
History of Feminism 
GSWS 200/HIST 259/W 

TR 2-4:40pm 
Location: Meliora 205 

 
!"#$%&'$(%)*Brianna Theobald 
+("$,'$*! 0 0 0.2*$%+,'#



 
'()%$*+,)-%..(,*%,/(: I understand that life happens, and that the occasional absence is to be 
expected. If you have to miss class, please be as proactive as possible in staying on top of the 
reading and assignments listed on the below course schedule; I also recommend consulting with 
a classmate 



 
.%,B*1/#$(%J*G,30% (5-7 pp.): Students will help produce their own primary source for their 
final paper. Each student will interview a person of their choosing (a friend, a parent or other 
family member, a mentor, etc.) about the history of feminism during their lifetime and their 
understanding of and relationship to feminism in the present. You will then use the interview 
transcript or recording to write a paper regarding what you learned and how this relates to our 
course material. See the assignment sheet on Blackboard for further instructions. 
 ??I(%*4*K$&80"$#)*Your Oral History Paper should be 10-12 pages in length. One 
interview is the minimum for W students, and I encourage you to consider conducting multiple 
interviews. The paper should also include substantive engagement with secondary sources. 
Finally, a complete draft of your paper must be submitted to me via email at least two weeks 
before the final due date; you will be expected to revise your final paper based on my feedback. 
 
+(&%#0*G(B/'/0#*,"8*LM30'$,$/("#)*
Credit Hours: The College’s credit hour policy on undergraduate courses is to award 4 credit 
hours for courses that meet for the equivalent of 3 periods of 50 minutes each week.  Students 
enrolled in GSWS 200/HIST 259 are expected to devote at least one hour each week outside of 
class to analyzing the course readings, working alone or in groups, and to researching in depth 
their topics for the final paper. 
 
Late Assignments: Assignments are due via Blackboard at the start of class on the date indicated 
on the below schedule. If you are unable to meet an occasional deadline, there is a two-day grace 
period before a late penalty is applied. Papers submitted more than a few days after the deadline 
may not receive the same level of instructor feedback. 
 
Accommodation Policies:  I’m happy to make accommodations as recommended by UR 
Disability Services. Should you need accommodations, I encourage you to make these 
arrangements sooner rather than later. 
 
Academic Integrity: 



 



Week 8 (Mar. 2): “Radical Women of Color” Feminisms 
 Selections from @2+1-I$+*)(-J%""(*-F:-I%/?: 
 Cherríe Moraga, “Preface, 1981” 
 Cherríe Moraga and Gloria Anzaldúa, “Introduction, 1981” 
 Mitsuye Yamada, “Invisibility as an Unnatural Disaster” and “Asian Pacific American 
Women and Feminism” 

 
 ??H(/'0#*(-*I0>/"/#>*G,30%*8&0*D/,*:B,';C(,%8*,$*$A0*#$,%$*(-*'B,##E*Come to class 
prepared to discuss basic biographical info regarding the feminist you chose to write about, as 
well as significant themes from the interview transcript. 
 
Week 9: Spring Break 
 
Week 10 (Mar. 16): Indigenous Feminisms 
 Kate Shanley, “Thoughts on Indian Feminism” (1984)  

Jennifer Denetdale, “Chairmen, Presidents, and Princesses” (2006)  
Lisa Kahaleole Hall, “Navigating Our Own ‘Sea of Islands’” (2009)  

 The Red Nation, “Indigenous Feminism Does Not Discriminate” (2019) 
 
Week 11 (Mar. 23): Queer and Trans Feminisms 
 A. Finn Enke, “Collective Memory and the Transfeminist 1970s” 

Emi Koyama, “The Trans Feminist Manifesto” 
Kai Pyle, “Naming and Reclaiming” 

 
Week 12 (Mar. 30): Sex and Violence 
 Audre Lorde, “Uses of the Erotic” (1978) 
 Andrea Dworkin, “Pornography and Male Supremacy” (1981); =,.($/0#$1(, excerpt 
(1987) 
 Ellen Willis, “Toward a Feminist Sexual Revolution” (1982) 
 Angela Davis, “The Color of Violence Against Women” (2000) 

The Red Nation Podcast, “#MMIWG, land, bodies, &consent” (2020) 
  
Week 13 (Apr. 6): Reproductive Rights and Justice 
 Susan Brownmiller, “Everywoman’s Abortions” (1969) 
 Loretta Ross, “Understanding Reproductive Justice” (2005/6) 
 Selections from special issue of I#""(.+,-03-.2(-K+1.0$:-03-F(*+/+,( (2022) 
 
Week 14 (Apr. 13): Transnational Feminisms 
 Manisha Desai, “Transnational and Global Feminisms” (2007) 
 Chandra Talpade Mohanty, “Under Western Eyes” (1986) 
 Mohanty, “Under Western Eyes Revisited” (2003) 
 
Week 15 (Apr. 20): Feminism in 2023 
 No reading. 



 **.%,B*1/#$(%J*G,30%#*8&0*D/,*:B,';C(,%8*,$*$A0*#$,%$*(-*'B,##. Come to class 
prepared to discuss the themes that emerged in your interview, insights that you gained about 
feminism, and your experience of the oral history process. 


