


quantitative results in a paper, focus on the conclusion, where they should well summarized. 
Be prepared. If you do not read in advance, you might not be able to follow the lectures. 
 
Assessment and Grading 
There will be five in-class exams with 2 essay questions each. These will be taken from a list 
of 4 questions that will be posted (on blackboard) the d



Schedule and Readings 
Aug 28 ***No class 
Sep 03 Syllabus discussion 
 
Introduction 
Sep 05 Acemoglu, D., Robinson, J. (2006). Economic Origins of Dictatorship and 

Democracy. Cambridge University Press. Pages 1-43.  
 
Part I. Development, Democracy and Elections 
Sep 10  Bidner, C., Francois, P., Trebbi, F. (2015). A Theory of Minimalist Democracies. 

Working Paper. (read pages 1-9; 30-33) 
Sep 12  LaGatta, T., Little, A., Tucker, J. (2015). Elections, Protest, and Alɖᐱ退 e





For W Students only 
 
There will be a final paper of 10-12 pages, which will represent 25% of the final grade (the 
exams will represent 75% of the grade). The paper provides students with an opportunity to 
examine the topics discussed in class from the in-depth perspective of one or several 
empirical cases of their choosing. The paper will require W students to cite at least six 
academic sources not among assigned readings.  
 
The topic is your choice, as long as it is somewhat related to the topic of this course (I am 
not too restrictive about your choice of topic). The paper should be comprised of three main 
components: 
 

- a research question that you intend to examine. This is an introduction, the idea is to 
convince readers that your question is interesting and relevant. 

 
- Context. Here you will, if necessary, provide enough information on the context of the 

question. For example, if your question is specific to a certain country and/or period 
of time. Some information the context is required for the readers to understand the 
paper. 

 
- a literature review on the topic, summarizing what other people have said about the 

question you’ve posed. This is the body of the paper.  
 

- your personal view on the subject. This is more or less like a conclusion, where you 
comment on the answers provided by the literature you’ve reviewed, and contribute 
with your thoughts. 

 
The paper should be written in font size 12, one-half spacing, no more than 10 pages 
including a page with bibliographical references at the end (cover page does not count). In 
the text, you should cite at least 6 academic works that are not part of the literature being 
reviewed in the lectures. In the text, cite using the following format (Frey, 2019), and include 
the full reference in the bibliography. 
 
Deadlines: 
 
Anytime before  Oct 18, 2019 . Please come to my office hours with your proposed idea. We’ll 
talk about it, and I might give you some recommendations for the literature.  
 
Nov 23, 2019 . A first draft of the paper is due, by email. After that, we’ll get together again to 
discuss potential improvements for the final version. 
 
Dec 13, 2019 . The final version is due, by email. 
 


