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EDUCATION 
 

Ph.D.  The Johns Hopkins University, 1984. 
B. A.  Cornell University, 1975; cum laude in English, and “with distinction in all 

subjects.” 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

 
Books: 
Identity and the Failure of America from Thomas Jefferson to the War on Terror. 

Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2008. 
Anxious Intellects: Academic Professionals, Public Intellectuals, and Enlightenment 

Values.  Durham, N. C.: Duke University Press, 2000. 
Emerson and Skepticism: The Cipher of the World. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins 

University Press, 1988. 
 
Articles and Reviews: 
“The Presence of Immigrants, or Why Mexicans and Arabs Look Alike,” Storia della 

Storiographia

“Liberal Justice and Particular Identity:  Cavell, Emerson, Rawls,”  64:1 Arizona 
Quarterly (Spring 2008) 27-47. 

“Identity, Masochism, and the Democratic Intellectual in the War on Terror” in The 
Hedgehog Review Special Issue: Intellectuals and Public Responsibility (Spring 
2007) pp. 71-80. 

Review: George Snedeker, The Politics of Critical Theory: Language/ Discourse/ 
Society in Socialism and Democracy 19(2005) 1. 

“Beyond Us and Them:  Identity and Terror from an Arab-American’s Perspective,” 
in SAQ: Special Issue: Palestine America 102(Fall 2003) 4: 701-728. 

“Democracy, Aestheti



“After 9/11: Intellectuals and the Clash of Cultures,” Socialism and Democracy 16 
(Winter-Spring 2002) 1: 137-43. 

Review: Eduardo Cadava, Emerson and the Climates of History, in American 
Literature 72 (2000) 3: 630-31. 

Review: Richard Waswo, The Founding Legend of Western Civilization from Virgil 
to Vietnam, in Passages: Journal of Transnational and Transcultural Studies 1 
(1999) 2: 302-304. 

“Science Friction and Cultural Studies: Intellectuals, Interdisciplinarity, and the 
Profession of Truth,” Camera Obscura 37 (January 1996) 125-56. 

“Making a Stand: Standpoint Epistemologies, Political Positions, Proposition 187,” 
Telos 108 (Summer 1996) 93-103. 

“Prosthetic Gender and Universal Intellect: Stephen Hawking’s Law,” in Boys: 
Versions of Contemporary Masculinity ed. Paul Smith (New York: Westview 
Press, 1996).



Review:  Julie Ellison, Emerson’s Romantic Style, in Genre 18 (Fall 1985). 
Review:  Michael Colacurcio, The Province of Piety:  Moral History in Hawthorne’s 

Early Tales, in MLN 100 (December 1985). 
Review: Carolyn Porter, Seeing and Being Seen:  The Plight of the Participant 

Observer in Emerson, James, Adams, and Faulkner, in MLN 97 (December 
1982). 

Review:  Michel Beaujour, Miroirs d’encre:  rhetorique de l’autoportrait,  in MLN 96 
(December 1981). 

 
WORK UNDER CONSIDERATION OR IN PROGRESS 

 
Articles “Death, Love, and Emerson’s Poetry” (forthcoming); “The American Novel 

and Early Cinema”; Book MS in Progress:  “Modern Poetry in Nineteenth-
Century America:  Poe, Whitman, Dickinson and Death.” 

 
SELECTED LECTURES AND TALKS 
 

“Hayden White and Literary Studies,” Between History and Narrative:  Colloquium 
in Honor of Hayden White, 2009. 

“John Adams and the Appetite for Popularity,” Group for Early Modern Cultural 
Studies, 2008. 

“Crusades: Narratives as Failed Contact or the Place of the Missing Arabs,” 
International Conference on Narrative, 2008. 

“The Law of Hospitality and the Limits of Community, or Why Arabs and Mexicans 
Look Alike,” American Studies Association Annual Meeting, 2007. 

“What’s Home Got to do with It?”:  Western Discourses of Identity and Belonging in 
The Kingdom of Heaven (Ridley Scott 2005)”, Group for Early Modern Cultural 
Studies, 2007. 

“Dangerous Cosmopolitanism:  Frederick Douglass and the Beginnings of U. S. 
Imperialism,” The University of Western Ontario, 2007. 



2002. 
“Intellectuals in a Time of Terror,” Lehigh University, Spring 2002. 
“Nature and Obsession in Jefferson’s Notes on the State of Virginia,” MLA 

Conference, New Orleans, 2001. 
“After 9/11: Intellectuals and the Clash of Cultures,” Roundtable on Globalization, 

University of Rochester, 2001. 
“Frederick Douglass and the Obsession of Self-Inscription,” Group for Early Modern 

Cultural Studies, New Orleans, 2000. 
“Ahab’s Crew: Narrative, Obsession, and the American Character,” Narrative: an 

International Conference, Atlanta, 2000. 
“Young Americans: Herman Melville and American Popular Culture,” Group for 

Early Modern Cultural Studies, Coral Gables, 1999. 
“Jefferson’s Melancholy Science: Indices of Loss in Notes on the State of Virginia,” 

Group for Early Modern Cultural Studies, Newport, 1998. 
“Frederick Douglass and ‘Our Composite Nationality,’” Group for Early Modern 

Cultural Studies, Pittsburgh, 1996. 
“Recent Biographies of Whitman and Emerson,” Bookshelf National Public Radio, 

