
 

Politics and Policies in the U.S. Health Care System 

 

 

HIS 373W/473 PM 420/PSCI 317W 

Spring 2021  

 

Tuesdays on Zoom 2-3:15 

Thursday Asynchronous  

Office Hours  

 

Instructor: Mical Raz, MD, PhD micalraz@rochester.edu                                            

Office Hours: Thursday 2-3 pm on zoom. Other hours by appointment.  

 

 

Course Synopsis: 

HIS 373W (US Health Policy and Politics): This course examines the formation and evolution of 

American health policy from a political and historical perspective. Concentrating on 

devel



to tailor the course to their learning needs.  

 

Covid:  

These are unprecedented times. We are all doing are best and facing different challenges. I hope 

to make our class a respectful place for growth and learning and plan to be considerate of the 

challenges each and every one of you are facing.  

 

Seminar Participation and Grading: 

This is a seminar course in which active, well-prepared student participation is expected. 

Reading should be done in advance of the seminar, not during, and students should come 

prepared for an informed discussion. This seminar requires a significant amount of writing, 

revising, and commenting on peer writing. Given the asynchronous nature of our Thursday class, 

you are responsible for much of your active learning, I am available to support you in this 

journey.  

 

Verbal Participation: Total 10% 

Participation: 5% 

Leading an in-class discussion: 5% 

 

Written Engagement:  Total 15% 

Discussion board posts (Choose 4 out of 10 prompts): 10% 

Responses to discussion board posts (Respond 4 times at least): 5% 

 

Op-Ed Assignment:  Total 25% 

Share chosen op-ed plus analysis: 2.5% 

Commentary on peer Op-Ed:2.5% 

Op-Ed: 20% 

 

Research Paper:  Total 50% 

Detailed topic proposal and annotated bibliography: 5% 

Commentary on peer Research Paper: 5% 

Final Research Paper: 40% 

 

Important Due Dates (please put into your calendars!):  

Email with general topic and plan for final research paper: March 4 

Published Op-ed identified and commentary uploaded: March 15 

Op-ed Drafts Posted on Blackboard:  March 20 

Commentary on peer Op-Ed Draft: March 22nd 

Final Op-ed Due: Thursday April 1  

Research topic and annotated bibliography: April 6 

Draft paper: April 29th 

Peer Review of Research Paper: May 3 

Research Paper: Due May 13th  

 

If you have difficulties with any of these deadlines, please let me know as soon as you can. There 

is a global pandemic, and I will try to be accommodating, but it is easier to accommodate when I 



am informed in advance.  

 

Academic Honesty: All assignments and activities associated with this course must be performed 

in accordance with the University of Rochester's Academic Honesty Policy.  Cheating and 

plagiarism are serious offenses and will be treated as such. Anyone who engages in such 

activities will be turned over to the College Board on Academic Honesty for disciplinary action, 

as outlined at http://www.rochester.edu/College/honesty/.  For a helpful discussion of plagiarism 

(including subtle instances), see the American Historical Association’s “Defining Plagiarism,” 
https://www.historians.org/teaching-and-learning/teaching-resources-for-historians/plagiarism-curricular-materials-

for-history-instructors/defining-plagiarism.1 
 

 

Students with Disabilities: The University of Rochester respects and welcomes students of all 

http://www.rochester.edu/College/honesty/
https://www.historians.org/teaching-and-learning/teaching-resources-for-historians/plagiarism-curricular-materials-for-history-instructors/defining-plagiarism
https://www.historians.org/teaching-and-learning/teaching-resources-for-historians/plagiarism-curricular-materials-for-history-instructors/defining-plagiarism
http://www.rochester.edu/college/disability/index.html
mailto:disability@rochester.edu;


 

Detailed Breakdown of Course Requirements:  

Verbal Participation: Total 10% 

1 - Your thoughtful contributions to our online zoom class are an important part of your learning 

experience. You are expected to come prepared, participate in the discussion, and engage 

respectfully with your peers. (5) 

 

2- For each module, two students will be responsible for leading the discussion and preparing a 

few questions to stimulate conversation. (5%) 

 

Written Engagement:  Total 15% 

Discussion board posts (Choose 4 out of 10 prompts): 10% 

You will be asked to respond to 4 out of ten prompts on the reading assignments and to write 

approximately 500-750 words that incorporate your thoughts on the reading and questions that 

may arise. Your posts should be carefully written and edited prior to posting.  

 

Responses to discussion board posts (Respond 4 times): 5% 

You are expected to read and engage with the discussion board posts and respond briefly to 

different posts on different topics. The more the better, to create a conversation, but at least 4 

times to get credit.  

 

 

Op-Ed Assignment:  Total 25% 

1 -Share chosen op-ed plus analysis: 2.5% 

You will choose a scholarly op-ed you enjoy (Made by History for Wash Post; The Monkey 

Cage, JAMA Health Forum), briefly describe its argument and why you found it compelling, and 

post this on Blackboard and be prepared to discuss it in class.  

