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Students with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability of any sort that might impact your 
ability to meet the expectations laid out in this syllabus I encourage you to speak with me in 
person as early in the term as is possible.  If you are not comfortable speaking to me directly, you 
should contact the Office of Disability Services who can assist you in making your needs clear to 
myself and your other teachers. You can find them here: 
(https://www.rochester.edu/college/disability/index.html). In any case, we can make reasonable 
accommodation regarding any and all expectations & assignments. 
 
Policy on late assignments: Except in the direst circumstances I very much frown upon late 
assignments. I will deduct one third of a letter grade for every day an assignment is late. (This 
means if your grade would have been a B+, one day late gets you a deduction to B, two days a 
deduction to B-, etc.). If you anticipate a problem getting an assignment in on time (due to, say, 
religious holidays, travel for athletic teams, etc.) please speak to me in advance. I will make 
reasonable accommodation to address such difficulties. In particular, I will gladly accommodate 
faith-based exceptions to any expectations or assignments laid out above. 

 

Readings 
 
The required reading for this course is difficult, it is diverse, and there is a lot of it. Moreover, none of the 
reading is presented in predigested textbook form. In both senses the reading load for this course might 
seem totally unreasonable! My excuse is that the problems we will be addressing are crucially important 
and complex. In that sense, it is imperative that you do the reading and that you do so prior to class. I 
have ordered books (marked *) at the University Bookstore. All are readily available in used paperback 
versions from your preferred e-purveyor. I will make the books and other readings available on 
Blackboard and through reserve at Rush Rhess. Many of the assigned readings are, as is clear from the 
syllabus, available directly on line – I have provided links where this is the case. 
 
Western NY as a Developing Country? 
 

Cohen, Cathy and Michael C. Dawson. 1993. “Neighborhood Poverty and African 
American Politics,” American Political Science Review 87:286-302. 
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https://www.rochester.edu/college/disability/index.html
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2011/11/03-poverty-kneebone-nadeau-berube/1103_poverty_kneebone_nadeau_berube.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2011/11/03-poverty-kneebone-nadeau-berube/1103_poverty_kneebone_nadeau_berube.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/research/interactives/2014/concentrated-poverty#/M10420
http://roc.democratandchronicle.com/assets/pdf/A22162251210.PDF
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Doherty, Edward. 2015. Benchmarking Rochester’s Poverty: A 2015 Update and Deeper 
Analysis of Poverty in the City of Rochester. Rochester Area Community Foundation. 
http://www.racf.org/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Poverty%20Report%20Update%202015-
0108.pdf 

 
EdBuild. 2016. Fault Lines – America’s Most Segregating School District Boundaries. 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/edbuild-public-data/data/fault+lines/EdBuild-Fault-Lines-2016.pdf 
 
Anderson, Elizabeth. 2011. “Why Racial Integration Remains an Imperative,” Poverty & 
Race 20(4): 1-2,17-19. 
 

Thinking About Political-Economic Development 
 

* Sen, Amartya. 1999. Development as Freedom. Knopf. 
 
Democracy: Publics, Problems, and Pragmatism I 
 

* Dewey, John. 1927. The Public and Its Problems. Swallow Press. 
 
Dewey, Jon. 1939. “Creative Democracy: The Task Before Us,” in 

http://www.racf.org/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Poverty%20Report%20Update%202015-0108.pdf
http://www.racf.org/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Poverty%20Report%20Update%202015-0108.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/edbuild-public-data/data/fault+lines/EdBuild-Fault-Lines-2016.pdf
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2015/02/08/rochester-democracycollaborative-cooperative-businesses-worker-poverty/23090949/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2015/02/08/rochester-democracycollaborative-cooperative-businesses-worker-poverty/23090949/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2016/02/23/mayor-lovely-warren-rochester-worker-cooperatives-can-curb-poverty-democracy-collaborative/80809332/?hootPostID=f7d6c9de8b8e03c5eec17e65e8ce9dde
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2016/02/23/mayor-lovely-warren-rochester-worker-cooperatives-can-curb-poverty-democracy-collaborative/80809332/?hootPostID=f7d6c9de8b8e03c5eec17e65e8ce9dde
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2016/02/23/mayor-lovely-warren-rochester-worker-cooperatives-can-curb-poverty-democracy-collaborative/80809332/?hootPostID=f7d6c9de8b8e03c5eec17e65e8ce9dde


http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2016/04/10/mayor-lovely-warren-cleveland-evergreen-cooperatives-co-ops-teach-rochester/82436948/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2016/04/10/mayor-lovely-warren-cleveland-evergreen-cooperatives-co-ops-teach-rochester/82436948/
http://institute.usworker.coop/resources/us-worker-cooperatives-state-sector
http://institute.usworker.coop/sites/default/files/resources/EOStructures.pdf
http://www.thenation.com/article/cleveland-model
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/02/what-works-cleveland-115324.html#.VdNqZ0WPib8
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/02/what-works-cleveland-115324.html#.VdNqZ0WPib8
http://democracycollaborative.org/content/rochester-s-market-driven-community-cooperatives-corporation-feasibility-analysis
http://democracycollaborative.org/content/rochester-s-market-driven-community-cooperatives-corporation-feasibility-analysis
http://www.library.rochester.edu/ezproxy_voyager.php?voyredirect=http%3A//site.ebrary.com/lib/rochester/Doc%3Fid%3D10170836
http://www.library.rochester.edu/ezproxy_voyager.php?voyredirect=http%3A//site.ebrary.com/lib/rochester/Doc%3Fid%3D10070239
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Democratizing Finance? 
 

Lazonick, William. 2014. “Profits Without Prosperity,” Harvard Business Review (September) 46-
55. 

 
Block, Fred. 2014. “Democratizing Finance,” Politics & Society 42: 3-28. 
 
Nembhard, Jessica Gordon. 2013. “Community Development Credit Unions: Securing 
and Protecting Assets in Black Communities,” Review of Black Political Economy 
40:459–490. 
 
Dicamillo, Nathan. 2018. “The Little Bank that Could,” New York Times (April 13). 

 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/13/business/the-little-bank-that-could.html 
 
Problems of Implementation & Transition I 
 

* Ostrom, Elinor. 1990. Governing the Commons. Cambridge University Press. 
 
James Tully. 2013. “Two Ways of Realizing Justice and Democracy: Linking Amartya Sen and Elinor 
Ostrom,” Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy. 16: 220-232. 

 
Problems of Implementation & Transition II 
 

* Nembhard, Jessica Gordon. 2014. Collective Courage: A History of African American 
Cooperative Economic Thought and Practice. Penn State University Press. 

 
Problems of Implementation & Transition III 
 

Abell, Hilary. 2014. Worker Cooperatives: Pathways to Scale. Democracy Collaborative. 
http://democracycollaborative.org/workercoops  
 
Bowles, Samuel and Herbert Gintis. 1993. “A Political and Economic Case for the 
Democratic Enterprise,” Economics & Philosophy

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/13/business/the-little-bank-that-could.html
http://democracycollaborative.org/workercoops



