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When | was just about to come to Rochester, |
checked the Web sites for the University, the Skalny
Center for Polish and Central European Studies, and
the City of Rochester as well. And | came to the con-
clusion that | would not find any wonder when |
arrived. | felt Rochester was a typical post-indus-
trial American city, with typical problems of crime
and not-so-sustainable development. The University
of Rochester seemed to be a very good university,
but not the ultimate top of American universities. It
would be a good place to go, to conduct research,
but rather not the place of any wonder.

I was very wrong. Here | found my own per-
sonal seven wonders that make my Rochester a won-
derful dream. For others, these are good reasons to
come to Rochester.

1. The Lake. | heard about Lake Ontario a lot. Some
of my friends described it as a big lake, even a very
big one, with some very nice beaches. | came far too
late to enjoy swimming and sun-bathing, but just
walking on the shore was a relaxing experience. At
the end of my stay in Rochester, when the tempera-
ture dropped below freezing, | went to Ontario Beach
again and walked the pier. As you can see from this
picture—the lake just looked awesome. Ice-covered
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For all immigrants to the United States, the dis-
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