
Birth in the Nation: A History of Reproduction in the United States 
HIST 359W/459 

W 2-4:40pm 
Location: Rush Rhees Library 305 

 
Instructor: Brianna Theobald 
Contact Info: brianna.theobald@rochester.edu 
  454 Rush Rhees Library 
Office Hours: T 1:30-3:00pm and by appointment  
 
Course Description:  
Why did fertility rates decline over the nineteenth century? Why did women begin choosing 
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I also recommend the following optional resources regarding historical research and writing: 
Zachary Schrag, The Princeton Guide to Historical Research (Princeton University Press, 2021).  
Drafting the Past podcast 
 
Grade Breakdown: 
94-100% = A  87-89% = B+  77-79% = C+  67-69% = D+ 
90-93% = A-  83-86% = B  73-76% = C  63-66% = D 
   80-82% = B-  70-72% = C-  60-62% = D- 
 
Assessment: 
Participation:        25% 
Research Proposal:  10% 
Historiography Paper:  15%   
Written Critique:   5% 
Final Research Paper:  45% 
 
Participation: This is a seminar-style course, and the success of the course depends on active 
student participation. Students are expected to attend each class session, having carefully read 
the assigned reading for the week. I understand that life happens, and missing a class or two 
should not negatively impact your grade, but your attendance should be regular, and your 
participation engaged. Whenever possible, please let me know if you need to miss a class session 
for any reason, so that we can work together to make sure that you stay on track. 
 
 When completing each week’s reading, be prepared to discuss the following questions: What 
topic or topics is each author addressing? How, in your own words, would you summarize each 
author’s main arguments? What forms of evidence are presented in each reading? What are the 
advantages and/or limitations of this source base? How might we put the assigned readings in 
dialogue with one another? How do they compare—in terms of argument, methodology, and/or 
style? Does the assigned reading relate in any way to your own chosen research topic? If so, 
how? I reserve the right to assign written work as a component of your participation grade if I 
conclude that students are not adequately prepared for class discussions. 
 
Written Work: An overwhelming majority of your grade will be derived from writing.  We will 
spend time discussing what constitutes good academic writing in class, but I encourage anyone 
who would like extra writing assistance to reach out to the Writing and Speaking Center. They’re 
fantastic! Learn more about this resource here: http://writing.rochester.edu/tutoring/index.html.   
 
Students will research a topic in the history of reproduction, chosen in consultation with me. This 
research will culminate in a final paper that asks a significant historical question, situates this 
question within a body of scholarship, answers it with a clear thesis and a logical argument, 
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supported 
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Accommodation Policies:  I’m happy to make accommodations as recommended by UR 
Disability Services. Should you need accommodations, I encourage you to make these 
arrangements sooner rather than later. 
 
Academic Integrity: Academic honesty is at the core of the historical discipline, and you’ll find 
that it is something I care deeply about. 
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Week 5: Feb. 14  
 NO CLASS: Research Week. Students should arrange to meet with me individually this 
week. 
 
Week 6: Feb. 21 Ask Me Anything! 

Reading: Theobald, Reproduction on the Reservation 
 

Research: Proposal preparation. Students should 
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Week 14: Apr. 17 Peer Review Workshop 
 Reading: your partner’s draft 
 

Research: Email a copy of your written critique to me and your peer review partner by 
the start of class, and please bring a hard copy to class. 


