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PERSONAL 

 

Born 6 September 1950, Austin, Minnesota. 

Married (Shamra Westbrook); three children; two grandchildren. 

 

 

EDUCATION 

 

Stanford University, Stanford, California, Ph.D., History, 1981. 

 

Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut, B.A., 1972, summa cum laude and honors with exceptional distinction 

in history. 

 

 

TEACHING AND RESEARCH FIELDS 

 

Modern American history (1865-Present), American and European cultural and intellectual history (1600-

Present). 

 

 

FACULTY POSITIONS 

 

Joseph F. Cunningham Professor of History Emeritus, University of Rochester, 2021- 

 

Joseph F. Cunningham Professor of History, University of Rochester, 2011-2020. 

 

Professor of History, University of Rochester, 1995-2011. 

 

Associate Professor of History, University of Rochester, 1991-1995. 

 

Assistant Professor of History, University of Rochester, 1986-1991. 

 

Assistant Professor of American Studies and History, Yale University, 1980-1986.  
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American Thought, 1600-1865 

American Thought, 1865-1990 

Twentieth-Century European Thought 

Cultural History of the United States, 1790-1890 

Cultural History of the United States, 1890-1990 

America and World War II 

America and the Holocaust 

Topics in Nineteenth-Century American Cultural History 

Topics in Twentieth-Century American Cultural History 

History as Social Criticism 

Global America, 1865-Present 

Global Detection 

American Culture in the Great Depression and World War II 

Modernity and Modernism: Selected Topics (Liberalism; Nietzsche and His Children; French Lessons; Weimar 

Culture; God after the Death of God) 

Cultural History and Its Critics 

Music-Made America: Bruce Springsteen 

American Movies in Their Time: The Golden Age (1930-46) 

American Movies in Their Time: The Silver Age (1968-80) 

 

For a listing of the thirty doctoral dissertations I have advised, see  

https://cascade.its.rochester.edu:8443/renderfile/ffa426298097df1901f7b41b99b2b188/faculty/westbrook_robert/

assets/pdf/PhD%20Students%201992-2014.pdf 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Books: 

 

Democratic Hope: Pragmatism and the Politics of Truth (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2005). 

 

Why We Fought: Forging American Obligations in World War II (Washington: Smithsonian Institution Press, 

2004). 

 

John Dewey and American Democracy (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1991). Chinese translation, 2009; 

Italian translation 2010. 

 

 

Books (Edited): 
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https://cascade.its.rochester.edu:8443/renderfile/ffa426298097df1901f7b41b99b2b188/faculty/westbrook_robert/assets/pdf/PhD%20Students%201992-2014.pdf
https://cascade.its.rochester.edu:8443/renderfile/ffa426298097df1901f7b41b99b2b188/faculty/westbrook_robert/assets/pdf/PhD%20Students%201992-2014.pdf
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Christopher Lasch: Letters (editor). 

 

Articles: 
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"The Liberal Agony," Christian Century (20 September 2011): 22-31. 
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"Public Schooling and American Democracy" in Roger Soder, ed., Democracy, Education, and Schooling (San 

Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1995), pp. 125-150. (Revised and reprinted in Democratic Hope.) 

 

"In Retrospect: Christopher Lasch, The New Radicalism, and the Vocation of Intellectuals," Reviews in American 

History 23 (1995): 176-191. 

 

"On the Private Life of a Public Philosopher: John Dewey in Love," Teachers College Record 96 (1994): 183-

197. (Revised and reprinted in Democratic Hope.) 

 

"Profiles: John Dewey," Prospects (UNESCO Quarterly Review of Education) 23 (1993): 277-291. 

"Doing Dewey: An Autobiographical Fragment," Transactions of the Charles S. Peirce Society 29 (1993): 493-

511.291.



Westbrook/CV 6 
 
 

"Politics as Consumption: Managing the Modern American Election" in Richard Wightman Fox and T.J. Jackson 

Lears, eds., The Culture of Consumption: Critical Essays in American History (New York: Pantheon, 1983), pp. 

143-163. 

"Tribune of the Technostructure: The Popular Economics of Stuart Chase," American Quarterly 32 (1980): 

387-408. 

 

"C. Vann Woodward: The Southerner as Liberal Realist," South Atlantic Quarterly 77 (1978): 54-71.  