 

2 – Commentary on peer Op-Ed:2.5% 

 We will workshop our op-eds and you will provide written feedback (on Blackboard) to one 

peer, approximately 500-750 words. This peer will be assigned to you.  

 

3- Final Op-Ed: 20% 

Based on comments from myself and your peer you will submit a final op-ed, 750-1200 

words.My hope is some op-eds will be pitched to newspapers for publication.  

 

Research Paper:  Total 50% 

1 - Detailed topic proposal and annotated bibliography: 5% 

Early in the semester you will identify a topic of interest and find relevant sources for an original 

research paper. The topic proposal consists of a title for your project, a one-page abstract, and a 

bibliography of the list of sources (primary and secondary) you will use for your paper. For the 

abstract, make sure that your argument, key questions, and main sources are clear while limiting 

yourself to 250 words. For the bibliography, include basic information about at least 10 sources, 

letting the reader know what they are and why you are including them in the bibliography.  

You will upload this to Blackboard.  

 



2- Commentary on peer Research Paper: 5% 

You will read the draft research paper of one peer (will be assigned to you) and provide written 

mailto:sbarrett@library.rochester.edu
http://libcal.lib.rochester.edu/appointments?u=31920
mailto:lnicosia@library.rochester.edu
mailto:areithmayr@library.rochester.edu


 

 

Intro to Seminar, Welcome: 

 

Tuesday, February 2, 2021- online class meeting  
 

 

Module 1 Hospitals 

Thursday, February 4, 2021- Asynchronous 
Read: Starr 145-179 (ok to skim, it’s a lot)  
Rosenberg Care of Strangers 310-345  
Optional  - Vanessa Gamble, Roots of the Black Hospital Reform Movement  

Tuesday, February 9, 2021 – online class meeting  
 
Module 2 The Hill Burton Act, Deluxe Jim Crow  
Thursday, February 11, 2021 

Read: Starr 347-351 
Intro to Deluxe Jim Crow and timeline 
Karen Kruse Thomas , “The Hill-Burton Act and Civil Rights: Expanding 

Hospital Care for Black Southerners, 1939-1960,” The Journal of Southern History 
Vol. 72, No. 4 (Nov., 2006), pp. 823-870 

 

Tuesday, February 16, 2021- online class meeting  
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 Read: 

Beatrix Hoffman, “Don’t Scream Alone: The Health Care Activism of Poor 
Americans in the 1970s.” In Patients as Policy Actors. Rutgers University Press, 
2011  pp.132-147. 

  
Engel, Jonathan, Poor People’s Medicine, Chapter 3.  
 

Tuesday, March 2, 2021- online class meeting  
 
 
Module 5 What is Medicaid, What is Federalism  

Thursday, March 4, 2021 Asynchronous – Email me a topic for your final paper 
and how you’ll approach it.  

Read Jamila Michener – Fragmented Democracy, chapters 1,4.  
Read this blog post:  
https://www.theregreview.org/2020/12/23/chung-federalism-harmed-

public-health/  
 

Tuesday, March 9, 2021- online class meeting  
 

 
 
Module 6 Medicare, Desegregations, Older Americans and Politics  
Thursday, March 11, 2021 asynchronous 

Watch: Power to Heal  
Read: 
Starr, 

, , 

, 

https://www.theregreview.org/2020/12/23/chung-federalism-harmed-public-health/
https://www.theregreview.org/2020/12/23/chung-federalism-harmed-public-health/


MARCH 20 – Op Eds uploaded to blackboard, March 22 – peer feedback due.  
Tuesday, March 23, 2021 – in class discussion of draft op-eds and model op-eds 
 
Independent Work Week 

Thursday, March 25, 2021 – work on research paper proposal and revise op-eds 

Tuesday, March 30, 2021 

https://read.dukeupress.edu/jhppl/article/41/4/803/13901/Implementingthe-Affordable-Care-Act-The-Promise
https://read.dukeupress.edu/jhppl/article/41/4/803/13901/Implementingthe-Affordable-Care-Act-The-Promise


 

Tuesday, April 13, 2021- online class meeting  
 
 
Module 9 The ACA, Medicaid Non expansion 
Thursday, April 15, 2021 Asynchronous  

Watch– John Oliver clip. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5d3nASKtGas 
Read:  
Metzl, Dying of Whiteness, Intro and Pages 165-188 
Annie Lowrey “The Supreme Court is Bad for Your Health” 

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/07/medicaid-saves-lives/595096/ 

Miller and Wherry: Health and Access to Care during the First 2 Years of the ACA 
Medicaid Expansions - https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsa1612890  

 

Tuesday, April 20, 2021- online class meeting  
 
 
 

Module 10 The ACA after Obama  
Thursday, April 22, 2021 

Watch: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YEGpriv2TAc&list=LLO_dWiYLEgzMF6c6K
o-

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/07/medicaid-saves-lives/595096/
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsa1612890


 

 
 

 


