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Introduction to Comparative Politics

Professor Meguid

Office: 306 Harkness Hall

Phone Number: 275-2338

Email: bonnie.meguid@rochester.edu

Office Hours: Tuesdays 1-3pm or by appointment

Teaching Assistant:

MaryClare Roche, maryclare.roche@gmail.com, Harkness 336, office hours: Monday 3:30-5pm

Course Description
This course will introduce students to comparative politics —
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Readings

In this course, we will read a combination of books, book chapters and journal articles.
The books are available for purchase at the Bookstore or, alternatively, are on reserve at Rush
Rhees Library. Journal articles and chapters in edited volumes are accessible through the
Library’s electronic reserves on Blackboard.

Texts available for purchase at the Bookstore (but you can buy them from any source)

Allen, William Sheridan. The Nazi Seizure of Power. New York: Watts, 1984. (DO NOT
PURCHASE EARLIER VERSIONS)



https://www.rochester.edu/college/honesty/index.html
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September 6 and 8: What is Democracy?

Terry L. Karl and Philippe Schmitter, “What Democracy Is...and Is Not,” in Larry Diamond and
Marc Plattner, eds, The Global Resurgence of Democracy, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 1996.
49-62.

Larry Diamond, “Three Paradoxes of Democracy,” in Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner, eds,
The Global Resurgence of Democracy, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 1996. 111-123.

September 11, 13 and 15: How does Democracy Come About? Theories of Democratization

Daniel Lerner, The Passing of Traditional Society, Glencoe, IL: The Free Press, 1958. Chapter 1.

Seymour Martin Lipset, Political Man, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 1981. Chapter 2.

Samuel Huntington, “Democracy’s Third Wave,” in Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner, eds, The
Global Resurgence of Democracy, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 1996. 3-25.

S.M. Lipset, “George Washington and the Founding of Democracy,” Journal of Democracy,
9.4(1998): 24-38.

Elisabeth Jean Wood, Forging Democracy from Below, Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2000. 3-22.

September 18 and 20: Democracy and Democratization: Cases

Elisabeth Jean Wood, Forging Democracy from Below, Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2000. 25-
144, 150-208.

September 25 and 27: Ethnicity and Ethnic Conflict: Theories

Harold Isaacs, “Basic Group Identity: The Idols of the Tribe,” in Nathan Glazar and Daniel P.
Moynihan, eds, Ethnicity: Theory and Experience, Cambridge: Harvard UP, 1975. 29-52.

Posner, Daniel, “The Political Salience of Cultural Difference: Why Chewas and Tumbukas Are
Allies in Zambia and Adversaries in Malawi,” American Political Science Review, 98.4 (2004):
529-545.

Hugh Trevor-Roper, “The Invention of Tradition: The Highland Tradition of Scotland,” in Eric
Hobsbawm and Terence Ranger, eds, The Invention of Tradition, Cambridge: Cambridge UP,
1990. 15-41.
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October 2 and 4: Ethnic Conflict: The Case of Yugoslavia

Mihailo Crnobrnja, The Yugoslav Drama, Montreal: McGill-Queen’s UP, 1996. 15-
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Juan Linz, “The Virtues of Parliamentarism,” in Diamond and Plattner (eds), The Global
Resurgence of Democracy, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 1996. 154-161.

Donald Horowitz, “Comparing Democratic Systems,” in Diamond and Plattner (eds), The Global
Resurgence of Democracy, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 1996. 143-149

S.E. Lipset, “The Centrality of Political Culture,” in Diamond and Plattner (eds), The Global
Resurgence of Democracy, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 1996. 150-153.

Jeffrey Archer, First Among Equals. New York: Harper Paperbacks, 1984. Chapters 1-10.

November 13 and 15: Do Institutions Matter? Electoral Systems

Arend Lijphart, “Constitutional Choices for New Democracies,” in Diamond and Plattner (eds),
The Global Resurgence of Democracy, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 1996. 162-174.

Guy Lardeyat, “The Problem with PR,” in Diamond and Plattner (eds), The Global Resurgence
of Democracy, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 1996. 175-180

Quentin Quade, “PR and Democratic Statecraft,” in Diamond and Plattner (eds), The Global
Resurgence of Democracy, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 1996. 181-186

Scott Mainwaring, “Presidentialism, Multipartism and Democracy,” Comparative Political
Studies, 26.2(1993): 198-228.

Arend Lijphart, “Reforming the House: Three Moderately Radical Proposals,” P.S.: Political
Science and Politics, 31.1(1998): 10-13.

November 20
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