 

"Social Criticism and the Heavenly City of Jonathan Edwards," Soundings 59 (1976): 396-412. 

 

 

Reference Articles: 

 

"Democracy" in Michael Kazin, ed., The Princeton Encyclopedia of American Political History (Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 2009). 

 

"The Pragmatist Family Romance" in Cheryl Misak, ed., The Oxford Handbook of American Philosophy (Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2008). 

 

"Liberal Democracy" in Joseph Margolis and John Shook, eds., A Companion to Pragmatism (Oxford: Blackwell, 

2006). 

 

"John Dewey" in The Oxford Companion to American History, ed. Paul Boyer (New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2001). 

 



Westbrook/CV 7 
 
 

History 43 (2015): 1-13. 

 

"Veep" (Peter Baker, Days of Fire: Bush and Cheney in the White House), Christian Century (10 December 

2014): 48-49. 

 

"Saying No" (Bruce Dancis, 
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Democratic Temperament: The Legacy of William James by Joshua Miller, American Historical Review 103 

(1998): 1337-1338. 

 

The War in American Culture: Society and Consciousness During World War II by Lewis Erenberg and Susan 

Hirsch, eds., The Historian 61 (1999): 

 

Redeeming Culture: American Religion in an Age of Science by James Gilbert, In These Times (23 November 

1997): 31-33. 

 

Science, Jews, and Secular Culture by David Hollinger, Science 275 (7 February 1997): 787-788. 

 

Democracy's Discontent by Michael Sandel, In These Times (15 April 1996): 24-26. 

 

Coming of Age by Studs Terkel, In These Times (27 November-10 December 1995): 30-31. 

 

The Promise of Pragmatism by John P. Diggins, Journal of American History 82 (1995): 170-171. 

 

The Masterless: Self and Society in Modern America by Wilfred M. McClay, American Historical Review 100 

(1995): 597-98. 

 

The Chicago Pragmatists and American Progressivism by Andrew Feffer, History of Education Quarterly 34 

(1994): 377-378. 

 

Censored War: American Visual Experience During World War Two by George H. Roeder, Jr., Journal of 

American History 81 (1994): 787-788. 

 

Icons of Democracy by Bruce Miroff, American Historical Review 99 (1994): 965-966. 

 

Intellect and Public Life by Thomas Bender, Journal of American History 80 (1994): 1497-1498. 

 

Double Agent: The Critic and Society by Morris Dickstein, American Historical Review 98 (1993): 1695. 

 

Charles Sanders Peirce: A Life by Joseph Brent, Science 261 (16 July 1993): 368-369. 

 

Pretty Bubbles in the Air: America in 1919 by William D. Miller, The Historian 55 (1993): 591-592. 

 

The Community Reconstructs: The Meaning of Pragmatic Social Thought by James Campbell, Transactions of 

the Charles S. Peirce Society 29 (1993): 259-264. 

 

The Origins of American Social Science by Dorothy Ross, Journal of American History 79 (1992): 613-615. 

 

Lewis Mumford: A Life by Donald L. Miller, Journal of American History, 77 (1990): 716. 

 

Hollywood Goes to War by Clayton
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No Place of Grace by Jackson Lears, American Studies at Yale 1 (1982): 5-6.  

 

The League for Industrial Democracy: A Documentary History by Bernard Johnpoll and Mark Yerburgh, eds., 

International Labor and Working

https://urresearch.rochester.edu/researcher?ac-tion=viewResearcher-Page-&researcherId=29
http://centerwest.org/home-grown-historians
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"Isolationism Reconsidered," Alumni Lecture, Department of History, SUNY-Geneseo, Geneseo NY, 16 April 

2011. 

 

"Roundtable Discussion: New Histories of American Philosophy: International and Interdisciplinary 

Perspectives," Annual Meeting, American Historical Association, Boston, 6 January 2011. 

 

"Intellectuals and Their Publics" (Comment on papers by Erik Greenberg, David Hecht, and Benjamin Wurgaft), 

Third Annual U.S. Intellectual History Conference, 21 October 2010, CUNY Graduate Center, New York. 

