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&0-185'0;51;25<='This course will teach students about politics in authoritarian regimes, 
transitions from authoritarian to democratic regimes, and democratic backsliding and 
reversion. Topics include trends over time in regime type, examining institutions 
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Finally, every week contains questions to help guide the readings and to gain key 
takeaway points. However, these key questions should not encourage students only to 
read until the point at which they can answer



 4 

"#$%&'(%!)*!#(+,,%,!
!
-+./!01!2'/$).3/+.3+4!5%637%,!
!
8+1!9+4'+.:!8;<!=><!=?!@!AB%.B3%C!)*!D.%4&,!+4&!2'/$).3/+.3+4!"'.B3B+(!D))(,!
L5D'J-58.2048+'What distinguishes authoritarian from democratic regimes? What are 
distinguishing characteristics of different types of authoritarian regimes? What are major 
trends over time regarding the frequency of dictatorships relative to democracies, as 
well as the frequency of different types of authoritarian regimes? What strategies do 
authoritarian rulers use to stay in power?!

• Svolik, Milan W. 2012. The Politics of Authoritarian Rule. Cambridge University 
Press. Chapter 2: “The World of 
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L5D'J-58.2048+'Why do militaries sometimes intervene in politics? Why do leaders of 
military regimes relinquish power? Why have military regimes become so rare since the 
Cold War ended? 
"539246+'

• Geddes, Barbara, Erica Frantz, and Joseph G. Wright. 2014. “Military Rule.” 
Annual Review of Political Science, 17: 147-162. 

• Quinlivan, James T. 1999. “Coup-proofing: Its Practice and Consequences in the 
Middle East.” International Security, 24(2): 131-165. 

• Marinov, Nikolay and Hein Goemans. 2014. “Coups and Democracy.” British 
Journal of Political Science, 44(4): 799–825. 

• Read chapter 5 “The End of the Regime: Political Society and the Military” (pgs. 
55-67) of Stepan, Alfred. 1988. Rethinking Military Politics: Brazil and the 
Southern Cone. Princeton: Princeton
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• Haber, Stephen. 2008. “Authoritarian Government.” In The Oxford Handbook of 
Political Economy, Eds. Donald A. Wittman and Barry R. Weingast. New York: 
Oxford University Press. 

• Read pgs. 123-125 and 134-139 (skip section 2 “Model and analysis”) of 
Gehlbach, Scott and Philip Keefer. 2011. “Investment without Democracy: 
Ruling-party institutionalization and credible commitment in autocracy.” Journal of 
Comparative Economics, 39: 123-139. 

• Chapters 1 and 2 (pgs. 3-51) of Shirk, Susan. 1993. The Political Logic of 
Economic Reform in China. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

• Read chapter 3 “Decision Making in Postcolonial Africa” (pgs. 113-151) in van de 
Walle, Nicolas. 2001. African Economies and the Politics of Permanent Crisis, 
1979-1999. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
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• Adena et al. 2015. “Radio and the Rise of the Nazis in Prewar Germany.” 
Quarterly Journal of Economics. 

• McMillan, 
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6 “Africa: Transitions without Democratization” (you already read the first part of 
the chapter).!
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• Keyssar, Alexander. The Right to Vote: The Contested History of Democracy in 
the United States. Introduction, Chapter 8 “Breaking Barriers,” Chapter 9 “The 
Story Unfinished,” and Conclusion. 

• Short media article on the electoral college:  
https://www.freep.com/story/opinion/columnists/stephen-
henderson/2016/11/19/electoral-college-race-problem/94079504/  
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• Lieberman et al. (2017). “Trumpism and American Democracy: History, 

Comparison, and the Predicament of Liberal Democracy in the United States” 
• Shorter media pieces: 

o New York Times article “Is Donald Trump a Threat to Democracy?” 
Available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/16/opinion/sunday/is-
donald-trump-a-threat-to-democracy.html  

o Follow-up to the previous one: 
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/01/trump-
democracy-ziblatt-levitsky/550340/  

o Bright Line Watch Survey Report: Wave 3. Available at:  
http://brightlinewatch.org/blw-survey-wave3/ 

o Vox article “20 of America’s top political scientists gathered to discuss our 
democracy. They’re scared.” Available at: 
https://www.vox.com/2017/10/13/16431502/

".  px? h2g,RPh  hRpN rVoscxxg S x? N rvos fhRp rxs % xj fhRp rcxxgh h hRp2 pgSRg0T2 2p:R,2
K uxux hRh  hRpN rVos fhRp rxs % xxs % xj //
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