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I. MA Program 
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Students enrolled in the MA Program in English may come with different kinds of preparation 
and with different objectives going forward, and the program is designed to cater to individual 
students’ needs and goals. Students may obtain a strong grounding in the study of literature 
and/or film, which will allow them to go on to work in teaching, publishing, or other fields in 
which critical reading and writing are prized. Students may also choose to focus on creative 
writing (poetry or fiction), and for these students the program offers a broader-based alternative 
to an MFA. Others are looking to use the MA as a starting-point for an eventual PhD: we are 
proud to report that our MA alumni are currently enrolled in PhD programs at institutions such as 
the University of Nebraska, SUNY Buffalo, and the University of Indiana. Our own PhD 
program also includes a handful of former MAs, though our MA program should by no means be 
considered a “feeder” or “pipeline” to the PhD program. 

 

A. Overview of the Program: Typical Timeline 

The MA program is designed to be completed within one calendar year. A typical timeline for 
the degree appears below. Please check with the Graduate Coordinator to confirm exact dates 
and deadlines each year. 

Fall Semester 

• Three 4-credit courses at either the 400 or 500 level. See Section III below for more 
information on these designations and what they mean. 

• Begin to contemplate whether your summertime completion of the MA will consist of 
writing an MA essay—either scholarly or creative—or preparing for an 
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Students taking the exam should communicate with the Graduate Coordinator prior to the exam 
date in order to arrange all necessary logistics. Unless otherwise specified, the Graduate 
Coordinator will e-mail the exam to the student as an attachment, and will expect to receive the 
completed exam from the student in electronic form as well. Exams will typically run either from 
10am to 3pm or from 11am to 4pm; again, this should be worked out with the Graduate 
Coordinator ahead of time. 

VVV!"#$&<=A<&AKK&4)&$@ABD&A?>&FKCD>J-LCCP8VVV&

2. MA Essay 

a. Scholarly 

The Scholarly MA Essay allows students the opportunity to explore one particular scholarly, 
critical, or aesthetic question in some depth (~50 pages). The topic for the essay may be inspired 
by work that a student did in a course, though it should not simply be an expansion of a seminar 
paper. The essay is expected to show the student’s critical and analytical skills at their most 
developed, and should demonstrate a real mastery of a body of literature and criticism. Essays 
should include a bibliography or a list of works cited, and must demonstrate thorough and up-to-
date knowledge of appropriate scholarship in the field. 

Below is a sampling of recent MA Essay titles: 

“The Confession of Theatre: Faithful Theatricality in #=>&.;?O;G&4A?<E?” 

“Female Subjectivity, Identification, and Horror in Contemporary Psychological Thrillers” 

“The Modernisms of Nella Larsen’s WN;FPDAGJ and 'ADD;GO” 

“Oral/Aural: The Evolution of Storytelling in Podcasts” 

“American Transcendentalism in the Age of Green Capitalism” 

“Charlotte Dacre, Mary Shelley, and Women’s Education” 

“A Trial of Affective Piety in the Wedding of Sir Gawain and Dame Ragnelle” 

 

b. Creative 

Students may opt to produce a Creative Writing portfolio as their MA Essay. The finished 
project may constitute a collection of poems, a one-act play, a novella, or the rough equivalent of 
these. Particulars should obviously be worked out in concert with the faculty advisor. Note that a 
student considering writing a Creative Essay would most likely have taken at least one creative 
writing workshop during their course-taking phase of the program, so as to develop a working 
relationship with a potential advisor. 
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o The Dissertation Prospectus must be filed absolutely no later than the end of 
the fall semester of the fourth year. 

o Consider inviting your advisor to observe your teaching at some point this year, 
so that he/she may comment on it when recommending you for jobs. 

• Spring Semester 
o Dissertation Writing: Students generally register for ENG 997, receiving 0 credits 

but retaining their full-time status.  
o Teach one course through the WSAP. 
o At the end of this year your two-year contract with the WSAP will expire. You 

will now need to decide whether to re-apply to the WSAP (and continue to 
receive the WSAP's supplemental stipend). Students opting not to do so will still 
need to engage in some alternative form of professional development in order to 
continue receiving their base-level stipends. In some cases these options could 
carry their own supplemental stipend; see the DGS for more information. 

§ Possible options include:  
§ Interning in Rare Books and Special Collections 
§ Interning off-site (at a press, an archive, or a museum) 
§ Teaching for the Susan B. Anthony Institute or adjuncting within 

the Department (e.g., for a faculty-member on leave) 
§ Assisting a faculty-member with a research project or course 
§ X!C<>&<=A<&DNF=&AK<>?GA<;I>D&A?>&AKDC&AIA;KALK>&<C&D<NJ>G<D&;G&<=>;?&

<=;?J&AGJ&MCN?<=&E>A?DQ&LN<&TCNKJ&L>&?>FCBB>GJ>J&CGKE&<C&<=CD>&
T=C&A?>&ALDCKN<>KE&F>?<A;G&<=A<&<=>E&T;KK&GC<&L>&>G<>?;GO&ZCLD&<=A<&
;GFC?HC?A<>&<>AF=;GO&CM&DCB>&P;GJ8&#AKP&T;<=&<=>&35*&;M&ECN&A?>&
FCGD;J>?;GO&AGE&CM&<=>D>&?CN<>D8Y 

o If appropriate, begin assembling job-application materials for next fall, in 
preparation for placement workshops. (See your advisor, the DGS, and/or this 
year’s faculty placement officer for more details.)  

o Begin researching external funding sources: in order to apply (in Fall of Year 5) 
for a Dean’s Dissertation Fellowship to cover Year 6, you will need to have 
applied for external funding first. See DGS for more information. 

