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XLII RSPS – ROCHESTER SYMPOSIUM FOR PHYSICS, ASTRONOMY AND OPTICS STUDENTS 

SPS ZONE 2 REGIONAL MEETING 
 

PROGRAM 
 
 
8:00 AM – 8:30 AM:  REGISTRATION AND POSTER SETUP (B&L LOBBY) 
 
8:30 AM: WELCOME: KELLY DOUGLASS, UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER (B&L 109) 
 
9:00 AM – 10:00 AM: SESSION IA.  NUCLEAR AND PARTICLE PHYSICS (B&L 109) 
 
SESSION CHAIR: PROF. MARK YULY, HOUGHTON UNIVERSITY 
 

9:00 AM Design and Simulation of Strong-focusing Pole Tips 
for the Houghton University Cyclotron 
Andrew Hotchkiss, Houghton University 

9:15 AM A Parity Violation Transmission Experiment for 
Undergraduate Laboratories 
Levi Kennel, Houghton University 

9:30 AM The Effects of Radiation Escape on Accuracy and 
Precision in Isotopic Composition Determination of 
Uranium and Plutonium Samples with Decay Energy 
Spectroscopy 
Timothy Ockrin, Houghton University 

 
 
9:00 AM – 10:00 AM:  SESSION IB. ASTRONOMY AND ASTROPHYSICS (B&L 106) 
 
SESSION CHAIR: PROF. SHETH NYIBULE, UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER 
 

9:00 AM Simulation-Based Optimization of IceCube-Gen2 
Modules for Enhanced Sensitivity to Neutrinos from 
Galactic Core-Collapse Supernovae 
Waly M Z Karim, University of Rochester 

9:15 AM SGA Galaxy Morphology Classifier 
Julia Largett, University of Rochester 

9:30 AM Searching for Strong Gravitational Lenses in DESI 
Spectra 
Delaney Cummins, University of Rochester 
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2:00 PM – 2:45 PM:  SESSION IVA.  INSTRUMENTAL / EXPERIMENTAL TECHNIQUES (B&L 
109) 
 
SESSION CHAIR: PROF. KRISTEN REPA, SUNY BROCKPORT 
 

   2:00 PM 