WXXI, Rochester, N. Y. February 9, 1996. 
“Hume and the Common Sense:  Politics, Aesthetics, Community,” MLA 

Conference, Chicago, 1995. 
“Forget Cooper:  Race and Nation in Last of the Mohicans,” Group for Early Modern 

Cultural Studies, Dallas, 1995. 
“Universal Intellect and Prosthetic Gender: Hawking’s Law,” Critical Colloquium 

Series, University of Rochester, 1995. 
“Intellectual Work, Critical Resistance, and Cultural Studies,” Marxist Literary 

Group Conference, Pittsburgh, 1995. 
“Lydia Maria Child and the Management of the American Male,” Group for Early 

Modern Cultural Studies Conference, Rochester, 1994. 
“Neo-Colonialism, Race, and Culture,” NEMLA, Pittsburgh, 1994. 
“Imaging the Universal Intellectual:  Stephen Hawking in Errol Morris’s A Brief 

History of Time, Society for Cinema Studies Conference, Syracuse, 1994. 
“Historicizing the Text:  Crevecoeur, Iconography, and Dissent,” Group for Early 

Modern Cultural Studies Conference, Norman, 1993. 
“Crevecoeur and the Contexts of U. S. National Identity,” Semiotic Society of 

America Conference, St. Louis, 1993. 
“The New Neo-Colonialism and the Critical Importance of Cultural Studies,” 

Critical Colloquium Series, University of Rochester, 1993. 
“Theory as a Political Force,” Salzburg Seminar on Literature as Political Force, 

Salzburg, Austria, 1993. 
“Gender, Race, and National Identity in Contemporary U. S. Cinema,” Marxist 

Literary Group Conference, Pittsburgh, 1993. 
“The Popular Sublime:  Grand Canyon and Thelma and Louise,” NEMLA, 

Philadelphia, 1993. 
“Modernity and Politics:  The Literary Intellectual in Eastern Europe,” SUNY 

Geneseo, 1992. 
“Multiculturalism and the American Subject,” International Conference on Persons, 





Faun,” MLA, 1985. 
“Death and Friendship:  Charles Emerson and the Other Self in Nature,” Reed 

College, 1985. 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND APPEARANCES





1996-2001. 
Director of Undergraduate Studies, English Department, 1989-96. 
Member, College Writing Committee, 1992-1999. 
Member, Sproull Fellowship Committee, 1996. 
Member, Graduate Admissions Committee, English Department, 1995-96. 
Member, Film Studies Steering Committee, 1993-94. 
Member, Susan B. Anthony Women’s Studies Center Research Committee, 1993-94. 
Member, Susan B. Anthony Women’s Studies Center Steering Committee, 1991-93. 
Member, Search Committee, Susan B. Anthony Chair in Women’s Studies, 1991-92, 

1992-93. 
Chair, Susan B. Anthony Women’s Studies Center Post-Doctoral Fellowship 

Committee, 1991-93. 
Member, Faculty Council Steering Committee, 1991-92. 
Representative, Faculty Council, 1991-93. 
Member, Comparative Arts Steering Committee, 1992. 
Member, Graduate Studies Committee, English Department, 1991-92. 
Member, Staffing Committee, English Department. 
Member, Committee on Committees, English Department, 1991-94. 
Member, Janet Kafka Fiction Prize Committee, 1989-90. 
Member, Commission on Enrollment, College of Arts and Science, 1990. 
Graduate Placement Officer, English Department, 1988-89. 
Member, Ad Hoc Committee on the Graduate Curriculum, English Department, 

1988-89. 
Member, Scheduling Committee, English Department, 1988-1997, 1998-2001. 
Coordinator, American Civilization Program, SUNY Geneseo, 1986-1988. 
Member, College Senate, SUNY Geneseo, 1985-88. 
Member, Graduate Academic Affairs Committee, SUNY Geneseo, 1987-88. 
Member, Faculty Affairs  Committee, SUNY Geneseo, 1985-87. 
Member, Fine Arts Core Committee, SUNY Geneseo, 1985-87. 
Member, Policy Committee, English Department, SUNY Geneseo, 1984-85. 
Coordinator, English Faculty Colloquium Series, SUNY Geneseo, 1984-85. 



Courses Taught at the University of Rochester: 
Undergraduate Courses: Translation Studies; Poe, Whitman, Dickinson; Black 

Intellectuals, Great Books; Race and Representation in American Culture; 
Whitman and Melville; National Identity and Cultural Forms; American 
Literature; American Romantics; American Realists; The Whitman Tradition in 
American Poetry; Narrative; Classical and Scriptural Backgrounds to English 
Literature; Utopian Imagination; Fictions and Reality; Sex and Violence in the 
Cinema; The Sixties on Film. 

 
Graduate Seminars: Aesthetics and Ethics; Henry James; Cosmopolitanism and 

American Literature; Aesthetics and Power; Hawthorne and the Theory of 
American Literature; Literary Criticism and the Public Sphere; National Identity 
and American Romance; Intellectuals and the Public Sphere; American 
Romantics; Theory, Pragmatism, and Politics; Antebellum American Culture 
and Crisis; Intellectual Enlightenment and Power. 

 
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 

Modern Language Association 
American Studies Association 
Marxist Literary Group 
Group for Early Modern Cultural Studies 
Society for Cinema Studies 