 

"A Tale of Two Dicks," Conference on "Confines of Democracy: The Social Philosophy of Richard Bernstein," 

18 May 2010, Universidad de Castilla-La Mancha, Toledo, Spain. Also John P. Diggins Memorial Lecture, 

CUNY-Graduate Center, New York, 29 March 2012. 

 

"Nietzsche Americanized," First Book Program, Humanities Center, University of Wisconsin, Madison, 

Wisconsin, 1 March 2010. 

 

"Dewey's Ethics," Department of Philosophy, Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas, 12 November 

2009. 

 

"Pragmatism and Tragedy," Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Boston, 30 August 

2008. 

 

"Historical Assessments of Wilson and Roosevelt" (Comment on papers by Elizabeth Borgwardt and Edward 

Widmer), Conference on "The Liberal Foreign Policy Tradition," Woodrow Wilson Center, Washington DC, 10 

January 2008. 

 

"Pragmatism and War," Public Issues Forum, Greater Philadelphia Philosophy Consortium, Free Library of 
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"On the Private Parts of a Public Philosopher: John Dewey in Love," Symposium on "Philosophical Lives," 

Greater Philadelphia Philosophy Consortium, Swarthmore College, 2 April 1994. 

 

"The Magic Kingdom: Disney and Modern America" (Commentary on paper by Steven Watts), Annual Meeting 

of the Organization of American Historians, Anaheim, 17 April 1993. 

 

"Pragmatism and the Politics of Culture," Eighth Annual Comparative Literature Symposium, University of Tulsa, 

Tulsa, Oklahoma, 26 March 1993. 

 

"Doing Dewey," Annual Meeting of the Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy, Nashville, 

Tennessee, 6 March 1993. 

 

"Pragmatism Old and New," Annual Meeting of the American Studies Association, Costa Mesa, California, 8 

November 1992 (also John F. Kennedy Institute, Free University, Berlin, 17 December 1992). 

 

"The Future of Urban America," Homecoming 1992 Panel Discussion, University of Rochester, 26 September 

1992. 

 

"An Interview with Robert Westbrook," Insights (John Dewey Society) 28 (July 1992): 7-15. 

 

"Constructions of Patriotism and Citizenship during the 'Good War'" (Commentary on papers by Jennifer Frost, 

Laura McEnaney, and Leisa Meyer), Annual Meeting of the Organization of American Historians, Chicago, 3 

April 1992. 

 

"Schools for Industrial Democrats: The Social Origins of John Dewey's Philosophy of Education," Northeast 

Missouri State University, 27 February 1992. Also Benton Center for Curriculum and Instruction, Department of 

Education, University of Chicago, 6 May 1992. 

 

"Language, Citizenship, and Obligation: Individuals, Corporations, and the State in 20th Century United States" 

(Commentary on papers by JoAnne Brown, Elizabeth Fones-Wolf, and Charles McGovern), Annual Meeting of 

the American Studies Association, Baltimore, 3 November 1991. 

 

"Why We Fought: Private Interests and Political Obligation in World War II," Conference on the American 

Home Front During World War II, Indiana Univer-sity, Bloomington, Indiana, 20 October 1991. 

 

"John Dewey and American Democracy," MacArthur Center on Culture and Conflict, Indiana University, 

Bloomington, Indiana, 21 October 1991. 

 

"John Dewey and American Democracy" (Radio Interview), Wisconsin Public Radio, 11 July 1991. 

 

"Pinups During War Subject of Study" (Interview), Democrat and Chronicle (Rochester), 14 April 1991. 

 

"The Phantom Public: John Dewey's Political Philosophy," Columbia Seminar on Social and Political Thought, 

Columbia University, 14 March 1991. Also State University of New York at Buffalo, 3 February 1992; Bryn 

Mawr College, 22 April 1994. 

 

"Lewis Mumford as Historian" (Commentary on papers by Casey Blake, Robert Casillo, and Rosalind Williams), 

Annual Meeting of the American Historical Association, New York, 28 December 1990. 
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"Pictures without Publics: Photography and Politics in the Sixties," Keynote Lecture at Conference on "Photo-

graphy, Culture and Society in the 1960s: The Transformations of a Medium," International Museum of 

Photography at George Eastman House, Rochester, 14 November 1990. 

 

"Sixties Photography" (Radio Interview), WXXI Radio, Rochester, 7 November 1990. 

