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Academic positions 

1992– University of Rochester.  Professor of Political Science and History, 2015–.  Associate 

   Professor of Political Science and History, 1998–2015.  James P. Wilmot  

   Assistant Professor, 1996–98.  Assistant Professor, 1994–96.  Instructor, 1992– 

   94. 

2022–23 University of Rochester.  Co-Chair, Department of Political Science. 

2017–18 University of Rochester.  Chair, Department of Political Science. 

1999–2011 University of Rochester.  Chair, Department of Political Science. 

1996–97 Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars.  Fellow. 

 

Education 

Ph.D. 1994 Harvard, History and Political Science. 

A.B. 1986 Harvard, Government, summa cum laude. 

 

Research awards and fellowships 

Best Journal Article Award (State Politics and Policy Section of the American Political Science  

Association), for the best article in U.S. state politics or policy published in 2021.  For “Life, 

Literacy, and the Pursuit of Prosperity: Party Competition and Policy Outcomes in 50 States” 

(with Thad Kousser). 

Best APSA Paper Award (State Politics and Policy Section of the American Political Science  

 Association), for the best paper presented on state politics and policy at the 2013 annual 

 meeting of the American Political Science Association.  For “Contingent Partisanship: When  

 Party Labels Matter—and When They Don’t—in the Distribution of Pork in American State 

 Legislatures” (with Thad Kousser). 

State Politics & Policy Quarterly Best Paper Award (State Politics and Policy Section of the  

 American Political Science Association), for the best paper presented on state politics at any  

 conference in 2007.  For “Diversity and the Breakdown of Deference: Evidence from District  

 Bills in State Legislatures” (with Thad Kousser). 

Best APSA Paper Award (State Politics and Policy Section of the American Political Science  

 Association), for the best paper presented on state politics and policy at the 2006 annual  

 meeting of the American Political Science Association.  For “Localism and Factionalism in  

 American State Legislatures” (with Thad Kousser). 

Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, invited in 2001 for future fellowship. 

Tuttleman Foundation Book Award (Gratz College), 2001, for “the outstanding book on Jewish life 

 in contemporary America.”  For Urban Exodus. 

Robert Park Award (American Sociological Association), 2000, for “the best book in community  

 and urban sociology.”  For Urban Exodus. 



Fellow (by election), Massachusetts Historical Society, 1999– . 

Lilly Foundation, 1998–2002, research grant (with Robert D. Putnam). 

National Science Foundation, 1997–2001, research grant (with Nancy Burns). 

James P. Wilmot Assistant Professorship, University of Rochester, 1996–99. 

Fellow, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, 1996–97. 

Pew Charitable Trusts, 1995–96, research grant (with Robert D. Putnam). 

Urban Politics Dissertation Award (American Political Science Association), 1995, for “the best  

 dissertation in urban politics.” 

Toppan Prize (Harvard University), 1994, for “the best essay or dissertation upon a subject of 

 political science.” 

Irish Research Fund of the Irish American Cultural Institute, 1992, research grant. 

Mellon Dissertation Fellowship, 1991–92. 

National Science Foundation Graduate Fellowship, 1986–89. 

Thomas T. Hoopes Prize (Harvard College), 1986, for senior honors thesis. 

Philo Sherman Bennett Prize (Harvard College), 1986, for senior honors thesis. 

 

University awards 

Honorary member, Keidaeans (University of Rochester), undergraduate honor society, 2016–2017. 

Garnish Memorial Citation (University of Rochester), presented annually to “an alumnus, faculty  

 member, or staff member for longstanding contributions and service to the Department of  

 Athletics and Recreation,” 2010. 

Keynote speaker, National Society of Collegiate Scholars (University of Rochester), undergraduate 

 honor society, 2005. 

Honorary member and keynote speaker, Golden Key (University of Rochester), undergraduate  

 honor society, 2004. 

Honorary member, Keidaeans (University of Rochester), undergraduate honor society, 2001–2002. 

Goergen Award (University of Rochester), 1998, for “distinguished achievement and artistry in 





 2001). 

With Steven S. Smith.  “Last among Equals: The Senate’s Presiding Officer,” in Burdett A.  

 Loomis, ed., Esteemed Colleagues: Civility and Deliberation in the U.S. Senate (Washington:  

 Brookings, 2000). 

With Robert D. Putnam.  “The Growth of Voluntary Associations in America, 1840–1940,” 

 Journal of Interdisciplinary History 29 (1999), 511–557.  Reprinted in Robert I. Rotberg, ed., 

 Patterns of Social Capital: Stability and Change in Historical Perspective (Cambridge: 

 Cambridge University Press, 2001). 

With Scott Allard and Nancy Burns.  “Representing Urban Interests: The Local Politics of State 

 Legislatures,” Studies in American Political Development 12 (1998), 267–302. 

With Renée M. Smith.  “Presidents, Parties, and the Public: Evolving Patterns of Interaction, 

 1877–1929,” in Richard J. Ellis, ed., Speaking to the People: The Rhetorical Presidency in  

 Historical Perspective (Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1998). 

“Buried Treasure: Theory and Historical Data,” The Political Methodologist 8:1 (Fall 1997), 8– 

 11. 

With Nancy Burns.  “Creatures of the State: State Politics and Local Government, 1871–1921,” 

 Urban Affairs Review 33 (1997), 59–96. 



1998  Mary Parker Follett article award committee, Politics and History Section, American  

   Political Science Association. 

 

Departmental activities, Department of Political Science, University of Rochester (1992– ) 

1992– Undergraduate adviser. 

2012– Coordinator of communication and outreach (including department website, social  

   media





 


	Research awards and fellowships
	University awards
	Outcomes in 50 States,” American Political Science Review 115 (2021), 1442–63.
	With Steven S. Smith.  “The Dynamics of Party Government in Congress,” in Lawrence C. Dodd,
	Bruce I. Oppenheimer, and C. Lawrence Evans, eds., Congress Reconsidered, 12th ed.
	(Washington: Sage, 2021).
	and Bruce I. Oppenheimer, eds., Congress Reconsidered, 11th ed. (Washington: Sage,
	2017).
	With Thad Kousser.  “No Strength in Numbers: The Failure of Big-City Bills in American State
	and Bruce I. Oppenheimer, eds., Congress Reconsidered, 10th ed. (Washington: CQ Press,
	With Steven S. Smith.  “The Dynamics of Party Government in Congress,” in Lawrence C. Dodd
	and Bruce I. Oppenheimer, eds., Congress Reconsidered, 9th ed. (Washington: CQ Press,
	2009).
	With Steven S. Smith.  “The Dynamics of Party Government in Congress,” in Lawrence C. Dodd
	and Bruce I. Oppenheimer, eds., Congress Reconsidered, 8th ed. (Washington: CQ Press,
	2005).
	With John Huber.  “Legislatures as Political Institutions: Beyond the Contemporary Congress,” in
	Ira Katznelson and Helen V. Milner, eds., Political Science: The State of the Discipline
	(New York and Washington: W. W. Norton and American Political Science Association,
	2002).
	With Robert D. Putnam.  “The Growth of Voluntary Associations in America, 1840–1940,”
	Professional activities


