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For me personally, it was a delightful surprise. I

was humbled when receiving the Cavalier Cross of

Merit with a document signed by the President of

Poland, Aleksander Kwasniewski. Having left Poland

in the middle of the communist period when the co-

operation with Polish diplomats would not have been

welcomed by most of my friends as “collaboration”

(in Polish “kolaboracja,” which indicates a treacher-

ous alliance with the enemy), it was also a happy sign

of the final victory of democracy and normalization

in the relationship between Polish citizens and their

government.

At the end of the academic year, the new Con-

sul General from New York, Krzysztof Kasprzyk, vis-

i t e d  w i t h  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  R o c h e s t e r  P r e s i d e n t  J o e l

Seligman. Consul Kasprzyk talked about the many

important links between his hometown, Kraków, and

Rochester. An alumnus of Jagiellonian University (MS

in physics, 1971), he invited the UR president to visit

his hometown and his alma mater. Now we are hop-

ing to strengthen the alliance and exchange visits by

the leaders of the universities, which will follow al-

ready established scholarly collaborations and stu-

dent and faculty exchanges. We hope that after this

anticipated visit, a new stage of even closer coopera-

tion between our universities will follow.

Our academic collaborations significantly ex-

panded this past year to include a Jagiellonian doc-

toral student, Magda Modrzejewska, hosted by the

C e n t e r  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e .

Magda first met our UR delegation and spoke with

t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  d e p a r t m e n t ,

Gerald Gamm, when we visited Kraków in March

2.32. She works on American political theory and

James Johnson, a professor on the Rochester faculty,

kindly agreed to meet with her regularly and to talk

about her research and writing progress.

Magda’s visit was supported by a Japanese grant

given to the best Jagiellonian graduate students. An-

other doctoral student, Luiza Nader from Warsaw

University’s Art History Department, also visited to

study Polish conceptual artists—many of whom emi-

grated to New York City. Luiza’s arrival was made

possible by a Fulbright fellowship and an invitationby art history professor Rachel Haidu. Luiza’s musi-
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When I was just about to come to Rochester, I
checked the Web sites for the University, the Skalny
Center for Polish and Central European Studies, and
the City of Rochester as well. And I came to the con-
clusion that I would not find any wonder when I
arrived. I felt Rochester was a typical post-indus-
trial American city, with typical problems of crime
and not-so-sustainable development. The University
of Rochester seemed to be a very good university,
but not the ultimate top of American universities. It
would be a good place to go, to conduct research,
but rather not the place of any wonder.

I was very wrong. Here I found my own per-
sonal seven wonders that make my Rochester a won-
derful dream. For others, these are good reasons to
come to Rochester.
1. The Lake. I heard about Lake Ontario a lot. Some
of my friends described it as a big lake, even a very
big one, with some very nice beaches. I came far too
late to enjoy swimming and sun-bathing, but just
walking on the shore was a relaxing experience. At
the end of my stay in Rochester, when the tempera-
ture dropped below freezing, I went to Ontario Beach
again and walked the pier. As you can see from this
picture—the lake just looked awesome. Ice-covered
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Compiling the Brzustowicz Polish-American Collection

For all immigrants to the United States, the dis-
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I t  w a s  a  b e a u t i f u l ,  s u n n y  a f t e r n o o n  o f  S u n d a y , May 7, when the Polish community of Rochester gath-

e r e d  t o  l i s t e n  t o  m u s i c  p l a y e d  b y  P o l i s h  y o u t h  a t  t h e

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  R o c h e s t e r .  T h i s  a n n u a l  s h o w c a s e  o f

y o u n g  m u s i c i a n s  o f  P o l i s h  d e s c e n t  w a s  a g a i n  o r g a -

n i z e d  b y  t h e  S k a l n y  C e n t e r  f o r  P o l i s h  a n d  C e n t r a l  E u -

r o p e a n  S t u d i e s  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f

R o c h e s t e r  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M u s i c  a n d  t h e  P o l i s h  H e r i -

tage Society of Rochester. Now in its 13th year, thec o n c e r t  i s  t h r i v i n g .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  p l a y e r s  w a s  a

r e c o r d  h i g h  a n d  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e s  w a s

e x c e l l e n t . T h e  o r g a n i z e r s  e x p r e s s  d e e p  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  a r t i s - t i c  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  c o n c e r t ,  M s .  S a b i n a  S l e p e c k i ,  f i r s t

v i o l i n i s t  w i t h  t h e  R o c h e s t e r  P h i l h a r m o n i c  O r c h e s t r a

a n d  a  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r  a t  t h e  H o c h s t e i n  S c h o o l  o f

M u s i c ,  w h o  a g a i n  a c t e d  a s  a  m a s t e r  o f  c e r e m o n y  w i t h
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