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COURSE OUTLINE 

***dates for specific lectures are approximate; exam dates are set in stone*** 

TOPIC 1 – What are Models and Why  Use Them?
Date: January 18, 23
Reading: 
Rubenstein chs.  0-1; Angrist & Pitschke ch 1 

January 25 – Experiment for Professor Geomans

TOPIC 2 – Cooperation, Conflict,  and the State
Reading: North (1991) ch 1; Carniero

TOPIC 2a – Coordination 
Date: January 29
Reading: Rousseau 18-21 

TOPIC 2b – Conflict 
Date: February 1,  6, 13
Reading: Hobbes XVII-XVIII; Ostrom c3h 1

February 8  Class Canceled 

TOPIC 2c – The Shadow of the Future 
Date:  February 15, 20
Reading: Olson ch 1 ; Boix (2015) ch 1; Axelrod chs 1, 4

TOPIC 2d – Bargaining
Date: February 22, 27, March 1
Reading: Fearon (1995)

March 6 Midterm Exam

TOPIC 3 – Political Regimes

TOPIC 3a – What is Democracy &  Empirical Patterns



Date: March 8
Reading: Dahl, Boix, Miller Rosato (2013).  

TOPIC 3b – Commitment Problems and Democracy
Date: March 20, 22  
Reading: Downs; Boix (2003) ch 1; Weingast  (1997) 

TOPIC 3c –  Capitalism, Socialism, and Democracy
Date: March 27,  
Reading: Pzerworski TBD

TOPIC 4 – Elections 



(BONUS  LECTURE – IF WE HAVE TIME)

TOPIC 6 – Why Vote? 

TOPIC 6a – Rational Turnout?
Reading: Riker & Ordeshook, Gerber & Green

May 1  Final Exam
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	There will be optional recitations held throughout the semester to clarify course concepts and review the answers to the problem sets. In addition, teaching assistants will hold office hours, providing you with additional assistance with course material. Details about recitations and the teaching assistants will be addressed in class early in the semester.

