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IR 280: Communism and Democracy in Eastern Europe 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:25-4:40PM 
Gavet Hall, 208 
Instructor: Olesya Tkacheva 
Office: Harkness Hall 101 
Office Hours: Thursdays @ 1:00-2:00PM and by appointment 
Phone:  (585) 273-5847 
E-mail: otkachev@umich.edu 
 
Course Description: 
 
Why did democratic consolidation succeed in some Eastern European countries while fail in 
others? How did initial conditions, political institutions, and international actors affect post-
communist political development? How can we classify political systems that emerged in 
Eastern and Central Europe? Who were the winners



2	  
	  

Juan Lintz
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Suggested:	  



5	  
	  

 
Week 10: (November 2-4): Institutionalization of Party Systems	  
 	  
Andrey A. Meleshevich, Party systems in Post-Soviet Countries (New York, NY: Pulgrave 
McMillan, 2007), Chapters 1.	  
	  
Jack Bielasiak, The Institutionalization of Electoral and Party Systems in Post-Communist States   
Comparative Politics v. 34 no. 2 (January 2002) p. 189-210.   
 
Anna Grzymala-Busse
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Larry Diamond, “Democracy and Economic Reform: Tensions, Compatibilities and Strategies 
for Reconciliation,” in Edward P. Lazear  ed., Economic Transition in Eastern Europe and 
Russia (Stanford, CA: Hoover Institution Press, 1995), pp 107-158.  (Skim). 

Case Studies: 

Eva M. Blaszczynski, “From Crisis to Recovery: Central Europe’s Winners and Losers,” Central 
Europe’s Winners and Losers,” Center for European Policy Analysis Report 23 (2009) at 
http://www.cepa.org/publications/view.aspx?record_id=121 
 
OECD: Economic Survey of Russia 2009 (skim). 

OECD, Economic Survey of Poland 2010 (skim). 

Weeks 12-13: (November 16-13) Privatization 

Kari T. Liuhto, “The Transformation of the Soviet Enterprise and Its Management: A Literature 
Review,” ESRC Centre for Business Research, University of Cambridge Working Paper No. 
146, available at <http://www.cbr.cam.ac.uk/pdf/WP146.pdf>, pp. 1-26. 

Russia 

Jeffrey Sachs, “Privatization in Russia: Some Lessons for Eastern Europe,” AEE Papers and 
Proceedings (May 1992). 

Andrei Shleifer, Daniel Treisman, Without a Map: Political Tactics and Economic Reform in 
Russia (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2001), Chapter 1. 

Sergei Guriev and Andrei Rachinsky, “The Role of Oligarchs in Russian Capitalism,” Journal of 
Economic Perspectives 19:1 (2005): 131-150. 

Poland 

John Jackson et al., Political Economy of Poland’s Transition; New Firms and Reform 
Governments
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Week 14 (November 30-December 2): Liberalizing Markets 

Keith Darden, Economic Liberalism and its Rivals (Cambridge, MA: Cambridge University 
Press, 2009) Chapters 1-3.  

Steven Fish and Omar Choudhry “Democratization and Economic Liberalization in the Post-
Communist World,” Comparative Political Studies 40: 3 (March 2007): 254-82. 

Student Presentations 

Week 15 (December 7-10):  Into the Future  

Papers are due on December 10, 2010 in class. 

Steven Fish, Democracy Derailed in Russia, Chapter 8.  

Andrew Shliefer, A Normal Country: Russia after Communism (Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press, 2005), Chapter 10. 

Gavin Rae, Poland's Return to Capitalism: from the Socialist Bloc to the European Union 
(London : Tauris Academic Studies, 2008) , Chapter 6 at 
http://www.lib.rochester.edu/index.cfm?page=3059&voyredirect=http%3A//site.ebrary.com/lib/r
ochester/Doc%3Fid%3D10231637 

Abraham H. Foxman, “Poland: Democracy and the Challenge of Extremism,” at 
http://www.adl.org/international/PolandDemocracyandExtremism.pdf 

Student Presentations 

Final Exam:  Sunday, December 19 @ 8:30AM 

 