 

"The Dilemmas of Recent American Liberalism" (Commentary on papers by E.J. Dionne and Fred Siegel), 

Annual Meeting of the Organization of American Historians, St. Louis, 8 April 1989. 

 

"Fighting for the Family: Private Interests and Political Obligation in World War II," Annual Meeting of the 

Organization of American Historians, St. Louis, 7 April 1989. Also Department of History, University of Cali-

fornia-Irvine, 13 January 1992; Symposium on Women, Work, and Family in World War II, SUNY-Brockport, 

11 April 1992. 

 

"Eugene Higgins and the Art of The Masses," Memorial Art Gallery, Rochester, 21 March 1989. 

 

"'I Want a Girl, Just Like the Girl That Married Harry James': American Women and the Problem of Political 

Obligation in World War II," Annual Meeting of the American Historical Association, Cincinnati, 30 December 

1988. Also Colgate University, 27 April 1989. 

 

"Why We Fight: Norman Rockwell and the Problem of Political Obligation in World War II," Charles Warren 

Center, Harvard University, 16 December 1987. Also History Forum, University of Rochester, 22 April 1987; 

State University of New York-Brockport, 23 February 1988). 

 

"Lewis Mumford, John Dewey, and the 'Pragmatic Acquiescence,'" International Conference on Lewis Mumford, 

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 5-
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"Religion, Education, and Anti-Communism in the Fifties," Connecticut College, 16 April 1984.  
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Chair, Ad Hoc Department Committee on Mentoring and Teaching Evaluation, Department of History, University 

of Rochester, 2009-2010. 

 

Member, Undergraduate Studies Committee, Department of History, University of Rochester, 2001-2004, 2006-

2007, 2008-2009, 2018-. 

 

Phi Beta Kappa Executive Board, University of Rochester, 2004-2007. 

 

Member, Department Seminar Committee, Department of History, University of Rochester, 2005-2008. 

 

Member, Steering Committee, Senior Search Committee, University of Rochester, 2006-2007. 

 

Senator, Faculty Senate, University of Rochester, 2002-2005. 

 

Member, Graduate Studies Committee, Department of History, University of Rochester, 2004-2005, 2009-2010 

(American History Field Coordinator). 

 

Member, Academic Affairs Committee, Faculty Senate, University of Rochester, 2001-2005. 

 

Member, Search Committee in African-American History, University of Rochester, 2001-2002. 

 

Chair, Department of History, University of Rochester, 1995-2000. 

 

Member, Faculty Governance Committee, Faculty Senate, University of Rochester, 1999-2000. 
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Steering Committee, History and Democracy Project, Washington DC, 2006-2010. 

 

Instructor, "America in Red and Blue: The Transformation of Party Politics, 1948-2008," Third Presbyterian 

Church, Rochester, May-June 2008. 

 

Instructor, Always Better Program, Highlands Retirement Community, Pittsford, New York ("America in Red and 

Blue: The Transformation of Party Politics, 1948-2008"), March-April 2008.  

 

Member, Editorial Board, Theory and Research in Education, 2002-
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Manuscript consultant: Basil Blackwell, Bedford Books, Cambridge University Press, Columbia University Press, 

Cornell University Press, DC Heath and Company, Duke University Press, Fordham University Press, Harvard 

University Press, Houghton Mifflin, Indiana University Press, Johns Hopkins University Press, McGraw Hill, 

Oxford University Press, Palgrave/Macmillan, Penn State Press, Princeton University Press, Rowman and 

Littlefield Publishers, Southern Illinois University Press, Twayne Publishers, University of Chicago Press, 

University of Illinois Press, University of North Carolina Press, University of Pennsylvania Press, University of 

Rochester Press, Wisconsin University Press, Yale University Press, American Historical Review, American 

Quarterly, Austrian Journal of Sociology, History of Education Quarterly, Journal of American History, Journal 

of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era, Journal of the History of Ideas, Modern Intellectual History, Political 

Theory, Reviews in American History, Social Concept, Sociology of Education. 

 

Appointment/promotion evaluations (American Studies, History, Philosophy, Political Theory, Social Theory): 

City College of New York, Colgate, Connecticut College, Eastman School (University of Rochester), George 

Washington University, Harvard University, MIT, Ohio University, Ohio State University, University of 

California-


