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CURRENT AY2024-25 DMST 501 SEMINAR SYLLABUS  
MELIORADIGITAL & INTERDISCIPLINARY FELLOWS (Bios/contact) 

 
DMST 501 Mel D&I Seminar 

Fall 2024 
 
Time: Tuesdays 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM 
Location: Humanities Center, Conference Room C (#211) 
Credits: 1 
Instructor: Joanne Bernardi, Professor, MLC/VCS (Latt 409), joanne.bernardi@rochester.edu 
Instructor office hours: By appointment 
Course Details: The class is 1.5 hours long and generally centered on discussion. 
 
SCHEDULE 
Week 1 Aug. 27: No class 
 
Week 2 Sept. 3: Intro to program logistics, seminar overview (J. Bernardi, J. Gilardoni)  
 
Week 3 Sept. 10: 2nd-year projects - V. Taormina, G. Tapia, D. Garcia, D. Palmer, Q&A  
 
Week 4 Sept. 17: Q&A cont.; 1st-year projects - L. Berlin, R. Saneaikia, Q&A 
 
Week 5 Sept. 24: 1st-year projects - J. Baron, B. Fleming, Q&A 
 
Week 6 Oct. 1: Seminar curriculum discussion 
 
Week 7 Oct. 8: Discussion, “Socio-Technical Assemblages for Tumultuous Times,” Shannon 

Mattern, DH2024 Closing Keynote presentation 
 
Week 8 Oct. 15: FALL BREAK - NO CLASS 
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WORKING DRAFT 
DMST501 Mel D&I Seminar 

Spring 2025 
 
SCHEDULE 
 
Week 1 Jan. 21 Sarah Siddiqui (UR Data Team), Python I workshop, Carlson Library, 1st FL 
 
Week 2 Jan. 28 Sarah Siddiqui (UR Data Team), Python II workshop, Carlson Library 1st Floor 
 
Week 3 Feb. 4 Prof. Jonathan Herrington (Health, Humanities & Bioethics), AI Ethics & 

Society 
 
Week 4 Feb. 11 Tim Peterson (MAG), Ann & Irving Norry Curator of Contemporary Art, 

technology in contemporary art curation/exhibitions (including media, film) 
 
Week 5 Feb. 18 Prof. Joyce McDonough, Dept of Linguistics. Documenting speech. This is not a 

tutorial so please prepare accordingly by watching YouTube tutorials beforehand. Be sure 
to have specific questions about the speech you're looking at in hand during class. There 
will be a pre-assignment. 

 
Week 6 Feb. 25 Prof. Patrick Sullivan, Topic TBA (tentative date) 
 
Week 7 Mar. 4 - Prof. Maya Abtahian-date to be confirmed  
 
Week 8 Mar. 11 – NO CLASS / SPRING BREAK 
 
Week 9 Mar. 18 - Dr. Clair Kronk, Assistant Professor, Icahn School of Medicine, Mt. 

Sinai. Ontology creation and representation of underrepresented groups in healthcare, 
with a particular focus on LGBTQIA+ persons, culminating in the creation of the 
gender, sex, and sexual orientation (GSSO) ontology. Dr. Kronk can also address the 
NSF grant process and opportunities for involvement in small data projects. 
 

Week 10 Mar. 25 – Blair Tinker 
 
Week 11 April 1 (TBA: Reading: Opalich, Gorman, Ullrich, Zawacki, “A Tale of Three 

Disciplines: Considering the (Digital) Future of the Mid-doc Fellowship in Graduate 
Programs,” in Digital Futures of Graduate Study in the Humanities, Minnesota: 2024.; 
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Spring 2025 confirmed guest lecturers: 
● Sarah Siddiqui, Reproducibility Librarian at the University of Rochester (UR Data 

Team). Topic: Python Workshops, I & II. Carlson Library, 1st Fl. (Jan. 21, 28) 
● Prof. Jonathan Herrington (UR) Assistant Professor, Dept. of Health, Humanities, and 

Bioethics, Faculty Affiliate, Goergen Institute for Data Science. Topic: AI Ethics and 
Society (Feb 4) 

● Timothy Peterson, inaugural Ann & Irving Norry Curator of Contemporary Art, MAG 
(Feb 11). Topic: Contemporary art exhibition & curation, has installed everything 
from monitors to videos, to looping 16mm film projectors, along with QR codes, etc. 

● Prof. Joyce McDonough, Linguistics. Topic:
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communities. Rebecca also currently serves as a Research Assistant for a project aimed at enhancing 
shared decision-making processes among older adults. Fall 2024 cohort. (becca.sanaeikia@rochester.edu) 
 
Victoria Taormina is a PhD candidate in the Visual and Cultural Studies program. Her research interests 
include American popular culture, ethnic whiteness, and theories of antiblackness. Her dissertation 
examines the relationship between Italian colonialism in Africa and Italian immigrant identity in America 
during the early twentieth century. With the support of the fellowship, she is creating a digital exhibition 
of her dissertation materials through the Omeka S platform. Fall 2023 cohort. 
(vtaormin@ur.rochester.edu) 
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