Political Science 287/W: Theories of Political Economy
Fall 2020 ~ M&W 11:50 -1.:05
Instructor: James Johnson
Office Hours: T 10:00-11:30 & By Appointment
jd.johnson@rochester.edu * Harkness Hall 312

This class is an intellectual experiment prompted by an actual political-economic experiment. Several
American cities, including Rochester, are exploring the use of worker cooperatives — firms that are owned
and democratically controlled by the people
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Readings: The required reading for this course is difficult, it is diverse, and there is a lot of it. Moreover,


http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2011/11/03-poverty-kneebone-nadeau-berube/1103_poverty_kneebone_nadeau_berube.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2011/11/03-poverty-kneebone-nadeau-berube/1103_poverty_kneebone_nadeau_berube.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/research/interactives/2014/concentrated-poverty#/M10420
http://roc.democratandchronicle.com/assets/pdf/A22162251210.PDF
http://www.racf.org/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Poverty%20Report%20Update%202015-0108.pdf
http://www.racf.org/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Poverty%20Report%20Update%202015-0108.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/edbuild-public-data/data/fault+lines/EdBuild-Fault-Lines-2016.pdf

Thinking About Political-Economic Development |
* Sen, Amartya. 1999. Development as Freedom. Knopf.
Thinking About Poplitical Economic Development II

* Ostrom, Elinor. 1990. Governing the Commons. Cambridge University Press. [Available via Rush
Rhees Library on-line]

James Tully. 2013. “Two Ways of Realizing Justice and Democracy: Linking Amartya Sen and Elinor
Ostrom,” Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy. 16: 220-232.

Fleurbaey, Marc. 2008. “Workplace Demaocracy as a Public Good,” Revue de Philosophie
Economique 9:110-28.

Democracy: Publics, Problems, and Pragmatism |
* Dewey, John. 1927. The Public and Its Problems. Swallow Press.

Dewey, Jon. 1939. “Creative Democracy: The Task Before Us,” in The Political Writings
Ed. Debra Morris & lan Shapiro. Hackett.

Alex Livingston & Ed Quish. 2018. “John Dewey’s Experiments in Democratic Socialism,” Jacobin
(January). https://jacobinmag.com/2018/01/john-dewey-democratic-socialism-liberalism

Institutional Mechanisms: Markets, Firms, States

* Lindblom, Charles. 2002. The Market System. Yale University Press.
[Available as e-book via UofR Library: http://site.ebrary.com/lib/rochester/Doc?id=10170836 ]

Coase, Ronald. 1937. “The Nature of the Firm,” Economica 4: 386-405.

Albert Hirschman. 1970. Exit, Voice & Loyalty. Harvard University Press. [Pages 21-54; 76-105;
120-6].

Anderson, Elizabeth. 2017. Private Government. Princeton UP. Pages 37-71; 99-116; 126-44.

Lazonick, William. 2014. “Profits Without Prosperity,” Harvard Business Review (September).
46-55.

Democracy: Publics, Problems, and Pragmatism II


https://jacobinmag.com/2018/01/john-dewey-democratic-socialism-liberalism
http://www.library.rochester.edu/ezproxy_voyager.php?voyredirect=http%3A//site.ebrary.com/lib/rochester/Doc%3Fid%3D10170836



http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2015/02/08/rochester-democracycollaborative-cooperative-businesses-worker-poverty/23090949/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2015/02/08/rochester-democracycollaborative-cooperative-businesses-worker-poverty/23090949/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2016/02/23/mayor-lovely-warren-rochester-worker-cooperatives-can-curb-poverty-democracy-collaborative/80809332/?hootPostID=f7d6c9de8b8e03c5eec17e65e8ce9dde
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2016/02/23/mayor-lovely-warren-rochester-worker-cooperatives-can-curb-poverty-democracy-collaborative/80809332/?hootPostID=f7d6c9de8b8e03c5eec17e65e8ce9dde
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2016/02/23/mayor-lovely-warren-rochester-worker-cooperatives-can-curb-poverty-democracy-collaborative/80809332/?hootPostID=f7d6c9de8b8e03c5eec17e65e8ce9dde
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2016/04/10/mayor-lovely-warren-cleveland-evergreen-cooperatives-co-ops-teach-rochester/82436948/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2016/04/10/mayor-lovely-warren-cleveland-evergreen-cooperatives-co-ops-teach-rochester/82436948/
http://institute.usworker.coop/resources/us-worker-cooperatives-state-sector
http://institute.usworker.coop/sites/default/files/resources/EOStructures.pdf
http://www.thenation.com/article/cleveland-model
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/02/what-works-cleveland-115324.html#.VdNqZ0WPib8
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/02/what-works-cleveland-115324.html#.VdNqZ0WPib8

