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 )RXU�SDSHUV�DUH�UHTXLUHG�– Double-spaced, references are not required unless you are quoting someone or want to 

cite some obscure fact, use any citation method.  Papers should be in PDF format and e-mailed to me by the end of 
class on the due date, late papers will lose points.  If you prefer, you may use another format such as video or 
powerpoint that covers the same information, but consult with ahead of time me to ensure that it will meet theu have used, how they have changed during your life, and how they impact your life.  Feel free to include any 

relevant pictures or articles about technologies you have used.  Also mention if you have you ever interacted with 
low-tech groups such as the Amish or visited a place where people lived without reliable electricity and/or running 
water.  And if you’re making money playing Fortnite or other game that is also good information.  A more 
complete list of topics is included in the Resources section of Blackboard, but this is a summary.  Your paper 
should cover as many of these topics as are of interest:

 
Transportation Communications Computers/software Telephones 
Internet Music Movies/Photography Energy & Water 
Food and drink Shopping & Money Medicine Clothing 
Housing Entertainment Typewriters & printers Surveillance 

 3DSHU������$QFHVWRU�WHFKQRORJ\�����SRLQWV� – Due December 9th (Last day of class) – Write a 4-6+ page paper 
similar to paper #3, but based on the experience of one (or more) parents, grandparents or other ancient person.   
This will require gently interrogating the lucky individual(s) to reveal all the gory details of their primitive lives.  
Include pictures and relevant new

 

Assignment grades will be posted on Blackboard. The course grade will be based on the total number of points 
earned in the course, with letter grades assigned according to the following scale:  
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Lecture powerpoint slides will be posted on Blackboard along with links to videos and other relevant information 
 

No specific textbooks are assigned for this course, but there are thousands of relevant books in the libraries on 
campus, plus tons of stuff on the Internet.  Wikipedia is a good starting point for many topics, but don’t accept it (or 
anything else) as gospel.  Be a critical reader.  YouTube and other video sites also have a lot of good (and bad) 
technological information and history. 
 

Relevant articles and other information will be posted Blackboard covering a wide range of technologies.  Although 
several periodicals just cover technology, the tight nexus between technology, politics, and money means that 
general news periodicals often provide good coverage of technology.  In particular, students are eligible for free 
subscriptions to the New York Times and Wall Street Journal.  The British newspaper The Economist and the MIT 
Technology Review are also available on the library web site under journals.   
 

Technology is evolving rapidly with the introduction of artificial intelligence and the quest to figure out what it is 
good for.  Whose job will it displace, and when?  How will the demand for more electricity to power new data 
centers be met?  
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The College’s credit hour policy on undergraduate courses is to award 4 credit hours for courses that meet 
for the equivalent of 2 periods of 75 minutes each week.  Students enrolled in HIST 180 are expected to 
devote at least one hour each week to identifying the main lines of argument in course readings, working 
alone or in groups, and to researching in depth their topics for their papers. 

6WXGHQWV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV���The University of Rochester respects and welcomes students of all backgrounds 
and abilities. In the event you encounter any barrier(s) to full participation in this course due to the impact of 
disability, please contact the Office of Disability Resources. The access coordinators in the Office of 
Disability Resources can meet with you to discuss the barriers you are experiencing and explain the 
eligibility process for establishing academic accommodations. You can reach the Office of Disability 
Resources at: disability@rochester.edu; (585) 276-5075; Taylor Hall. 
�
$FDGHPLF�KRQHVW\��All assignments and activities associated with this course must be performed in 
accordance with the University of Rochester's Academic Honesty Policy.  Cheating and plagiarism are 
serious offenses and will be treated as such. Anyone who engage


