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Grades and Responsibilities of Seminar Participants. Seminar participants are responsible for two
presentations and associated written summaries/annotated bibliographies. There will also be a midterm
examination. Grades will be based on the seminar presentations and the associated written summaries (15%
each), the midterm (15%), class discussion (10%) and a research paper on some aspect or problem of
democratic processes (45%). Individual meetings with the instructor about the paper topic early in the
semester are mandatory, no later than the midterm. The paper topic must be approved in advance. Papers
are due on the last day of classes for the semester, Friday, December 12 . In exceptional cases, a take-home
final exam may be substituted for the research paper, in which case the midterm is worth 30% and the final
is worth 30%.

Additional or Alternative Topics. Inasmall seminar it is easy to alter the topics for later weeks in response
to class interest or to avoid overlap with work previously taken. If you find that your favorite theme or
work is missing from the following syllabus, don't hesitate to raise the possibility of making a change to
incorporate it. (Note that at the end we have one suggestion for another topic that is might be of interest to
some.). If you find we're reading something you've done to death in another seminar, we can switch.
Moreover, while the starred items are the ones that seemed to me more interesting, itds easy to switch to
some of the recommended items if the class would rather discuss these.

Availability of Materials. The following books are available for purchase in the bookstore. (However,
they may be available more cheaply as used copies on line.):

Cox, Gary. Making Votes Count. Cambridge, 1997.

Dahl, Robert. Democracy and Its Critics. Yale, 1989.

Duch and Stevenson. The Economic Voter. Cambridge. 2008.

Laitin, David. Hegemony and Culture. Chicago, 1986.

Laver and Shepsle, Making and Breaking Governments. Cambridge 1996.
Martin and Vanberg. Parliaments and Coalitions. Oxford 2013.

Powell, G. Bingham. Elections as Instruments of Democracy. Yale, 2000.
Tarrow, Sidney. Power in Movement. 3rd ed. Cambridge, 2011.
Tsebelis, George. Veto Players. Cambridge 2002.

Required assigned chapters in other books will be available through Blackboard, linked to the syllabus,
distributed by email, or occasionally in a box in the political science lounge (Harkness 314.)



PSC 355/555 - Syllabus Fall 2014

Date  Discussion Theme Collective Reading (Data Set Presentation
*=Required Possibilities)

Sept. 2 Course Organization Syllabus

Sept. 9  Democratic Concepts * Dahl, Democracy & Critics 1989 (* Freedom House)

Esp. Ch. 4-12, 15
*Sabl, 2014. iTwo Cultures of Democratic Theoryo
*Achen & Bartels. 2014 Democracy for Realists. Ch. 9
(APitfalls of Populismo; Ch 2 rec.)
Collier & Levitsky, iDemo WP (49.3) 1997

Sept. 16  Democracy:


http://www.princeton.edu/~cboix/apsr-boix-2011.pdf
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Lipset & Rokkan, Party Systems & Voter Alignments
1967, pp. 1-64.
Birnir, Ethnicity & Electoral Politics 2007, esp. ch.7.
Chandra, Why Ethnic Parties Succeed. 2004.
Wilkinson, Votes & Violence, 2004.
Varshney, fi¢ Ethnic Conflict,0 CP 1997
Anderson, Imagined Communities 1991
Chandra, iCumulativedo APSA-CP 2001
Kitschelt, Post-Communist Party
Systems, Ch. 3.

Oct. 7 Shaping Party Systems: *Riker, iTwo-Party System & Duvergerés Lawo APSR 1982.
Election Rules *Cox, Making Votes (*Matt Golder’s Dataverse)
Count 1997, Esp. Ch 1-4,7-8,10-12,15
*Boix fAiSetting the Ruleso APSR, 1999.
Forum of Kreuzer,Cusak, Boix iPR0 APSR May 2010.
Crisp, et al.,0VVote-Seeking Incentives,0 JOP 2004
Hicken, Building Party Systems, 2009, ch. 2,3
Moser & Scheiner, Electoral Systems, 2012.
Lijphart et al Electoral Systemsé .1994
Chhibber & Ken Kollman, fiParty Agg.0 APSR 1998
Mainwaring and Scully, 1995, ch. 1
Powell, Cont Dem. Ch. 5

Kitschelt, Radical Right, 1995.
Golder, AiExplainingé Rad Right i CPS 2003

Oct. 14 FALL BREAK NO CLASS

Oct. 21 Comparing * Quinn, iVoter Choiceé 0 AJPS 1999 43:4 (*CSES Studies)
Citizen Behavior * Duch & Stevenson, The Economic Voter 2008, Ch. 1-4,7,9
(Partisanship, * Achen & Bartels, Democracy for Realists 2014. esp ch 4,6,7-8,10
Economic voting, *Fortunato, Lin, Stevenson fiPolitical Knowledge in Coalition
Cleavages/issues, Democracies.0 2014 ms.









http://comparativepolitics.uni-greifswald.de/data.html
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Della Porta, Social Movements &€ . 1995.
Gurr, Minorities at Risk 1993

Dec. 9 Responsiveness *Powell, Elections as Instruments 2000, esp. ch 1,2
and Representation 6, 7-10
* Stokes, Mandates & Democracy,
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Ann Rev 2000
*Molina & Rhodes fiCorporatismo
Ann Rev 2002
*Hellman, AiWinnersé .0 WP 1998
Siaroff AiCorporatismo EJPR 1999
Lohman, fiAn informational rational for the
power of special interests,0 1998
Gilens Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality
and Political Power in America (Princeton 2014.)