Different Models: Rochester & Jackson

Bonanno, Jessica, Violeta Duncan, and Ted Howard. 2016. Rochester’s Market Driven Community
Cooperatives Corporation: A Feasibility Analysis & Implementation Plan. Democracy Collaborative.


http://democracycollaborative.org/content/rochester-s-market-driven-community-cooperatives-corporation-feasibility-analysis
http://democracycollaborative.org/content/rochester-s-market-driven-community-cooperatives-corporation-feasibility-analysis
http://www.library.rochester.edu/ezproxy_voyager.php?voyredirect=http%3A//site.ebrary.com/lib/rochester/Doc%3Fid%3D10070239
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/13/business/the-little-bank-that-could.html
http://democracycollaborative.org/workercoops

Class participation: The course is small and will run as a seminar. Given the nature of the undertaking it is
imperative that everyone actively participate in class. That means that | expect you not only to keep up
with the reading, but also to read with care and to demonstrate this in class discussions. In order to insure
that everyone has an opportunity to participate and that a small subset of the class does not dominate the
discussion, I will call on students more or less at random. The reqularity and quality of your participation
and especially your willingness to stick your neck out in seminar discussion will constitute 20% of your final
grade for the course.

Tutorials: Your written and in-person performance for tutorials will constitute 40% of your final grade for
the course.

Writing assignment: The primary written assignment for the course is a final paper, focused on the work
of some contemporary political association or thinker-activist and making explicit connections to the
material we read and discuss in class.

There is no specific length (number of pages) for this paper. But since that inevitably makes students
nervous, think in the area of 15-20 double spaced pages (in 12-point font with one-inch margins). To
prepare for this paper you MUST speak with me at least twice one-on-one during office hours. You must
discuss possible topics for your paper no later than the start of week nine (October 19*). Soon thereafter
| will want a progress report: you must meet with me again to discuss difficulties, ideas, questions no later
November 23" (Thanksgiving week).

PLEASE NOTE: If you fail to speak with me about your paper by these dates you will lose one third
of a letter grade off the actual grade you make for the paper itself. (For example, if | would grade
your paper as a B+ you will make only a B, etc.). This sanction applies to each meeting.

What | am looking for in this assignment is for you to make connections between the topics we cover in
readings & class discussions (e.g., power or leadership or education) and the goals, activities and
arguments that these associations and thinkers advance. The connections can be either positive (meaning
the thinker or association exemplifies something in the readings) or contrastive (meaning the thinker or
association seems to provide a counterexample). Your grade will reflect the quality of reasoning and
evidence you bring to bear in presenting and defending your argument. Your grade on the final paper will
constitute 40% of your course grade.

So, to summarize, for purposes of final grades:





http://www.rochester.edu/College/honesty/
https://www.rochester.edu/college/disability/index.html

travel for athletic teams, etc.) please speak to me in advance. | will make reasonable accommodation
to address such difficulties. In particular, | will gladly accommodate faith-based exceptions to any
expectations or assignments laid out above.
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Course Schedule: What follows is a schedule of readings ...

August 19 Unger
26 Introduction 21 Unger; Knight & Johnson; Ansell
31 Cohen-Dawson; Kneebone (2); Doherty (2) 26 Riley (3); Palmer; Kerr; Rogers
September 28 Alperowitz; Epstein
2 EdBuild; Reynolds; Anderson
November
7 No Class — Labor Day
9 Sen
14 Sen
16 Ostrom
21 Ostrom

23 Tully; Fleurbaey

28 Dewey (x2)
30 Dewey (x2); Livingston & Quish

October
5 Lindblom
7 Coase; Hirschman

12 Anderson; Lazonick
14 Catch-Up