Year Five 

• Fall Semester 
o Apply for a Dean’s Dissertation Fellowship for next year (NOTE: requires that 

you also apply for external funding: see DGS for information). 
o Dissertation Writing: Students generally register for ENG 999, receiving 0 credits 

but retaining their full-time status.  
o In addition, students may teach or engage in some other form of 

professionalization. 
o Students on the job market will participate in faculty-
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The oral section takes about 20 minutes, and the student is given two hours for the written 
section. The language exam form must be submitted to the Department after the exam has been 
completed.  

C. Qualifying Exams  

Students typically take their qualifying exams during their third year of study. At the beginning 
of the third year, students must submit a Preliminary Scheduling Form. The form requires that 
J?AM<D of the exam lists be appended, but it is understood that these lists may of course be subject 
to change. Please note that the Qualifying Exam cannot be scheduled unless the Language Exam 
has been passed. 
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Students writing their dissertations should then be able to demonstrate measurable progress on a 
semesterly basis, to be documented in detail on the self-evaluation portions of their Annual 
Assessment forms (see below). 

Students not meeting these standards may no longer be considered in good standing. This could 
result in the forfeiture of a student’s stipend and/or eligibility to teach within the University. 
Exceptions may be made to these expectations at the discretion of the DGS, the student’s exam 
committee, and/or the student’s dissertation director; however, in such cases a written agreement 
must be filed articulating the reasons for the exception and outlining a concrete plan for bringing 
the student back into accordance with program requirements.  

 

I. Annual Assessment Process 

In accordance with College policy, the English Department conducts an annual assessment of 
each PhD student’s progress through the program. The assessment process offers a regular 
opportunity for students, the faculty with whom they’re working, and the DGS all to check in 
with one another and reaffirm goals/timelines. Note that this process is not meant to substitute 
for students’ ongoing conversations, throughout the year, with their instructors, mentors, 
advisors, or other faculty. Note, too, that the specific results of the assessment will not be 
reviewed by the Graduate Dean: rather, the DGS simply indicates to the Dean each year that an 
assessment process has been completed for all students. 

The annual assessment is intended, above all, to ensure that all students are receiving direction, 
feedback, advice, support, and other resources in an equitable and timely fashion. It also provides 
students with a chance to reflect back and look ahead. 

The process runs as follows: 

1) Each student fills out a self-evaluation reflecting on progress-to-date and goals. 

2) The DGS reviews these evaluations and, in a dedicated faculty meeting at the end of the 
academic year, presents a summary of each to the assembled group. Faculty may then volunteer 
additional information that might be helpful to the DGS in assessing each student’s work overall. 
Depending on any given student’s year in the program, the volunteered information may relate to 
the student’s coursework, Teaching Apprenticeship, performance on exams, work with the Blake 
Archive or Lazarus Project, research assistantship, and so on. For many students, of course, the 
primary feedback of relevance will be from the student’s advisor, and need not be discussed at 
length with the entire faculty. 

3) The DGS, having taken notes for his/her own use during the faculty evaluation-review 
meeting (these notes will remain confidential), will then meet with each student in the pre-
dissertation years to convey any helpful feedback from the meeting. Students in their post-exam 
years should meet with their advisors directly to receive their feedback. In some cases the DGS 
may opt to convene a meeting with the student and his/her advisor together, if it seems like this 
would be useful. 
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4) Students in their post-coursework years may choose, while meeting with their advisors, to fill 
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different set of benefits: because they tend to differ in scope from 500s—focusing on topics as 
specific as, say, Jane Austen; Arthurian Traditions; Studies in Literary Translation; or African-
American Drama—these courses allow students to customize more fully their program of study.  

PhD students must petition the DGS in order to take more than one 400-level course per 
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matters should always feel free to consult with the DGS. Likewise, any questions regarding the 
guidelines outlined in this handbook should be referred to the DGS. 

The MA Advisor helps the DGS to oversee the MA program, and serves as the primary advisor 
to all MA students prior to their beginning work on the capstone. He/she assists students in 
choosing courses, choosing a capstone, and (in the case of the MA Essay) finding a capstone 
advisor. The MA Advisor is also the person to whom an MA student may turn with questions 
regarding Department or University policies, deadlines, and other matters. MA students should 
always feel free to consult with the DGS as well. 

Please note that students are always welcome to consult with AGE&member of the faculty, not just 
the DGS or MA Advisor, to discuss academic, intellectual, and professional questions of any 
kind. 

VI. Professionalization 

The Department provides numerous opportunities, both formal and informal, for students to 
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semesters, and likewise to invite one’s dissertation director to observe a class-session or two 
during the WSAP teaching years.  

+CGM>?>GF>D&AGJ&'NLK;FA<;CG: Once the dissertation is underway (and occasionally earlier than 
this), a student may consider applying to conferences, and seeking to publish work in journals. A 
publication in a top journal in one’s field is perhaps the most significant item that one could add 
to one’s CV in graduate school. Students should consult with their dissertation directors and/or 
the DGS about where/what/when to submit. Conference-
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www.rochester.edu/college/gradstudies/policies 

Disabilities 

www.rochester.edu/ada/ 

Equal Opportunity Policy 

www.rochester.edu/eoc 

Nondiscrmination Policy 

www.rochester.edu/diversity/reports/policies-2/nondiscrmination-policy-statemen/ct 

Harassment 

www.rochester.edu/working/hr/policies/pdfpolicies/106.pdfc
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