñPierce v. Society of Sisters,ò 268 U.S. 510 (1925)  

ñCantwell v. Connecticut,ò 310 U.S. 296 (1940)  

   *Note on ñMurdock v. Commonwealth of Pennsylvaniaò  

  

    

September 29 Free Exercise at the Supreme Court  
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Whitte & Nichols, pp. 231-34 

ñAmerican Legion v. American Humanist Assn.,ò 588 U.S. ___ (June 20, 

2019) 

 

Religious Speech and the Establishment Clause  

  

ñWidmar v. Vincent,ò 454 U.S. 263 (1981)  

ñGood News Club v. Milford Central School District,ò 533 U.S. 98 (2001)  

*Note on ñFaith Center Church Evangelistic Ministries v. Gloverò  

*Note on ñChristian Legal Society v. Martinezò  

  

Exercise vs. Establishment  

  

ñTrinity Lutheran Church of Columbia, Inc. v. Comer,ò 582 U.S. ___ 

(2017)  

   *Note on ñLocke v. Daveyò  

 *Note on ñEspinoza v. Montana Dept. of Revenueò  

 

Exercise and Establishment  

  

ñHosanna-Tabor Evangelical Lutheran Church & School v. EEOC,ò 565  

U.S. 171 (2012)  

*Note on ñOur Lady of Guadalupe School v. Morrissey-Berruò 

  

  

November 24  Academic Views on the Supreme Court and the Religion Clauses  

  

Michael W. McConnell, ñReligious Freedom at a Crossroad,ò 59 U.
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  No further assigned reading. 

  

  

December 8   Second Essay Due; Concluding Thoughts and Discussion 

 

   No further assigned reading. 

 

 

Additional course information: 

 

 Academic honesty: All assignments and activities associated with this course 

must be performed in accordance with the University of Rochester's Academic 

Honesty Policy. More information is available at:  

www.rochester.edu/college/honesty  

 

 The University of Rochester respects and welcomes students of all backgrounds 

and abilities. In the event you encounter any barrier(s) to full participation in 

this course due to the impact of disability, please contact the Office of Disability 

Resources. The access coordinators in the Office of Disability Resources can meet 

with you to discuss the barriers you are experiencing and explain the eligibility 

process for establishing academic accommodations. You can reach the Office of 

Disability Resources at: 

http://disability@rochester.edu; (585) 276-5075; Taylor Hall. 

 

http://www.rochester.edu/college/honesty
http://disability@rochester.edu

