University of Rochester Political Science

Psc 586 Prof. Mark Fey
Theory of Voting and Elections Fall 2018

Syllabus & Reading List

This course covers much of the modern game-theoretic literature on mod-
els of voting and elections. It is meant to expose students to the techniques
and models used in this line of research. The course covers both complete
and incomplete information models and thus students must have completed
Psc584 (or its equivalent) prior to taking this course.

After a review of the Hotelling-Black one-dimensional model of elections,
the course examines the many extensions of this basic model. Such exten-
sions include probabilistic voting, policy-motivated candidates, and issues of
commitment and agenda control in elections. The next set of topics for the
course focuses on models of multi-candidate elections, including models of
candidate entry and strategic voting by members of the electorate. Finally,
the remainder of the course deals with issues of information in elections,
including uncertainty on the part of voters and candidates, and problems
associated with private information in elections.

There are three main obligations for students taking the course. Reading
the required articles and participating in class is the rst and most important
of the obligations. The second obligation is taking a turn presenting one of
the topics from the reading list. Assignments of topics will be worked out at
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Week 1 Introductory Thoughts and Review
Week 2 Policy-Motivated Candidates and Probabilistic Voting

Calvert (1985); Duggan and Fey| (2005); Hinich (1977); Banks and
Duggan (2005)

Week 3 Candidate Quality

Ansolabehere and Snyder| (2000); Groseclose| (2001);
Aragones and Palfrey| (2002); Aragones and Xefteris (2012)

Week 4 Voter Turnout Models

Ledyard| (1984); Palfrey and Rosenthal (1983); |Palfrey and
Rosenthal| (1985); Kalandrakis| (2009)

Week 5 Candidate Entry

Palfrey| (1984); Greenberg and Shepsle| (1987); Weber (1992);
Osborne| (1993)

Week 6 Citizen Candidates and Voting for Policies

Feddersen (1992); (Osborne and Slivinski| (1996)); Besley and
Coate (1997)

Week 7 Strategic Voting and Duverger’s Law

Palfrey| (1989); Myerson and Weber| (1993); [Fey| (1997);
Feddersen et al.| (1990); Cox| (1994); Morellil (2004)

Week 8 Elections with Multiple Candidates and Alternative Voting Systems
Cox (1987); |Cox| (1990); Dellis (2011)

Week 9 Private Information, the Swing Voter’s Curse, and Jury Theorems

Austen-Smith and Banks| (1996)); Feddersen and Pesendorfer
(1996)); Feddersen and Pesendorfer| (1997); Fey and Kim| (2002)

Week 10 Pandering
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http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/B6WJ3-45F4WM8-7/2/167b576b9df61868bb11e168dd6b2694
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-0554%28199603%2990%3A1%3C34%3AIARATC%3E2.0.CO%3B2-8
http://www.rochester.edu/college/PSC/duggan/papers/prob11.pdf
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0033-5533%28199702%29112%3A1%3C85%3AAEMORD%3E2.0.CO%3B2-X
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0092-5853%28198502%2929%3A1%3C69%3AROTMVM%3E2.0.CO%3B2-6
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Canes-Wrone, Brandice, Michael C. Herron, and Kenneth W. Shotts 2001.
\Leadership and pandering: A theory of executive policymaking,"
American Journal of Political Science, pages 532{550.

Casella, Alessandra 2005. \Storable votes,"” Games and Economic Behavior,
51, 391{419.

Cox, Gary W. 1987. \Electoral Equilibrium under Alternative Voting
Institutions,” American Journal of Political Science, 31, 82{108.
(JSTOR).

Cox, Gary W. 1990. \Centripital and Centrifugal Incentives in Electoral
Systems,"


http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0092-5853%28198702%2931%3A1%3C82%3AEEUAVI%3E2.0.CO%3B2-7
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0092-5853%28199011%2934%3A4%3C903%3ACACIIE%3E2.0.CO%3B2-V
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-0554%28199409%2988%3A3%3C608%3ASVEUTS%3E2.0.CO%3B2-E
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/B6WFW-4G04949-1/2/0a5dedf28e77cf18b032a9a56443ee98
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0092-5853%28199211%2936%3A4%3C938%3AAVMIDL%3E2.0.CO%3B2-X
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0002-8282%28199606%2986%3A3%3C408%3ATSVC%3E2.0.CO%3B2-6
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0012-9682%28199709%2965%3A5%3C1029%3AVBAIAI%3E2.0.CO%3B2-D

Psc 586 Fall 2018
Prof. Mark Fey Syllabus & Reading List 6

Feddersen, Timothy J., Itai Sened, and Stephen G. Wright 1990.
\Sophisticated Voting and Candidate Entry Under Plurality Rule,"
American Journal of Political Science, 34, 1005{1016. (JSTOR).


http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0092-5853%28199011%2934%3A4%3C1005%3ARVACEU%3E2.0.CO%3B2-E
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-0554%28199703%2991%3A1%3C135%3ASACIDL%3E2.0.CO%3B2-I
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0002-8282%28200209%2992%3A4%3C1264%3ATSVCC%3E2.0.CO%3B2-R
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-0554%28198706%2981%3A2%3C525%3ATEOERI%3E2.0.CO%3B2-U
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0092-5853%28200110%2945%3A4%3C862%3AAMOCLW%3E2.0.CO%3B2-Z
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http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-0554%28199303%2987%3A1%3C102%3AATOVE%3E2.0.CO%3B2-X
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/B6WFW-45PMW9D-X/2/fd06a2773559cf08a954066b7124a843
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0033-5533%28199602%29111%3A1%3C65%3AAMOPCW%3E2.0.CO%3B2-B
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0034-6527%28198401%2951%3A1%3C139%3ASEWE%3E2.0.CO%3B2-6
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-0554%28198503%2979%3A1%3C62%3AVPASU%3E2.0.CO%3B2-W
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Tyson, Scott A 2016. \Information acquisition, strategic voting, and
improving the quality of democratic choice,” The Journal of Politics, 78,
1016{1031.

Weber, Shlomo 1992. \On Hierarchical Spatial Competition,” Review of
Economic Studies, 59, 407{425. (JSTOR).


http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0034-6527%28199204%2959%3A2%3C407%3AOHSC%3E2.0.CO%3B2-6

