
 
PSC 241/241W, AAS 242/242W, HIS 378/378W, and PSC 530 

Fall 2020 
Tuesdays, 12:30-3:15 pm Eastern Time 

Zoom link available on Blackboard 
 

Urban Change and City Politics 
 
 
Professor Gerald Gamm 
Email: gerald.gamm@rochester.edu 
Office hours: Monday afternoons, 2:00-3:00, and Thursday mornings, 9:00-10:00 
https://rochester.zoom.us/j/98833514234 
 
All books are available for purchase in the campus bookstore.  Rush Rhees Library has purchased 
electronic copies of each book, where possible, but some are not available for electronic purchase.  
(You might also consider online sources, including abebooks.com and amazon.com, for book 
purchases.)  The required books are these— 
 
William Cronon, Nature’s Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West (New York: Norton, 1991). 
Kenneth T. Jackson, Crabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization of the United States 



   

Academic honesty.  Students must conduct themselves in accordance with the University’s Academic 
Honesty Policy.  In this class, students may discuss readings and course material with anyone they 
choose—including the professor and other students.  But, unless all assignments have been submitted, 
they may not share, receive, read, or discuss written work for this class, including outlines, plans, and 





   

Jamie Ducharme, “These Maps Show How Drastically COVID-19 Risk Varies by 
Neighborhood,” Time, 22 July 2020. 

 
 
Oct.



   

Gerald Gamm and Thad Kousser, “No Strength in Numbers: The Failure of Big-City Bills in 
American State Legislatures, 1880-2000,” American Political Science Review 107 
(2013), 663-78. 

J. Eric Oliver, with Shang E. Ha and Zachary Callen, “Size, Scope, and Bias: What 
Differentiates Local Electoral Politics?” chap. 1 in Local Elections and the Politics of 
Small-Scale Democracy (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2012). 

 
 
Nov. 17 Power 
 
Robert A. Dahl, Who Governs? Democracy and Power in an American City (New Haven: 

Yale University Press, 1961), 1-165, 223-28, 305-325. 
 
 
Nov. 24 Class 
 
Brian F. Schaffner, Jesse H. Rhodes, and Raymond J. La Raja, Hometown Inequality: Race, 

Class, and Repre


