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ASSIGNMENTS 



Class Participation: This is a seminar, and a small one. If it is to be pleasant and productive, you must 
attend all class meetings and come having read the assigned texts and prepared to discuss them. Simple 
attendance is not enough; there is no such thing as passive participation. I expect and encourage a 
diversity of perspectives, as well as honest and respectful disagreement. If you are having difficulties 
speaking up in class, please come see me and we will develop some strategies together.  
 

Discussion leadership: At least once during the course (but more likely twice), you will be in 
charge of leading the class discussion. Doing this effectively requires careful preparation. In addition to 



 
Spiro Kostof, "The Walled Edge" and "The Street," in The City Assembled: The Elements of Urban Form 
through History (Boston, 1992), 26-39 and 189-95. 
 
 
F Sep 20: The senses 
 
Mark Jenner, “Follow Your Nose? Smell, Smelling, and Their Histories,” The American Historical 
Review 116.2 (April, 2011): 335-351. 
 
Joseph Wheeler, “Stench in sixteenth-century Venice,” in The city and the senses: urban culture since 
1500, ed. Alexander Cowan and Jill Steward (Ashgate, 2007) 
 
Niall Atkinson, “Sonic Armatures:  Constructing an Acoustic Regime in Renaissance Florence,” Senses 
and Society, 7.1 (2012): 39-52. 
 
Ulf Strohmayer, “Engineering Vision in Early Modern Paris,” in The city and the senses: urban culture 
since 1500, edited by Alexander Cowan and Jill Steward (Ashgate, 2007), 75-92. 
 
 
F Sep 27: Home and Work (oral intro to city of your choice) 
 
James Farr, Artisans in Europe, 1300-1914 (Cambridge, 2000), entire 
 
Philippe Ariès, “The Family and the City,” Daedalus 106 (1977): 227-35. 
 
Robert Darnton, “Workers Revolt: the Great Cat Massacre on the rue Saint-Séverin,” in The Great Cat 
Massacre and other Episodes in French Cultural History (Basic Books, 1999), 75-104. 
 
Merry Wiesner Wood, “Paltry Peddlers or Essential Merchants?  Women in the Distributive Trades in 
Early Modern Nuremberg,” Sixteenth Century Journal 12.2 (1981): 3-13. 
 
Extra: 
 
Robert Davis. “Arsenal and Arsenalotti: Workplace and community in Seventeenth-Century Venice,” in 
T. Safley and L. Rosenband, eds. The Workplace before the Factory: Artisans and Proletarians, 1500-
1800 (Cornell, 1993), 180-203.  
 
Monica Chojnacka, Working women of early modern Venice (Baltimore, 2001), 1-25. 
 
 
F Oct 4: Crime and Order (by now, you should have met with me to discuss topics) 
 
Robert Jütte, Poverty and Deviance in Early Modern Europe (Cambridge, 1994), entire 
 
J.M. Beattie, “The Pattern of Crime in England 1660-1800” Past and Present 62 (1974): 47-95 
 
Pieter Spierenburg. "Faces of Violence: Homicide Trends and Cultural Meanings: Amsterdam, 1413-
1816," Journal of Social History 27 (No. 4, 1994), 701  



Mary Elizabeth Perry, Crime and Society in Early Modern Seville (University Press of New England, 
1980) http://libro.uca.edu/perry/seville.htm  
 
Steven Hughes, "Fear and 



F Oct 25: Women’s Communities 
 
Nicholas Terpstra, Lost Girls: Sex and Death in Renaissance Florence (Baltimore, 2010), entire. 
 
Elizabeth Cohen, “To Pray, To Work, To Hear, To Speak: Women in Roman Streets c. 1600.” Journal of 
Early Modern History 12 (September 2008): 289-311. 
 
Laura Gowing, “Giving Birth at the Magistrate’s Gate: Single Mothers in the Early Modern City.” In 
Women, identities and communities in early modern Europe, ed. Susan Broomhall and Stephanie Tarbin 
(Ashgate, 2008), 137-52. 
 
Extra: 
Laura Gowing, “‘The Freedom of the Streets’: Women and Social Space, 1560-1640.” In 
Londinopolis: essays in the cultural and social history of early modern London, ed. Mark S. R. Jenner 
and Paul Griffiths (Manchester, 2000), 130-53. 
 
Amanda Flather, Gender and space in early modern England (Boydell & Brewer, 2007), 1-16, 17-38. 
 
Sharon T. Strocchia, “Sisters in spirit: the nuns of Sant’Ambrogio and their consorority in early sixteenth-
century Florence.” The Sixteenth Century Journal 33 (2002): 735-767. 
 
 
F Nov 1: Spectacle, Community, and Violence (primary source analysis) 
 
Robert Darnton, “A Bourgeois Puts his World in Order: The City as a Text,” in The Great Cat Massacre 
and other Episodes in French Cultural History (Basic Books, 1999), 107-143. 
 



F Nov 8: Information networks and the ‘Culture of the Street’ 
 
John Edwards, “The culture of the street: the Calle de la Feria in Córdoba, 1470-1520,” in Mediterranean 
Urban Culture, 1400-1700, ed. Alexander Cowan (Exeter, 2000), 69-82, 232-5. 
 
James Grehan, “Smoking and “Early Modern” Sociability: The Great Tobacco Debate in the 
Ottoman Middle East (Seventeenth to Eighteenth Centuries),” American Historical Review 111.5 
(2006): 1352-1377. 
 
John Money, Experience and Identity: Birmingham and the West Midlands, 1760-1800 (McGill, 
1977), chap. 4, “Social and Cultural Aspirations: Music and the Stage,” pp. 80-97. 
 
Rosa Salzberg, “Selling Stories and Many Other Things In and Through the City: Peddling Print in 
Sixteenth-Century Florence and Venice.” Sixteenth-Century Journal 42.3 (2011): 737-59. 
 
Extra: 
Alexander Cowan, “Seeing is Believing. Urban Gossip and the Balcony in Early Modern Venice,” 
Gender and History 23.3 (2011): 721-38. 
 





APPENDIX 
 

Nuts-and-bolts 
 
These are articles that I’ve found (and many of my students have found) to be quite helpful when 
approaching both class readings and their own research. The ‘Practical Lesson in How to Read a History 
Book’ is, in my opinion, especially relevant for any advanced student. It’ll come in useful when you read 
the full
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	Adam Sutcliffe, “The Boundaries of Community: Urban Space and Intercultural Interaction in Early Modern Sephardi Amsterdam and London.” In The Dutch Intersection: the Jews and the Netherlands in Modern History, ed. Yosef Kaplan (Brill, 2008), 19-32.
	David B. Ruderman, “The Ghetto and Jewish Cultural Formation in Early Modern Europe: Towards a New Interpretation,” In Jewish Literatures and Cultures: Context and Intertext, ed. Anita Norich and Yaron Z. Eliav (Society of Biblical Lit, 2008), 117-28.
	Dean Phillip Bell, “Jewish Communities in Central Europe in the Sixteenth Century.” In Defining Community in Early Modern Europe, ed. Michael Halvorson and Karen E. Spierling (Ashgate, 2008), 143-62.
	Kenneth R. Stow, “Stigma, Acceptance and the end of Liminality: Jews and Christians in Early Modern Italy.” In At the margins: minority groups in premodern Italy, ed. Stephen J. Milner (U of Minnesota Press, 2005), 71-92.
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