
Political Science 246    



Why study it? Begin discussion of the Environmental Decade. Students will sign up for 
group case discussion leader assignments. 
  
 Reading: Salzman, ch. 1 (pp 1-15); Richard J. Lazarus, The Making of 
 Environmental Law (The University of Chicago Press, 2004), pp. 47-66. 
  
Sept. 5  The dawn of the modern environmental era – the 1970s/The 
Environmental Decade: Why the Environmental Decade? (passage of comprehensive 
suite of federal environmental laws, birth of EPA, the environmental movement, CEQ). 
Why?  
  
 Reading: Salzman, ch.2 (pp 17-47) 
 
II. Endangered Species Act (ESA)  
 
Sept. 7  Historical underpinnings, purpose, and scope of ESA – listing process for 



Sept. 19   ESA & Climate Change: Is the ESA a good tool to address climate 
change mitigation or adaptation? Population loss v. species extinction; 6th Wave of 
Extinction, Bush Administration polar bear listing. How does/should climate models 
impact listings? How should ESA recovery plans, habitat range, tools evolve?  
 
 In class group discussion: “Saving Species as the Climate Changes” debate 
 

Reading: Read comments from all six debaters in “Saving Species as the Climate 
Changes” (New York Times, April 22, 2011); Olivia Bensinger, “The Endangered 
Species Act to the Rescue? Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation under the 
ESA” (Vermont Journal of Environmental Law) 

  
Sept. 21 “Modernizing” the ESA,“Repeal and Replace” the ESA, or ??? – What’s 
Happening in Congress? The ESA’s track record. Analyzing ESA bills in Congress – 
what would they do? Role of States? Attorneys general letter; California Environmental 
Defense Act (SB 49).  
   

Reading: Darryl Fears, “The Endangered Species Act may be headed for the 
threatened list. This hearing confirmed it.” (The Washington Post, Feb. 15, 2017); 
Christopher Ketcham, “Inside the Effort to Kill Protections for Endangered 
Animals” (National Geographic, May 19, 2017); “ESA Is Under Attack. But How 
Much Trouble Is It In?” (Audubon, Feb. 8, 2017) 

  
III. National Environmental Policy Act  
 
Sept. 26 Context, purpose and structure of NEPA: The need for comprehensive 
consideration of environmental impacts in all aspects of federal agency action, the role of 
CEQ, and the importance of the action forcing provisions of NEPA and the terms: EA, 
EIS, FONSI and categorical exclusion. 
  

Reading: Salzman, pp 333-349; NEPA statute  
 



Oct. 3  NEPA implementation, challenges, track record and climate change: Is 
NEPA a success story? How is NEPA responding to climate change considerations? 
Assessing the complicated legacy of this simplest of 





including the regulatory compliance & human health costs, the CAA statutory language, 
and environmental policy goals re NAAQs for ozone & particulate matter. 
 
 Reading: Environmental Law Stories: The Story of American Trucking: The 
 Blockbuster Case that Misfired



 
 Reading: Salzman, ch. 9, pp. 231-247. 
 
VII. Climate change 
 
Dec. 5  U.S. and climate change – The 2015 UN Paris Climate Change 
Agreement, 2018 National Climate Assessment report & the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change scientific assessments, continued discussion of Trump executive order. 
What is the current status?   
 

Reading: “No, The Paris Agreement Isn’t Binding. Here’s Why That Doesn’t 
Matter” (ThinkProgress, Dec. 14, 2015); Robinson Meyer, “A Reader’s Guide to 
the Paris Agreement” (The Atlantic, Dec. 16, 2015); Camila Domonoshe, “So 
What Exactly is in the Paris Climate Accord?” (NPR, June 1, 2017); Jon 
Greenberg, “Fact-checking Donald Trump’s statement withdrawing from the 
Paris climate agreement” (Politifact, June 1, 2017) 
 


