PSC 575: Topics in Political Economy

Volodymyr Baranovskyi
Spring 2018, Rochester
M, W 10:00-12:00
Harkness 112

Office Hours: T: 10-12 or by appointment

Course Outline: This course will focus on surveying and discussing applications of dynamic



Topics: | have included mostly those papers | think we may cover. Depending on class

interests, we can be flexible with respect to the topics and papers covered as well as the



4 Dynamic Institutional Choice/Change

Fernandez and Rodrik (1991), Acemoglu and Robinson (2000), Acemoglu and Robinson (2001),






Battaglini, M. (2005). Sequential voting with abstention. Games and Economic Behavior 51
(2), 445-463.

Battaglini, M. and S. Coate (2007). Inefficiency in legislative policymaking: a dynamic analysis.
American Economic Review 97 (1), 118-149.

Battaglini, M. and S. Coate (2008). A dynamic theory of public spending, taxation, and debt.
American Economic Review 98 (1), 201-236.

Bergemann, D. and J. Valimaki (2003). Dynamic common agency. Journal of Economic
Theory 111, 23-48.

Bernhardt, D., O. Camara, and F. Squintani (2011). Competence and ideology. Review of
Economic Studies 78 (2), 487-522.

Bernhardt, D., L. Campuzano, F. Squintani, and O. Camara (2009). On the benefits of party
competition. Games and Economic Behavior 66 (2), 685-707.

Bernhardt, D., S. Dubey, and E. Hughson (2004). Term limits and pork barrel politics. Journal
of Public Economics 88 (12), 2383-2422.

Biais, B., T. Mariotti, J. Rochet, and S. Villeneuve (2010). Large risks, limited liability, and
dynamic moral hazard. Econometrica 78 (1), 73-118.

Callander, S. (2007). Bandwagons and Momentum in Sequential Voting. Review of Economic
Studies 34 (1), 123-684.

Callander, S. (2011). Searching for Good Policies. American Political Science Review 105 (4),
643-662.

Dekel, E. and M. Piccione (2000). Sequential voting procedures in symmetric binary elections.
Journal of Political Economy 108 (1), 34-55.

Dixit, A., G. Grossman, and F. Gul (2000). The dynamics of political compromise. Journal of
Political Economy 108 (3), 531-568.

Duggan, J. (2000). Repeated elections with asymmetric information. Economics and Politics
12 (2), 109-135.

Duggan, J. and M. Fey (2006). Repeated Downsian electoral competition. International
Journal of Game Theory 35 (1), 39-69.

Duggan, J. and T. Kalandrakis (2012). Dynamic Legislative Policy Making. Journal of
Economic Theory 147 (5), 1653-1688.

Ferejohn, J. (1986). Incumbent performance and electoral control. Public choice 50 (1), 5-25.

Fernandez, R. and D. Rodrik (1991). Resistance to reform: Status quo bias in the presence of
individual-specific uncertainty. American Economic Review 81 (5), 1146-1155.

Fong, P. (2008). Dynamics of government and policy choice. Working paper.

Forand, J. (2014). Two-party competition with persistent policies. Journal of Economic
Theory 152, 64-91.



Gul, F. and W. Pesendorfer (2010). The war of information.

Jack, W. and R. Lagunoff (2006). Dynamic enfranchisement. Journal of Public Economics 90
(4-5), 551-572.

Kalandrakis, T. (2004). A three-player dynamic majoritarian bargaining game. Journal of
Economic Theory 116 (2), 294-322.

Kalandrakis, T. (2009a). A Reputational Theory of Two-Party Competition. Quarterly Journal
of Political Science 4 (4), 343-378.

Kalandrakis, T. (2009b). Minimum winning coalitions and endogenous status quo.
International Journal of Game Theory 39 (4), 617-643.

Keppo, J. and L. Smith (2008). Optimal electoral timing: exercise wisely and you may live
longer. Review of Economic Studies 45 (2), 616-628.

Kramer, G. (1977). A dynamical model of political equilibrium. Journal of Economic Theory 16
(2), 310-334.

Lagunoff, R. (2009). Dynamic stability and reform of political institutions. Games and
Economic Behavior 67 (2), 569-583.

Lizzeri, A. and N. Persico (2004). Why Did the Elites Extend the Su rage? Democracy and the
scope of government, with an application to Britain's "age of reform". Quarterly Journal of
Economics 119 (2), 707-765.

Martinelli, C. and R. Escorza (2007). When are stabilizations delayed? Alesina-Drazen revisited.
European Economic Review 51 (5), 1223-1245.

Myerson, R. (2015). Moral hazard in high office and the dynamics of aristocracy.
Econometrica 83 (6), 2083-2126.

Myerson, R. (2008). The autocrat's credibility problem and foundations of the constitutional
state. American Political Science Review 102 (1), 125-139.

Nageeb, S. and A. Kartik (2012). Herding with collective preferences. Economic Theory
51 (3), 601-626.

Schwabe, R. (2009). Reputation and accountability in repeated elections. Working paper.

Strulovici, B. (2010). Learning While Voting: Determinants of Collective Experimentation.
Econometrica 78 (3), 933-971.

Van Weelden, R. (2013). Candidates, Credibility, and Re-election Incentives. Review of
Economic Studies 80 (4), 1622-1681.

Wittman, D. (1977). Candidates with policy preferences: A dynamic model. Journal of
Economic Theory 14 (1), 180-189.

Yared, P. (2010). Politicians, Taxes and Debt. Review of Economic Studies 77 (2), 806-840.



