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Billy Elliot

Billy Elliot was an amalgamation of a play, a musical and a ballet that were all fantastically done
which made it different from everything else we had seen on the trip. Each individual aspect of the show
was excellently done but the most impressive thing was the fact that they all worked together as a whole
even better. The combination of acting, singing and dancing was woven together so seamlessly that it
came to the point where you didn’t feel that it was odd that miners were breaking out into song or dance.
The emotional connection of all the actors was excellent and connected with the audience on more than a
superficial level. There were moments in the show where | found myself empathizing with the characters

because their pain felt so real that | was almost brought to tears.

The fact that it was a musical didn’t take away from the depth of the show and the themes that it

tried to show. One interesting example of juxtaposition in the show was the death of the town due to



comes from Michael, Billy’s friend who does boxing, yet spends his time trying on women’s clothing,
accessorizing the outfits he puts together, and putting on makeup. To take it even further Michael even
mentions that it’s fine to do those things because his father does them as well who is a mine worker. To
emphasize the point that it’s alright to do things that are associated more with women than young boys,
they sing a number about the importance of being able to express yourself. The role of Debbie also goes
against most conventions of gender roles due to the fact that she is the one making all of the advances on
Billy when it’s normally the opposite case when it comes to boys and girls. She even offers to show Billy
her rear end which is pretty crude behavior for a young girl although it is quite funny at the time it

happens.

Another issue that is touched upon is the idea of lower class versus upper class, in many different
aspects. The first is the lower class economic system versus the upper class government which is shown

through the whole premise of the play which depicts a town of miners on strike because of the attempts



