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Required Readings 
 
What follows is the assigned reading for the course. Books are marked * but are NOT on order from the 
UR Bookstore

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/rochester/detail.action?docID=470852
https://www.epi.org/publication/50-years-after-the-kerner-commission/
https://www.epi.org/blog/the-racial-wealth-gap-how-african-americans-have-been-shortchanged-out-of-the-materials-to-build-wealth/
https://www.epi.org/blog/the-racial-wealth-gap-how-african-americans-have-been-shortchanged-out-of-the-materials-to-build-wealth/
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/where-do-we-go-here-address-delivered-eleventh-annual-sclc-convention
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/where-do-we-go-here-address-delivered-eleventh-annual-sclc-convention
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/where-do-we-go-here-address-delivered-eleventh-annual-sclc-convention
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/where-do-we-go-here-address-delivered-eleventh-annual-sclc-convention
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Bayard Rustin. 1965. 

https://www.commentarymagazine.com/articles/from-protest-to-politics-the-future-of-the-civil-rights-movement/
https://www.commentarymagazine.com/articles/from-protest-to-politics-the-future-of-the-civil-rights-movement/
https://policy.m4bl.org/downloads/
http://bostonreview.net/politics/melvin-rogers-democracy-habit-practice-it
https://www.postandcourier.com/opinion/a-little-co-op-helped-end-black-disenfranchisement/article_3da95a8f-f167-5703-b64c-de9ddd482e7c.html
https://www.postandcourier.com/opinion/a-little-co-op-helped-end-black-disenfranchisement/article_3da95a8f-f167-5703-b64c-de9ddd482e7c.html
http://democracycollaborative.org/content/rochester-s-market-driven-community-cooperatives-corporation-feasibility-analysis
http://democracycollaborative.org/content/rochester-s-market-driven-community-cooperatives-corporation-feasibility-analysis
https://cooperationjackson.org/
https://www.ownrochester.coop/
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Cooperative Thought & Practice in Black Political Economy (Three Institutional Alternatives) 
 
(i)  Reparations 
 
Michael Dawson and Rovana Popoff. 2004. “Reparations: Justice and Greed in Black and White.”  

DuBois Review 1:47-91. 
Marist Poll. 2016. “Reparations for Slavery in the United States?” (10 May). 

http://maristpoll.marist.edu/510-reparations-for-slavery-in-the-united-

http://maristpoll.marist.edu/510-reparations-for-slavery-in-the-united-states/#sthash.jZaQPal2.dpbs
https://news.gallup.com/poll/261722/redress-slavery-americans-oppose-cash-reparations.aspx
https://apnews.com/76de76e9870b45d38390cc40e25e8f03
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2016/02/ta-nehisi-coates-case-for-reparations-bernie-sanders-racism/
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2016/03/reparations-ta-nehisi-coates-cedric-johnson-bernie-sanders/
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2016/03/cedric-johnson-brian-jones-ta-nehisi-coates-reparations/
http://www.soulfirefarm.org/
https://southernreparations.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/13/business/the-little-bank-that-could.html
http://inthesetimes.com/article/20918/cooperative-banking-for-black-lives
https://www.genesee.coop/
https://villagefinancial.org/
https://lespeoples.org/


https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/09/this-land-was-our-land/594742/
https://rochester.kanopy.com/node/254055
https://www.cityrootsclt.org/
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Grading: I do not care what grade you get in the course. By that I mean that while I would like you to do 
well, and hope that happens, whether you do so or not really depends on you. If you do the required 
work, it is extremely likely a good grade will follow; if not, it is almost certain that a good grade will not 
follow. 
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Once again - there is no party line in the course, meaning I do not care if you agree or disagree with me, 
with one another, or with any (or all?) of the readings. I care about your willingness to stick your neck out, 
to think critically, and to articulate and defend your views clearly both orally and in writing. So, whether 
or not you agree with the instructor has no bearing on your grade. 

 

Writing assignment:  The sole written assignment for the course is a final paper, focused on the work of 
some contemporary political association or thinker-activist and making explicit connections to the material 
we read and discuss in class. Here are some suggestions: 

https://www.baltimorealgebraproject.org/
https://blacksocialists.us/
http://boggscenter.org/
https://cbtu.org/
https://ciw-online.org/
https://cooperationjackson.org/
https://www.federation.coop/
https://foodfirst.org/
https://www.highlandercenter.org/
https://lbsbaltimore.com/about-us/
https://leftroots.net/
https://policy.m4bl.org/
https://www.newcommunitiesinc.com/
https://thenextsystem.org/
https://www.northeastfarmersofcolor.com/
http://www.soulfirefarm.org/


http://www.rochester.edu/College/honesty/
https://www.rochester.edu/college/disability/index.html
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Semester Schedule 

 
 
Week One 

Feb 1 - Introduction 
Feb 3 - Gordon-Nembhard ((x2) 

 
Week Two 

Feb 8 - Jones, et. al.; Solnit 
Feb 10 - Rorty; 


