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Course Expectations and Essay Policy 
 
This course is designed as lecture-discussion hybrid. Mondays will feature lectures, while 
Wednesdays will be devoted to group discussions, primary source activities, and debates. All 
students are expected to complete the assigned readings in time for our Wednesday in sessions.  
 
The research paper for this course has been scheduled very carefully to allow for sufficient 
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Week 2  – Al-Andalus and “the Indies” – Sept. 6 (No class Monday, Sept. 4 – Labor Day) 
 

Of Cannibals and Kings, Intro, pp. 3-47, and Doc. 1a and 1b, pp. 49-70 
 
Mesoamerican Voices, Chapters 1-2, pp. 3-20 * 

 
Week 3  – Making Quisqueya Caribbean – Sept. 11 / 13   Discussion Board 1 
 

Ida Altman, “The Revolt of Enriquillo and the Historiography of Early Spanish America,” 
The Americas Vol. 63, no. 4 (2007): 587-614 * 

 
Juan José Ponce Vázquez,  Islanders and Empire, pp. 22-56 * 
 
Of Cannibals and Kings, Doc. 2 and 3, pp. 72-112  

 
In-class Primary Source Exercise: Of Cannibals and Kings, Doc. 4, pp. 115-119 

 
Week 4 – Military Conquest – Sept. 18 / 20     Discussion Board 2



 
 

 
Week 8  – Decolonizing the Future – Oct. 18 only (No Class on Oct. 16 for Fall Break) 
 
 Special guest lecture with Prof. Iris Morales
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Week 13 – The Fall of the Jesuits and the Mission – Nov. 20   (No Class on Wed., Nov. 22 
for Thanksgiving) 
 
 James Schofield Saeger, “The Mission and Historical Missions,” pp. 393-415 * 
 

Barbara Ganson, “The Guaraní in the Aftermath,” pp. 117-136 * 
 
 Screening of The Mission (1986), directed by Roland Joffé 

 
 
Week 14 – Dangerous Books, Songs, and Chismes – Nov. 27 / 29 Discussion Board 7 
 

Cristina Soriano, Tides of Revolution, Chapters 1-3, pp. 15-116  
   
 
Week 15 – Rumor, Rebellion and Revolution – Dec. 4 / 6   Discussion Board 8 
 

Cristina Soriano, Tides of Revolution, Chapter 4-5, pp. 117-182 
 
 
Week 16 – Ghosts of Haiti - Dec. 11 / 13      
 

Cristina Soriano, Tides of Revolution, Chapter 6-
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