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will be prosecuted” “means merely that, if one tres-
passes, he will be prosecuted” (1959: 00), which
reduces the analysis of the apparent kind reference
(trespassers) to an indefinite in a conditional. How-
ever, Moore (1944), in response to Russell’s theory of
descriptions, cites examples like “The triangle is a
figure to which Euclid devoted a great deal of atten-
tion” and “The lion is the king of beasts,” both of
which convincingly resist implicit quantificational or
conditional analyses.

The most convincing evidence for kind reference in
the semantics stems from predicate positions that
select for something other than individuals and plur-
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Abstract:

Generic reference is typically understood making reference to kinds of things, as when we talk about “the lion” as a
species and not as an individual lion. In English, and in many other languages, this can be accomplished in a variety
of ways making use of the definite and indefinite articles and determinerless expressions, and by other means. One
theoretical question is whether there is truly kind reference, or whether any apparent kind reference can be reduced
to quantification over individuals. The existence of kind-level predicates strongly motivates generic reference, leaving
open the question of which contexts allow for true reference to kinds.
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