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Political Science 287/487: Theories of Political Economy 

Instructor: James Johnson (jd.johnson@rochester.edu) 

Fall 2017 ~ T-Th 9:40-10:55 * Harkness 210 

Office Hours Tuesday 3:30-5:00 * Harkness Hall 312 (x5-0622) 
 

 
“There is little discussion either of the feasibility or desirability of  

workplace democracy today. … [Y]et the institution of employment, one  
of the most central institutions of our society, remains undemocratic.”  

~ Carole Pateman (Presidential Address to APSA – 2010) 

 

This class is an intellectual experiment prompted by an actual political-economic experiment. 

Several American cities, including Rochester, are exploring the use of worker cooperatives ± 

firms that are owned and democratically controlled by the people who work in them ± as part of 

broader community economic development initiatives. Cooperatives are proposed both as a 

remedy for both economic hardship and in hopes of empowering local communities politically. 

This experiment prompts a whole set of questions at the intersection of political theory and 



 

http://www.rochester.edu/College/honesty/
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Readings 
 
The required reading for this course is difficult, it is diverse, and there is a lot of it. Moreover, 

none of the reading is presented in predigested textbook form. In both senses 

http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2011/11/03-poverty-kneebone-nadeau-berube/1103_poverty_kneebone_nadeau_berube.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2011/11/03-poverty-kneebone-nadeau-berube/1103_poverty_kneebone_nadeau_berube.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/research/interactives/2014/concentrated-poverty#/M10420
http://roc.democratandchronicle.com/assets/pdf/A22162251210.PDF
http://www.racf.org/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Poverty%20Report%20Update%202015-0108.pdf
http://www.racf.org/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Poverty%20Report%20Update%202015-0108.pdf
http://www.tcf.org/assets/downloads/Jargowsky_ArchitectureofSegregation.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/edbuild-public-data/data/fault+lines/EdBuild-Fault-Lines-2016.pdf
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http://robertounger.com/english/pdfs/left_alternative/complete_text.pdf
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2015/02/08/rochester-democracycollaborative-cooperative-businesses-worker-poverty/23090949/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2015/02/08/rochester-democracycollaborative-cooperative-businesses-worker-poverty/23090949/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2016/02/23/mayor-lovely-warren-rochester-worker-cooperatives-can-curb-poverty-democracy-collaborative/80809332/?hootPostID=f7d6c9de8b8e03c5eec17e65e8ce9dde
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2016/02/23/mayor-lovely-warren-rochester-worker-cooperatives-can-curb-poverty-democracy-collaborative/80809332/?hootPostID=f7d6c9de8b8e03c5eec17e65e8ce9dde
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2016/02/23/mayor-lovely-warren-rochester-worker-cooperatives-can-curb-poverty-democracy-collaborative/80809332/?hootPostID=f7d6c9de8b8e03c5eec17e65e8ce9dde
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2016/04/10/mayor-lovely-warren-cleveland-evergreen-cooperatives-co-ops-teach-rochester/82436948/
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2016/04/10/mayor-lovely-warren-cleveland-evergreen-cooperatives-co-ops-teach-rochester/82436948/
http://institute.usworker.coop/resources/us-worker-cooperatives-state-sector
http://institute.usworker.coop/sites/default/files/resources/EOStructures.pdf
http://www.thenation.com/article/cleveland-model
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/02/what-works-cleveland-115324.html#.VdNqZ0WPib8
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/02/what-works-cleveland-115324.html#.VdNqZ0WPib8
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Bonanno, Jessica, Violeta Duncan, and Ted Howard. 2016. 

http://democracycollaborative.org/content/rochester-s-market-driven-community-cooperatives-corporation-feasibility-analysis
http://democracycollaborative.org/content/rochester-s-market-driven-community-cooperatives-corporation-feasibility-analysis
http://www.library.rochester.edu/ezproxy_voyager.php?voyredirect=http%3A//site.ebrary.com/lib/rochester/Doc%3Fid%3D10170836
http://www.library.rochester.edu/ezproxy_voyager.php?voyredirect=http%3A//site.ebrary.com/lib/rochester/Doc%3Fid%3D10070239
http://democracycollaborative.org/workercoops
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Problems of Implementation & Transition III 
 

* Nembhard, Jessica Gordon. 2014. Collective Courage: A History of African American 

Cooperative Economic Thought and Practice. Penn State University Press. 

 

Bachrach, Peter and Aryeh Botwinick. 1992. Power & Empowerment. Temple 

University Press. Chapters 2-3, 5

-   
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Schedule 

 
 

 

August 

31 Introduction 

 

September 

5 Cohen-Dawson; Kneebone (2); Doherty (2) 

7 EdBuild; Anderson; Jargowsky 

        

12 *Sen 

14 *Sen  

 

19 *Dewey (2) ± First Short Paper Due 

21 *Dewey 

 

26 *Unger 

28 *Unger; Knight & Johnson  

 

October 

3 Riley (3); Palmer; Kerr; Rogers 

5 Alperowitz; Epstein; Bonnano 

 

10 Fall Break - No Class 

12 *Lindblom  

 

17 * Lindblom 

19 Hirschman; Coase 

 

24 Lazonick; Block  

26 Nembhard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


